
Columbia College 
Columbia University in the City of New York 

Bulletin | 2016-2017

March 13, 2017



TABLE OF
CONTENTS
Columbia College Bulletin ........................................................  3

Academic Calendar ...................................................................  4

The Administration and Faculty of Columbia College ............... 7

Admission ...............................................................................  43

Fees, Expenses, and Financial Aid ...........................................  44

Academic Requirements ..........................................................  72

Core Curriculum ....................................................................  76

Literature Humanities .......................................................  77

Contemporary Civilization ................................................  80

Art Humanities .................................................................  84

Music Humanities ............................................................. 87

Frontiers of Science ........................................................... 89

University Writing ............................................................  90

Foreign Language Requirement .........................................  93

Global Core Requirement .................................................  95

Science Requirement .......................................................  101

Physical Education Requirement .....................................  103

Academic Regulations ...........................................................  105

Registration ...........................................................................  117

Study Abroad ........................................................................  119

Special Programs ...................................................................  125

Academic Honors, Prizes, and Fellowships ............................  131

Standards and Discipline ....................................................... 139

Columbia University Policies ................................................  141

Departments, Programs, and Courses .................................... 146

African-American Studies ................................................  147

American Studies ............................................................  152

Ancient Studies ...............................................................  155

Anthropology ..................................................................  157

Archaeology ..................................................................... 169

Architecture ..................................................................... 172

Art History and Archaeology ........................................... 176

Astronomy ....................................................................... 190

Biological Sciences ..........................................................  203

Business ........................................................................... 223

Chemistry ........................................................................ 227

Classics ............................................................................ 244

Colloquia, Interdepartmental Seminars, and Professional
School Offerings .............................................................  259

Comparative Literature and Society ................................. 261

Computer Science ...........................................................  268

Creative Writing .............................................................  286

Dance .............................................................................. 308

Drama and Theatre Arts .................................................  322

Earth and Environmental Sciences ..................................  333

East Asian Languages and Cultures .................................  349

Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology .............. 372

Economics ....................................................................... 389

Education ........................................................................ 408

English and Comparative Literature ................................  415

Ethnicity and Race Studies .............................................. 446

Film Studies ....................................................................  452

French and Romance Philology ....................................... 456

Germanic Languages .......................................................  467

History ............................................................................  476

History and Philosophy of Science ..................................  494

Human Rights ................................................................  497

Italian .............................................................................. 503

Jazz Studies .....................................................................  521

Jewish Studies .................................................................  524

Language Resource Center ..............................................  528

Latin American and Caribbean Studies ............................ 539

Latin American and Iberian Cultures ..............................  542

Linguistics .......................................................................  570

Mathematics .................................................................... 574

Medieval and Renaissance Studies ...................................  587

Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies ...........  588

Music ..............................................................................  607

Philosophy ......................................................................  630

Physical Education and Intercollegiate Athletics ..............  638

Physics ............................................................................  645

Political Science ..............................................................  657

Psychology ......................................................................  677

Regional Studies .............................................................. 694



Religion ........................................................................... 695

Science, Technology, and Society ....................................  720

Slavic Languages .............................................................. 720

Sociology ......................................................................... 737

Statistics ..........................................................................  744

Sustainable Development ................................................  754

Urban Studies .................................................................  762

Visual Arts ......................................................................  768

Women's and Gender Studies .........................................  776

Index .....................................................................................  780



Columbia College Bulletin 2016-2017 03/31/17

3

COLUMBIA
COLLEGE
BULLETIN
2016-2017 | Columbia College | Founded 1754

Columbia College
208 Hamilton Hall, Mail Code 2805
1130 Amsterdam Avenue
New York, NY 10027

Phone: 212-854-2441
Website: http://www.college.columbia.edu/
E-mail: ColumbiaCollege@columbia.edu

Columbia University
Phone: 212-854-1754
Website: http://www.columbia.edu/

Coordinated by the Office of the Dean and Academic Planning and
Administration
Amy Kohn, Editor
Emma Gase, Assistant Editor
Cover Photo: Geoffrey Allen



Academic Calendar

4

ACADEMIC
CALENDAR
Columbia University reserves the right to revise or amend this
academic calendar, in whole or in part, at any time. Registration
and Change of Program period dates are tentative, and students
should consult their registration materials or speak with their
advising dean in the Berick Center for Student Advising (https://
www.cc-seas.columbia.edu/csa) to confirm up-to-date deadlines.
Updated calendar information is also available from the Registrar
(http://registrar.columbia.edu/event/academic-calendar).

