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Dear Young Leaders Council members,

It is my pleasure to share with you the Young Leaders Council Annual Report for the 2019–20 fiscal year. This 
report highlights the incredible contributions of this group, including your engagement and generous support 
of the College and its students. 

This year has been one of extraordinary challenges, yet I am inspired by the generosity displayed by the 
Columbia community, especially young alumni leaders like you. During the 2019–20 fiscal year the members 
of the YLC gave more than $640,000 for the Columbia College Fund, which is nearly 40 percent of the 
total support of the recent alumni community. This support is instrumental to the College, providing vitally 
important resources to every aspect of the undergraduate experience. Your generosity has strengthened the 
Core Curriculum, funded financial aid and stipends for internships and research opportunities, and allowed us 
to offer innovative programs and services to our students. 

Thank you for your support of Columbia College. I am grateful for your partnership and dedication to making 
the Columbia College experience possible for our students. 

Roar, Lion(s), Roar,

James J. Valentini
Dean of Columbia College and
Vice President for Undergraduate Education

A NOTE FROM 

THE DEAN

A MESSAGE FROM

OUR CO-CHAIRS
Dear Young Leaders Council members, 

Fiscal year 2019–20 was unprecedented, affecting each and every one of us in different ways. The COVID-19 
pandemic has changed the way we collaborate and connect with one another, shifting our Young Leaders 
Council community to this new virtual setting. 

Despite these changes, the YLC continues to foster connections between alumni and build support for the 
College Fund. We are grateful for your dedication and commitment to Columbia College, and are excited 
to share our achievements over the past year with you. 

There was tremendous growth for the YLC during the 2019–20 fiscal year. We are now 154 members 
strong, welcoming eight new members to the board and 46 new members to the council. This robust 
membership, along with numerous well-attended events, propelled our community to new heights. 

As we enter fiscal year 2021, we are excited to have Lauren Accordino CC’09 join us as co-chair of the YLC, 
helping expand our footprint in Los Angeles. 

Thank you again for your generous support of Columbia College and for actively participating as members of 
the YLC. 

With gratitude and appreciation,

Kevin G. Galligan CC’05
Tom Meister CC’09
Co-Chairs, Young Leaders Council
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WINE TASTING  
IN SONOMA 

 
Brent H. Bessire CC’91 
hosted this event at his 

winery, Fogline Vineyards.

September

YOUNG LEADERS COUNCIL EVENTS

Events     5

December January February April

NETWORKING BREAKFAST 
IN NEW YORK CITY 

 
Venkat K. Kausik CC’13  
hosted this event at the 

Macquarie Group offices.

COCKTAILS & CONVERSATION WITH 
UNIVERSITY TRUSTEES IN NEW YORK CITY 

 
Hosted by Kevin G. Galligan CC’05 at the Union Club of 
New York City, members were joined by Trustees Lisa L. 
Carnoy CC’89, Wanda Holland Greene CC’89, TC’91, 
Jonathan S. Lavine CC’88, P: CC’16, CC’18 and Victor 

H. Mendelson CC’89, P: CC’18, CC’20, CC’23. 

BAY AREA HOLIDAY PARTY  
IN SAN FRANCISCO 

 
This event at The Blue Light brought 

together networking opportunities and 
festivities to start the holiday season.

DEAN’S SCHOLARSHIP 
RECEPTION 

 
Carlos A. Cuevas CC’05, PH’12, 

SIPA’12 spoke at the Dean’s Scholarship 
Reception, sharing his family’s story  

and connection to Columbia. 

COVID-19 VIRTUAL EVENT 
 

Tao Tan CC’07, BUS'11, one of the leaders  
for McKinsey & Company’s COVID-19  
response, hosted the YLC’s first virtual  
event and discussed how businesses  

were responding to the crisis.

ZOOM HAPPY HOUR 
 

The virtual event was an opportunity for 
members from different geographic  

locations to get to know each other and 
strengthen the YLC community.

June

Networking Breakfast Cocktails & Conversation Dean's Scholarship Reception Wine Tasting
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MEMBER GROWTH

YOUNG LEADERS COUNCIL

GROWTH
As Young Leaders Council membership expands both in size and 
geographic outreach, our impact on the Columbia College Fund grows. 
The YLC leads the young alumni community, setting the standard for 
dedicated support and service to Columbia College.
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FUND
The Columbia College Fund provides current-use resources to address 
the immediate priorities of Columbia College and its students. The Young 
Leaders Council gave more than $640,000 in support of the Columbia 
College Fund during the 2019–20 fiscal year.

