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Beesen Global Experience Research Fellowships

2015-2016 Application
FELLOWSHIP INFORMATION 
This fellowship was established to provide opportunities for non-native French speakers to conduct independent research in Paris. Each fellowship provides a $5000 stipend to fellows, intended to fund travel to/from Paris, housing costs, and defray the overall cost of researching in Paris. The fellowship’s intent is to give Columbia students the opportunity to pursue intellectual goals, gain valuable research experience, learn French in Paris, and engage with the Parisian culture. 

Students of all disciplines within Columbia College, the School of General Studies, the Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, and Barnard College are encouraged to apply. If you receive a Beesen Global Experience Fellowship, you may be asked to speak at an information session for interested students next year. 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
Assemble the following materials:

1. A completed application form, project proposal, and budget proposal (see attached);
2. A current resume or CV (do not exceed one page);

3. A current transcript from each postsecondary school you have attended;
In addition, please arrange to have written on your behalf: 
4. One letter of recommendation from the faculty member who will be your mentor during your independent research—this should indicate that you and your mentor have agreed upon a research project together and may comment on your suitability for the experience. The letter should be addressed to the ‘Beesen Selection Committee’. You may either deliver the letter in person to Kent 606 in a signed and sealed envelope or ask your recommender to send it to the address below or have your recommender email the letter to jaz2124@columbia.edu.
Application materials must be submitted via electronic or paper copy by the official deadline, for: 

Electronic submissions: Email completed application materials to Jodi Zaffino, Program Coordinator of Fellowships at jaz2124@columbia.edu (include “Beesen Application Materials” in the subject field). 
Paper submissions should be delivered to:
Office of Global Programs – Fellowships Office 
606 Kent Hall

1140 Amsterdam Avenue, MC 3948

New York, NY  10027
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Monday, March 30, 2015. The Fellowships Office does not accept late or incomplete applications. 
CONTINUE TO THE NEXT PAGE FOR APPLICATION FORM

Beesen Global Experience Fellowships

2015-2016 Application

PERSONAL INFORMATION

	NAME (LAST, First):
	( 
	CLASS YEAR:
	(

	SCHOOL:
	( 
	MAJOR(S):
	(

	GPA (unrounded):
	(
	UNI:

	( 


FACULTY/STAFF REFERENCE
Please list the name, title, and email address for your reference 

	( 


PROJECT proposal
In no more than 800 words, outline your project proposal or independent research to be pursued in Paris. Be as specific as your can be about your project, your plans for working with a faculty mentor, and the benefits you anticipate from this experience. 

	( 


SIGNATURE

I affirm that the foregoing statements are my own work and that my own attached materials are true and accurate representations and I hereby release my application materials to the Beesen Review Committee for the purpose of this fellowship competition. I understand that failure to disclose correct information may result in the cancellation of my application. 
SIGNATURE:

DATE:


Submit completed application no later than

Monday, March 30, 2015.
Budget Proposal

Your budget should reflect all expenses related to and necessary for the duration of your summer research project. Budgeting for your fellowship experience includes determining your fixed expenses, miscellaneous expenses and your savings goals.

Some general tips and suggestions when preparing a fellowship application and budget proposal:  

Prepare a budget for a modest lifestyle-neither lavish nor unsafe. 

Airfare: Search for airfares and strike a likely average, taking into account fees for extra baggage, travel to and from the airport, and other factors that may impact ticket prices, such as peak travel times.  

Accommodation: Is housing provided? Will you be living at home? If either of these options applies to you, mention this in the budget. If you need to find housing, what are the options available? Can you find housing near your workplace and save on commuting? Make sure to include any bills and/or utilities associated with your accommodation choice. 

Local Travel: Total commuting expenses, e.g. a monthly Metrocard, train/bus fare, or gas money. You may consider asking contacts in your proposed location (e.g. NGO which you will affiliate, internship coordinator, CU alumni) for their insight and experience in your proposed destination. 

Food: Research typical food expenses in your destination to get a sense of how much you will need to budget for. Take a realistic measure of the amount of food (including snacks and beverages) you consume on a weekly basis, and multiple that total by the number of weeks you plan to be away. 

Health Costs: Will you require health insurance? Accident insurance? Immunizations? Prescription drug refills? Research and include any additional medical costs associated with traveling to your proposed destination. 

Supplies/Facilities: Will your proposed project cover the purchase of lab/project related equipment? Keep in mind that most fellowships do not cover the purchase of equipment (e.g. laptops, cell phones) that become the student’s personal property following completion of the fellowship. 

Other Miscellaneous and Personal Expenses: Be practical about your needs over the time period you are proposing. This should include items required in special or circumstances or required for daily life (purchasing a cell phone, personal care, first aid supplies, postage). 

Websites and travel guides can be useful resources in researching cost of living expenses in your proposed destination. Oanda Currency Converter (http://www.oanda.com/currency/converter) and Expatistan Cost of Living Index (http://www.expatistan.com/cost-of-living) are good places to start.  


Budget Proposal

	ESTIMATED EXPENSES
	Amount (in U.S. dollars)

	Airfare (Indicate Arrival/Departure airports below):
	

	Accommodation:
	

	Meals/Food:
	

	Local Travel:
	

	Health Related Costs:
	

	Visa Fees/Residence Permits:
	

	Supplies/Equipment/Facilities:
	

	University fees/tuition:
	

	Other (Please itemize below):
	

	Expected Earnings Contribution (if applicable):
	

	Total Expenses:
	

	Funds available from other sources, if any:
	

	TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED:
	


Additional Budget Explanation
In no more than 250 words, please provide any additional information that is relevant to your budget proposal. 