Fall Term 2016
August 1 Monday. Last day for new students

entering in Fall 2016 to submit
vaccination documentation for measles,
mumps, and rubella; and to certify
meningitis decision online. Vaccination
documentation is due 30 days prior to
registration; students are not permitted
to register for classes without this
documentation.

1-5 Monday–Friday. Fall 2016 online
registration for continuing students
via Student Services Online (SSOL)
appointment.

23-25 Tuesday–Thursday. Fall 2016 online
registration for continuing students and
transfer students via Student Services
Online (SSOL) appointment.

29 Monday. New Student Orientation
Program begins for new students entering
in Fall 2016.

September 1 Thursday. Last day to apply or reapply for
the B.A. degree to be awarded in October
2016. Applications received after this
date are automatically applied to the next
conferral date.

2-3 Friday-Saturday. Fall 2016 online
registration for first-year students
via Student Services Online (SSOL)
appointment.

3 Saturday. Fall 2016 online registration for
continuing students and transfer students
via Student Services Online (SSOL)
appointment.

5 Monday. Labor Day. University
holiday.

6 Tuesday. Classes begin for the 263rd
academic year.

6-16 Weekdays only. Fall 2016 change-of-
Program period by on-line appointment
via Student Services Online (SSOL): all
students.

9,12 Friday and Monday. Deferred
examination dates.

15 Thursday. Last day to join a class off the
Wait List via Student Services Online
(SSOL). The Wait List tool will close at
9:30 p.m.

16 Friday. End of Change-of-Program
period. Last day to add courses. Last day
to uncover grade for Spring or Summer
2016 course taken Pass/D/Fail. Last day to
drop a Core Curriculum course. Must be
registered for a minimum of 12 points.

19–
October
11

Weekdays only. Post Change-of-Program
Add/Drop period by on-line appointment
via Student Services Online (SSOL).

30 Friday. Last day to confirm, upgrade,
or request a waiver from the Columbia
Student Health Insurance Plan.

October 11 Tuesday. Last day for students to drop
individual courses.

19 Wednesday. Award of October degrees.
20 Thursday. Midterm Date.

November 1 Tuesday. Last day to apply or reapply
for the B.A. degree to be awarded in
February. Applications received after this
date are automatically applied to the next
conferral date.

7 Monday. Academic holiday.
8 Tuesday. Election Day. University

holiday.
14–18 Monday–Friday. On-line registration for

Spring 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing students
only.

17 Thursday. Last day for students to register
for R credit, to change a regular course
to a Pass/D/Fail course or a Pass/D/Fail
course to a regular course, and/or to
withdraw from an individual course and
receive a notation of “W” on the transcript
in place of a letter grade.

24–27 Thursday–Sunday. Thanksgiving
holidays.

December 1 Thursday. Last day to apply or reapply
for the B.A. degree to be awarded in May.
Applications received after this date are
automatically applied to the next conferral
date.
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2 Friday. Last day for new Spring
2017 students to submit vaccination
documentation for measles, mumps, and
rubella; and to certify meningitis decision
on-line. Vaccination documentation is
due 30 days prior to registration; students
are not permitted to register for classes
without this documentation.

5–9 Monday–Friday. On-line registration for
Spring 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing students
only.

12 Monday. Last day of classes.
13–15 Tuesday–Thursday. Study days.
16–22 Friday–Thursday. Final examinations.
22 Thursday. Fall term ends.
23 Friday, December 23, 2016 through

Monday, January 16, 2017. Winter
holidays.

Spring Term 2017
January 1 Sunday. Last day for applicants to the

Class of 2021 to apply for admission.
3–13 Weekdays only. On-line registration for

Spring 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing and
transfer students only.

16 Monday. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
University holiday.

17 Tuesday. Classes begin.
17–27 Weekdays only. Change-of-Program

period by on-line appointment via
Student Services Online (SSOL).

20, 23 Friday and Monday. Deferred
examination dates.

26 Thursday. Last day to join a class off the
Wait List via Student Services Online
(SSOL). The Wait List tool will close at
9:30 p.m.