FINANCIAL AID
55.3%

STUDENT  
LIFE

20.6%

CORE
CURRICULUM 

22.7%

INTERNSHIPS
1.4%

$98k  
Financial Aid

 $203k  
Unrestricted  

Columbia College Fund

 $327k  
Core Curriculum

FUND

Financial Aid
•	 Uphold the College’s commitment to need-blind 

admissions and full-need financial aid policies

•	 Cover the cost for books for students with need

Internships
•	 Career planning resources

•	 Stipends for internships and research opportunities

Core Curriculum
•	 Recruit and retain the very best instructors

•	 Offer 552 sections of the Core each year

Student Life
•	 Stress-relieving activities and study breaks

•	 Career fairs, advising sessions, brochures and resources

YLC LEADERS AT COLUMBIA 
Members of the Young Leaders Council support Columbia College in 
countless ways. Their tireless efforts and support are reflected in their 
leadership roles at the College.

 

Centennial Circle
16  MEMBERS

TOP AREAS OF SUPPORT:

 

Alumnae Legacy Circle
15  MEMBERS

 

Fund Development Council
7  MEMBERS

 

Young Alumni Fund  
Advisory Board

4  MEMBERS

 

Reunion  
Leadership  

Partners
2  MEMBERS

YOUNG LEADERS 
COUNCIL
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2019–20

YOUNG LEADERS COUNCIL

Lauren Accordino CC’09

Eric M. Allbin CC’01

Randy W. Berkowitz CC’04

Ganesh H. Betanabhatla CC’06

Francesca Bodini CC’06, BUS’09

Caitlin Prendergast Brodie CC’06

Cynthia Chen CC’04, GSAS’14

Carlos A. Cuevas CC’05, SIPA’12, PH’12

Zecki A. Dossal CC’02, BUS’13

Avram J. Drori CC’04, BUS’09

Andrew Heinrich CC’13

Maya Ho CC’18

Christopher L. Jones CC’07

Allan Kang CC’14

Scott H. Koonin CC’02

Megan M. Lundy CC’08

Heather E. Meyerdirk CC’06

Vijay Mohan CC’01

Sumana Rao CC’08

Lisa H. Scolnik CC’06, BUS’12

Michelle Tan CC’16

Cecilia C. Wang CC’09, LAW’12

Geoffrey M. Williams CC’03

Alastair Wood CC’01

Iain Wood CC’03

Kevin G. Galligan CC’05

BOARD MEMBERS

CO-CHAIRS

Alisa Amarosa Wood CC’01, BUS’08

Tom Meister CC’09

CHAIR EMERITA

Tyler R. Boyd CC’06, BUS’16

CHAIRS EMERITI
Michael Brown CC’06

Launched in celebration of the centennial of the Core Curriculum, the 
Centennial Circle is a leadership giving society of Columbia College’s 
most dedicated supporters of the Core. Sixteen Young Leaders 
Council members joined by making leadership level commitments 
to ensure the Core Curriculum continues to challenge and transform 
students for the next 100 years.

Randy W. Berkowitz CC’04

Ganesh H. Betanabhatla CC’06

Michael Brown CC’06

Carlos A. Cuevas CC’05, SIPA’12, PH’12

Kevin G. Galligan CC’05

Sarah Schrager Gitlin CC’13

Andrew Heinrich CC’13

Meredith G. Milstein CC’09, BUS’17

Vijay Mohan CC’01

Tao Tan CC’07, BUS’11

Paul H. Tietz Jr. CC’08

Michael I. Topol CC’10, LAW’21

Cecilia C. Wang CC’09, LAW’12

Alastair Wood CC’01

Alisa Wood CC’01, BUS’08

Sharon Yang CC’08
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CENTENNIAL CIRCLE

 

“The Core Curriculum  
provided an unparalleled 

education in how to be a rational, 
reasonable and thoughtful human 
being. The Core taught me how 

to tackle any problem and how to 
approach the world with honest 
inquiry, and its timeless wisdom  

is as relevant today as ever."
Michael I. Topol CC’10, LAW’21



 

 