27 Friday. End of Change-of-Program
period. Last day to add courses. Last day
to uncover grade for Fall 2016 course
taken Pass/D/Fail. Last day to drop a Core
Curriculum course. Must be registered for
a minimum of 12 points.

January 30-
February
21

Weekdays only. Post Change-of-Program
Add/Drop period by on-line appointment
via Student Services Online (SSOL).

February 8 Wednesday. Awarding of February 2017
degrees.

21 Tuesday. Last day for students to drop
individual courses.

March 6 Monday. Midterm date.

7–10 Tuesday–Friday. Major Declaration.
13–17 Monday–Friday. Spring recess.
23 Thursday. Last day for students to register

for R credit, to change a regular course
to a Pass/D/Fail course or a Pass/D/Fail
course to a regular course, and/or to
withdraw from an individual course and
receive a notation of “W” on the transcript
in place of a letter grade.

April 17–21 Monday–Friday. On-line registration for
Fall 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing students
only.

May 1 Monday. Last day of classes.
2–4 Tuesday–Thursday. Study days.
5 Friday. Deadline for continuing students

to apply for financial aid for 2017-2018.
5–11 Friday–Thursday. Final examinations.
11 Thursday. Spring term ends.

Commencement
May 15 Monday. Baccalaureate Service.

16 Tuesday. Columbia College Class Day.
Academic Awards and Prizes Ceremony.
Phi Beta Kappa Induction Ceremony.

17 Wednesday. Award of May 2017 degrees.
University Commencement.

 Summer Registration Dates
for Fall 2017
June 12-16 Monday–Friday. On-line registration for

Fall 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing students
only.

19-23 Monday–Friday. On-line registration for
Fall 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing students
only.

July 31-
August 4

Monday–Friday. On-line registration for
Fall 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing students
only.

August 7-11 Monday–Friday. On-line registration for
Fall 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing students
only.

22-24 Tuesday–Thursday. On-line registration
for Fall 2017 via Student Services Online
(SSOL) appointment: continuing and
transfer students only.
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5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

PHYS 1291 019/19062 Th 1:00pm -
4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1291 020/72768 Th 1:00pm -
4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 13/15

PHYS 1291 021/20141 Th 4:10pm -
7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 13/15

PHYS 1291 022/15120 Th 4:10pm -
7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 12/15

PHYS 1291 023/26049 Th 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 12/15

PHYS 1291 024/26232 Th 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 8/15

PHYS 1291 025/12779 F 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 13/15

PHYS 1291 026/25096 F 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 11/15

Spring 2017: PHYS UN1291

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 1291 001/61966 M 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1291 002/76375 M 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 9/15

PHYS 1291 003/74858 T 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 12/15

PHYS 1291 004/64480 T 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 10/15

PHYS 1291 005/17809 W 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 12/15

PHYS 1291 006/64268 W 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 5/15

PHYS 1291 007/61869 Th 1:00pm -
4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1291 008/74156 Th 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 10/15

PHYS 1291 009/67925 F 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 7/15

PHYS UN1292 General Physics Laboratory II. 1 point.
Corequisites: PHYS W1201x-W1202y.
This course is the laboratory for the corequisite lecture course
(PHYS W1201x-W1202y) and can be taken only during the same
term as the corresponding lecture.

Spring 2017: PHYS UN1292

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 1292 001/25415 M 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1292 002/64628 M 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 15/15

PHYS 1292 003/74037 M 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1292 004/77349 M 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 13/15

PHYS 1292 005/64687 M 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1292 006/10789 M 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 7/15

PHYS 1292 007/26909 T 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 15/15

PHYS 1292 008/64016 T 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1292 009/21826 T 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 11/15

PHYS 1292 010/67061 T 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 11/15

PHYS 1292 011/75591 T 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 13/15

PHYS 1292 013/28570 W 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 15/15

PHYS 1292 014/28837 W 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 13/15

PHYS 1292 015/63092 W 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 16/15

PHYS 1292 016/70747 W 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 15/15

PHYS 1292 017/29301 W 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1292 018/66164 Th 1:00pm -
4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 15/15
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PHYS 1292 019/13901 Th 1:00pm -
4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 12/15

PHYS 1292 020/67374 Th 4:10pm -
7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 15/15

PHYS 1292 022/16213 Th 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS 1292 023/12305 F 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri

1 14/15

PHYS UN1401 Introduction To Mechanics and
Thermodynamics. 3 points.
Corequisites: MATH V1101 or the equivalent.
Fundamental laws of mechanics, kinematics and dynamics,
work and energy, rotational dynamics, oscillations, gravitation,
fluids, temperature and heat, gas laws, the first and second laws of
thermodynamics.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN1401

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 1401 001/66187 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

William
Zajc

3 137/160

PHYS 1401 002/64909 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
428 Pupin
Laboratories

Tanya
Zelevinsky

3 127/140

PHYS W1402 Introduction To Electricity, Magnetism, and
Optics. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: PHYS W1401.
Corequisites: MATH V1102 or the equivalent.
Electric fields, direct currents, magnetic fields, alternating
currents, electromagnetic waves, polarization, geometrical optics,
interference, and diffraction.

PHYS UN1403 Introduction to Classical and Quantum
Waves. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W1402.
Corequisites: MATH V1201 or the equivalent.
Classical waves and the wave equation, Fourier series and
integrals, normal modes, wave-particle duality, the uncertainty
principle, basic principles of quantum mechanics, energy levels,
reflection and transmission coefficients, applications to atomic
physics.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN1403

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 1403 001/70598 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
428 Pupin
Laboratories

Gustaaf
Brooijmans

3 100/130

PHYS UN1493 Introduction to Experimental Physics. 3
points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W1401 and W1402.
Laboratory work associated with the two prerequisite lecture
courses. Experiments in mechanics, thermodynamics, electricity,
magnetism, optics, wave motion, atomic physics, and nuclear
physics. Note: Students cannot receive credit for both PHYS
W1493 and W1494.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN1493

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 1493 001/14513 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 001/14513 T 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 002/75921 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 002/75921 T 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 003/18186 W 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 003/18186 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 004/71295 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 13/13

PHYS 1493 004/71295 W 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 13/13

PHYS 1493 005/61116 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 9/13

PHYS 1493 005/61116 W 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 9/13

PHYS 1493 006/66057 Th 1:00pm -
4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 006/66057 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 007/65479 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 007/65479 Th 4:10pm -
7:10pm

Giuseppina
Cambareri,

3 11/13
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5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Angelo
Esposito

PHYS 1493 008/28795 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 4/13

PHYS 1493 008/28795 Th 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 4/13

PHYS 1493 009/25573 F 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 9/13

PHYS 1493 009/25573 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 9/13

PHYS 1493 010/70269 M 1:00pm - 4:00pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 10/13

PHYS 1493 010/70269 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 10/13

PHYS 1493 011/29427 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 011/29427 M 4:10pm - 7:10pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 11/13

PHYS 1493 012/65892 T 3:00pm - 3:50pm
301 Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 9/13

PHYS 1493 012/65892 M 7:30pm -
10:30pm
5th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Giuseppina
Cambareri,
Angelo
Esposito

3 9/13

PHYS W1494 Introduction to Experimental Physics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W1401 and W1402.
Laboratory work associated with the two prerequisite lecture
courses. Experiments in mechanics, thermodynamics, electricity,
magnetism, optics, wave motion, atomic physics, and nuclear
physics. Note: Students cannot receive credit for both PHYS
W1493 and W1494.

PHYS UN1601 Physics, I: Mechanics and Relativity. 3.5
points.
Corequisites: MATH V1102 or the equivalent.
Fundamental laws of mechanics, kinematics and dynamics, work
and energy, rotational dynamics, oscillations, gravitation, fluids,
introduction to special relativity and relativistic kinematics. The
course is preparatory for advanced work in physics and related
fields.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN1601

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 1601 001/26908 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am

Thomas
Humensky

3.5 186/200

301 Pupin
Laboratories

PHYS UN1602 Physics, II: Thermodynamics, Electricity, and
Magnetism. 3.5 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W1601.
Corequisites: MATH V1201 or the equivalent.
Temperature and heat, gas laws, the first and second laws of
thermodynamics, kinetic theory of gases, electric fields, direct
currents, magnetic fields, alternating currents, electromagnetic
waves. The course is preparatory for advanced work in physics and
related fields.

Spring 2017: PHYS UN1602

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 1602 001/10916 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
428 Pupin
Laboratories

Thomas
Humensky

3.5 120/180

PHYS W2001 Special Relativity. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: a working knowledge of high school algebra,
trigonometry, and physics. Some familiarity with calculus is useful
but not essential.
This course is a comprehensive, one-semester introduction to the
essential ideas and mathematical structures underlying Einstein’s
Special Theory of Relativity. Among the topics covered will be:
the relativity of simultaneity, time dilation, Lorentz contraction,
velocity combination laws, time dilation over large distances, the
Lorentz transformation, spacetime diagrams, the basic (seeming)
paradoxes of special relativity, relativistic equations of motion and
E = mc2.

PHYS UN2601 Physics, III: Classical and Quantum Waves.
3.5 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W1402 or W1602.
Corequisites: MATH V1202 or the equivalent.
Classical waves and the wave equation, geometrical optics,
interference and diffraction, Fourier series and integrals, normal
modes, wave-particle duality, the uncertainty principle, basic
principles of quantum mechanics, energy levels, reflection and
transmission coefficients, the harmonic oscillator. The course is
preparatory for advanced work in physics and related fields.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN2601

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 2601 001/66441 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Jeremy
Dodd

3.5 56

PHYS W2699 Experiments in Classical and Modern Physics. 3
points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement
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Prerequisites: PHYS W1601 (or W1401), W1602 (or W1402),
and W2601.
Laboratory work associated with the three prerequisite lecture
courses. Experiments in mechanics, thermodynamics, electricity,
magnetism, optics, wave motion, atomic physics, and nuclear
physics.

PHYS UN2801 Accelerated Physics I. 4.5 points.
Prerequisites: Advanced Placement in physics and mathematics,
or the equivalent, and the instructor's permission. (A special
placement meeting is held during Orientation.)
This accelerated two-semester sequence covers the subject matter
of PHYS W1601, W1602 and W2601, and is intended for
those students who have an exceptionally strong background
in both physics and mathematics. The course is preparatory
for advanced work in physics and related fields. There is no
accompanying laboratory; however, students are encouraged to
take the intermediate laboratory, PHYS W3081, in the following
year.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN2801

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 2801 001/71180 T Th 10:10am -
12:00pm
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Robert
Mawhinney

4.5 42

PHYS UN2802 Accelerated Physics II. 4.5 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W2801.
This accelerated two-semester sequence covers the subject matter
of PHYS W1601, W1602 and W2601, and is intended for
those students who have an exceptionally strong background
in both physics and mathematics. The course is preparatory
for advanced work in physics and related fields. There is no
accompanying laboratory; however, students are encouraged to
take the intermediate laboratory, PHYS W3081, in the following
year.

Spring 2017: PHYS UN2802

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 2802 001/14518 T Th 10:10am -
12:00pm
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Robert
Mawhinney

4.5 35/70

PHYS W3002 From Quarks To the Cosmos: Applications of
Modern Physics. 3.5 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: W2601 or W2802
This course reinforces basic ideas of modern physics through
applications to nuclear physics, high energy physics, astrophysics
and cosmology. The ongoing Columbia research programs
in these fields are used as practical examples. The course is
preparatory for advanced work in physics and related fields.

PHYS UN3003 Mechanics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: general physics, and differential and integral
calculus.

Newtonian mechanics, oscillations and resonance, conservative
forces and potential energy, central forces, non-inertial frames
of reference, rigid body motion, an introduction to Lagrange's
formulation of mechanics, coupled oscillators, and normal modes.

Spring 2017: PHYS UN3003

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3003 001/75008 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
329 Pupin
Laboratories

John
Parsons

3 47/70

PHYS UN3007 Electricity and Magnetism. 3 points.
Prerequisites: general physics, and differential and integral
calculus.
Electrostatics and magnetostatics, Laplace's equation and
boundary-value problems, multipole expansions, dielectric
and magnetic materials, Faraday's law, AC circuits, Maxwell's
equations, Lorentz covariance, and special relativity.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN3007

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3007 001/28965 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Abhay
Pasupathy

3 56

PHYS UN3008 Electromagnetic Waves and Optics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W3007.
Maxwell's equations and electromagnetic potentials, the wave
equation, propagation of plane waves, reflection and refraction,
geometrical optics, transmission lines, wave guides, resonant
cavities, radiation, interference of waves, and diffraction.