Michael A. Accordino CC’07

Zila R. Acosta-Grimes CC’11, LAW’15

Ram Ahluwalia CC’01

Tala T. Akhavan CC’13

Zachary W. Ali CC’11

Jeremy E. Banon CC’13

Jennifer M. Baskin CC’03

Iyobosa O. Bello-Asemota CC’19

Diana Benton Schechter CC’05

Katherine D. Benvenuto CC’03, BUS’12

Sulman A. Bhatti CC’06, LAW’10

Tiffany N. Bryant CC’08

Theodore R. Buchsbaum CC’14

Christian X. Capasso CC’07, BUS’14

Stephanie Hagio Chin CC’06

Christopher S. Chu CC’17

Jordan R. Cline CC’19

Sarah R. Coleman CC’15

Leigh E. Colvin CC’14, TC’18, TC’19

Eleanor L. Coufos CC’03, BUS’11

Marcello E. Cricco-Lizza CC’11, GSAS’16

Evan H. Daar CC’09

Stephanie J. Davis CC’09

Adrian P. Demko CC’07

Ravi R. Desai CC’05

Erica D. Dorfman CC’11

Mariele K. Dunn CC’11

Kathryn V. Ebner CC’05

Thomas J. Enright III CC’03

Christina Fang CC’07

Samantha Feingold-Criss CC’07

Thomas E. Flynn CC’15

Ari S. Freisinger CC’08

Sarah Schrager Gitlin CC’13

Austin T. Glover CC’14

Jesse W.F. Golomb CC’02

Thomas E. Gorman CC’04

Brian Grimes Jr. CC’11

Emily A. Gruber CC’19

Erin O. Gun CC’15

Gairy C. Hall Jr. CC’11, BUS’16

Halle G. Hammond CC’06

Eric S. Han CC’13

Ken M. Harada CC’05

Stephanie Hart CC’12, GS’15, GM’20

Laura M. Heller CC’01

Keith Hernandez CC’07

Sonia Hirdaramani CC’02

Adria C. Hou CC’02

Katherine G. Howitt CC’13

Oleg A. Ilichev CC’04

Janice Ince CC’01

Ian A. Jay CC’05, LAW’11

Mallory A. Jensen CC’05, LAW’12

Arvind S. Kadaba CC’07

Justin A. Kahn CC’13

Daniel O. Kanak CC’10

David H. Kang CC’15

Arjun Kapoor CC’09

Venkat K. Kausik CC’13

Jonathan T. Keehner CC’00

John B. Kenney CC’13, LAW’14

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Michelle A. Klein CC’02

Kristin E. Kramer CC’09

Kara Kupferberg CC’18, SIPA’19

James A. Lake CC’13

Emily Lavine CC’18

Kevin M. Lawi CC’00

Richard J. Lee CC’16

Stephanie Y. Lung CC’04

David A. Matteini CC’01, BUS’08

Pablo F. Mendoza CC’16

Alexander D. Meshel CC’18

Robert L. Meyerhoff CC’06

Jacob Miller CC’11

Meredith Milstein Polivy CC’09, BUS’17

David N. Morgan CC’12

Daniel S. Moss CC’03

Jose O. Negrette CC’05

Nathania E. Nisonson CC’03

Brendan F. O’Hearn CC’13

Susan Phan CC’12

Preston M. Pohl CC’09

Azhar Quader CC’02, BUS’12

Amy Y. Reisenberg CC’01

Carter M. Reum CC’03

Brett A. Robbins CC’09

Elisse J. Roche CC’14

Nathan D. Rosin CC’18

Adam A. Rozencwajg CC’06

Sara R. Sakowitz CC’18

Olivia C. Santoro CC’13, BUS’20

David A. Seidman CC’06

Lauren Schy Seidman CC’08

Ali N. Shafei CC’10

Daniel J. Shapiro CC’07

Dara Marans Shapiro CC’14

Eric J. Shapiro CC’13

David L. Simons CC’06

Ravi J. Sinha CC’17

Terrance L. Smith CC’08, BUS’13

Tao Tan CC’07, BUS’11

Brandon C. Thompson CC’12

Genevieve M. Thornton CC’02, BUS’09

Paul H. Tietz Jr. CC’08

Maxwell C. Tobin CC’09, BUS’18, LAW’18

David Toledano CC’05

Michael I. Topol CC’10, LAW’21

Jonathan P. Truppman CC’07

Miklos C. Vasarhelyi CC’04, BUS’12

Niketh V. Velamoor CC’01

Amanda G. Veraldi CC’09

Jonathan Wang CC’12, BUS’20

Paul R. Wang CC’12

Charlotte Will CC’03

Gregory S. Winchell CC’06

Andrew W. Wood CC’14

Sharon Yang CC’08

Sue Yang CC’10

Mary Ye SEAS’12, SEAS’13

Sandra Yin CC’18

John A. Zaro CC’05

Jessica W. Zen CC’07

Kevin Zhang CC’14



COLUMBIA COLLEGE 
YOUNG LEADERS COUNCIL  

College.Columbia.edu/Alumni/YLC

LK2721@columbia.edu   |   212-851-7883