Spring 2017: PHYS UN3008

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3008 001/20109 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Bradley
Johnson

3 45/70

PHYS W3018 Weapons of Mass Destruction. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason and Value
(REA).

Prerequisites: high school science and math.
A review of the history and environmental consequences of
nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons of mass destruction
(WMD); of how these weapons work, what they cost, how they
have spread, how they might be used, how they are currently
controlled by international treaties and domestic legislation, and
what issues of policy and technology arise in current debates on
WMD. What aspects of the manufacture of WMD are easily
addressed, and what aspects are technically challenging? It may be
expected that current events/headlines will be discussed in class.
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PHYS UN3072 Seminar in Current Research Problems. 2
points.
May be taken for Pass/Fail credit only.

A detailed study of a selected field of active research in physics.
The motivation, techniques, and results obtained to the present,
as well as the difficulties and unsolved problems. For Physics
majors only. Priority given to seniors; juniors by permission of the
instructor.

Spring 2017: PHYS UN3072

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3072 001/27725 M 5:30pm - 6:45pm
814 Pupin
Laboratories

Alberto
Nicolis

2 6/15

PHYS 3072 002/77416 M 5:30pm - 6:45pm
703 Northwest
Corner

Georgia
Karagiorgi

2 12/15

PHYS UN3081 Intermediate Laboratory Work. 2 points.
May be repeated for credit by performing different experiments.
The laboratory has available fifteen individual experiments, of
which two are required per 2 points.

Prerequisites: PHYS W2601 or PHYS W2802. Primarily for
junior and senior physics majors; other majors must obtain the
instructor's permission.
Each experiment is chosen by the student in consultation with
the instructor. Each section meets one afternoon per week, with
registration in each section limited by the laboratory capacity.
Experiments (classical and modern) cover topics in electricity,
magnetism, optics, atomic physics, and nuclear physics.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN3081

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3081 001/70071 M 1:10pm - 5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Elena Aprile 2 14/15

PHYS 3081 002/25382 Th 2:30pm -
6:20pm
Room TBA

Cory Dean 2 2/15

PHYS 3081 003/21157 F 1:10pm - 5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Morgan
May

2 17/15

Spring 2017: PHYS UN3081

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3081 002/72661 Th 1:10pm -
5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Elena Aprile 2 11/15

PHYS 3081 003/68328 F 1:10pm - 5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Morgan
May

2 14/15

PHYS UN3083 Electronics Laboratory. 3 points.
Enrollment limited to the capacity of the laboratory.

Prerequisites: PHYS W3003 or W3007. May be taken before or
concurrently with this course.

A sequence of experiments in solid-state electronics, with
introductory lectures.

Spring 2017: PHYS UN3083

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3083 001/23354 M W 1:10pm -
4:00pm
513 Pupin
Laboratories

John
Parsons

3 10/12

PHYS UN3500 Supervised Readings in Physics. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: the written permission of the faculty member who
agrees to act as supervisor, and the director of undergraduate
studies' permission.
Readings in a selected field of physics under the supervision of a
faculty member. Written reports and periodic conferences with
the instructor.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN3500

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3500 001/63144   Jeremy
Dodd

3 1

PHYS UN3900 Supervised Individual Research. 1-5 points.
Prerequisites: the written permission of the faculty member who
agrees to act as supervisor, and the director of undergraduate
studies' permission.
For specially selected physics majors, the opportunity to do a
research project in contemporary physics under the supervision of
a faculty member. A detailed report on the research is presented
by the student when the project is completed.

Fall 2016: PHYS UN3900

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 3900 001/69389   Jeremy
Dodd

1-5 14

PHYS G4003 Advanced Mechanics. 3 points.
Lagrange’s formulation of mechanics, calculus of variations, the
Action Principle, Hamilton’s formulation of mechanics, rigid
body motion, Euler angles, continuum mechanics, introduction to
chaotic dynamics

PHYS GU4003 Advanced Mechanics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: differential and integral calculus, differential
equations, and PHYS W3003 or the equivalent.
Lagrange's formulation of mechanics, calculus of variations and
the Action Principle, Hamilton's formulation of mechanics, rigid
body motion, Euler angles, continuum mechanics, introduction to
chaotic dynamics.

Spring 2017: PHYS GU4003

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4003 001/22513 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm

Brian Cole 3 32/45



Physics

654

329 Pupin
Laboratories

PHYS W4011 Particle Astrophysics and Cosmology. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: PHYS W1403, W2601 or W2802; MATH V1202 or
V1208; students are recommended but not required to have taken
PHYS W3003 and W3007.
An introduction to the basics of particle astrophysics and
cosmology. Particle physics - introduction to the Standard Model
and supersymmetry/higher dimension theories; Cosmology
– Friedmann-Robertson-Walker line element and equation
for expansion of universe; time evolution of energy/matter
density from the Big Bang; inflationary cosmology; microwave
background theory and observation; structure formation; dark
energy; observational tests of geometry of universe and expansion;
observational evidence for dark matter; motivation for existence of
dark matter from particle physics; experimental searches of dark
matter; evaporating and primordial black holes; ultra-high energy
phenomena (gamma-rays and cosmic-rays).

PHYS GU4012 String Theory. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W3003, PHYS W3008, PHYS W4021. PHYS
W4023 would be helpful but is not required. Students should
have some familiarity with tools for graphical presentation and
numeric problem solving such as Mathematica and/or MatLab.
This course is intended as an introduction to string theory for
undergraduates. No advanced graduate-level preparation is
assumed, and the material will be covered at (no higher than)
the advanced undergraduate level. Advanced topics such as
supersymmetry, T-duality, and covariant quantization will not
be covered. The focus will be on the dynamics of classical and
quantum mechanical strings, with an emphasis on integrating
undergraduate material in classical mechanics, relativity,
electrodynamics and quantum mechanics.

Spring 2017: PHYS GU4012

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4012 001/72877 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
414 Pupin
Laboratories

William
Zajc

3 5/30

PHYS GU4018 Solid-State Physics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W4021 and W4023, or the equivalent.
Introduction to solid-state physics: crystal structures, properties
of periodic lattices, electrons in metals, band structure, transport
properties, semiconductors, magnetism, and superconductivity.

Spring 2017: PHYS GU4018

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4018 001/29128 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
420 Pupin
Laboratories

Aron
Pinczuk

3 19/30

PHYS G4019 Mathematical Methods of Physics. 3 points.
Highlights of complex analysis, differential equations, integral
equations, Green’s functions, special functions, Fourier and
other transforms, approximation methods, group theory and
representations, differential geometry and manifolds.  Emphasis
on applications to physical problems

PHYS GU4019 Mathematical Methods of Physics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: differential and integral calculus; linear algebra;
PHYS W3003 and PHYS W3007; or the instructor's permission.
This course will present a wide variety of mathematical ideas
and techniques used in the study of physical systems. Topics
will include: ordinary and partial differential equations;
generalized functions; integral transforms; Green’s functions;
nonlinear equations, chaos, and solitons; Hilbert space and
linear operators; Feynman path integrals; Riemannian manifolds;
tensor analysis; probability and statistics. There will also be a
discussion of applications to classical mechanics, fluid dynamics,
electromagnetism, plasma physics, quantum mechanics, and
general relativity.

Fall 2016: PHYS GU4019

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4019 001/69902 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
420 Pupin
Laboratories

Brian
Metzger

3 18

PHYS G4021 Quantum Mechanics. 3 points.
The formulation of quantum mechanics in terms of state vectors
and linear operators, three dimensional spherically symmetric
potentials, the theory of angular momentum and spin, time-
independent and time-dependent perturbation theory, scattering
theory, identical particles

PHYS GU4021 Quantum Mechanics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: W3003, W3007, BC3006.
Formulation of quantum mechanics in terms of state vectors
and linear operators. Three dimensional spherically symmetric
potentials. The theory of angular momentum and spin. Identical
particles and the exclusion principle. Methods of approximation.
Multi-electron atoms.

Fall 2016: PHYS GU4021

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4021 001/73832 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Emlyn
Hughes

3 54

PHYS GU4022 Quantum Mechanics II. 3 points.
Prerequisites:PHYS UN4021.Formulation of quantum
mechanics in terms of state vectors and linear operators, three-
dimensional spherically symmetric potentials, the theory of
angular momentum and spin, time-independent and time-
dependent perturbation theory, scattering theory, and identical
particles.Selected phenomena from atomic physics, nuclear
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physics, and elementary particle physics are described and then
interpreted using quantum mechanical models.

Spring 2017: PHYS GU4022

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4022 001/64588 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Emlyn
Hughes

3 53/60

PHYS G4023 Thermal and Statistical Physics. 3 points.
Pre or co-requisite: G4021. Thermodynamics, kinetic theory, and
methods of statistical mechanics; energy and entropy; Boltzmann,
Fermi, and Bose distributions; ideal and real gases; blackbody
radiation; chemical equilibrium; phase transitions; ferromagnetism

PHYS GU4023 Thermal and Statistical Physics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W4021 or the equivalent.
Thermodynamics, kinetic theory, and methods of statistical
mechanics; energy and entropy; Boltzmann, Fermi, and Bose
distributions; ideal and real gases; blackbody radiation; chemical
equilibrium; phase transitions; ferromagnetism.

Fall 2016: PHYS GU4023

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4023 001/12673 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
329 Pupin
Laboratories

Frederik
Denef

3 42

PHYS GU4040 Introduction to General Relativity. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PHYS W3003, PHYS W3007 or the equivalent.
Tensor algebra, tensor analysis, introduction to Riemann
geometry. Motion of particles, fluid, and fields in curved
spacetime. Einstein equation. Schwarzschild solution; test-particle
orbits and light bending. Introduction to black holes, gravitational
waves, and cosmological models.

Fall 2016: PHYS GU4040

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4040 001/97194 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
420 Pupin
Laboratories

Rachel
Rosen

3 28

PHYS W4050 Introduction to Particle Physics. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: PHYS W2601 or W2802, or the equivalent.
Review of key concepts in quantum mechanics and special
relativity. Conservation laws, decays, interactions, oscillations.
Atoms, nuclei, hadrons (protons and neutrons) and quarks.
Current theoertical and experimental challenges, including physics
at the Large Hadron Collider.

PHYS GU4051 Advanced Laboratory Work. 2 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
The laboratory has 13 available individual experiments, of which
two are required per 2 points. Each experiment requires two (four-
hour) laboratory sessions. Registration is limited by the laboratory

capacity. May be repeated for credit with different experiment
selection. Experiments (classical and modern) cover topics in
electricity, magnetism, optics, atomic physics, and nuclear physics.

Fall 2016: PHYS GU4051

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4051 001/76916 M 1:10pm - 5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Elena Aprile 2 0/0

PHYS 4051 002/12869 Th 1:10pm -
5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Cory Dean 2 0/0

PHYS 4051 003/75876 F 1:10pm - 5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Morgan
May

2 0/0

Spring 2017: PHYS GU4051

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PHYS 4051 002/69473 Th 1:10pm -
5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Elena Aprile 2 0/0

PHYS 4051 003/73559 F 1:10pm - 5:00pm
6th Flr Pupin
Laboratories

Morgan
May

2 0/0

PHYS W4075 Biology at Physical Extremes. 0 points.
Prerequisites: one year each of introductory physics and biology.
This is a combined lecture/seminar course designed for graduate
students and advanced undergraduates. The course will cover a
series of cases where biological systems take advantage of physical
phenomena in counter intuitive and surprising ways to accomplish
their functions. In each of these cases, we will discuss different
physical mechanisms at work. We will limit our discussions to
simple, qualitative arguments. We will also discuss experimental
methods enabling the study of these biological systems. Overall,
the course will expose students to a wide range of physical
concepts involved in biological processes.

PHYS W4080 Scientific Computing. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: PHYS W3003, PHYS W3008, PHYS W4021, PHYS
W4023 or the instructor permission.
This course is intended to provide an introduction to scientic
computing for Physics and other physical science undergraduates.
Methods of computing will be taught through solving a variety
of physical science problems. Previous programming experience
is useful, but not required. The course will introduce the C
++ programming language and also make use of Python and
MATLAB in class and in exercises. The first part of the course
will introduce these software tools and explore basic numerical
algorithms for dierential equations and matrices, emphasizing
numerical stability and performance. These algorithms will then
be used to explore physical phenomena, such as the equation
of state for a simple gas, electromagnetic wave propgation and
statistical mechanics systems. A brief discussion of parallel
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computing techniques will be included, with a chance to
implement some parallel algorithms.

PHYS G4302 General Relativity and Black Holes. 3 points.
Special relativity and its role in physics, the Newtonian theory
of gravity from Einstein’s viewpoint, the equivalence principle,
differential geometry and geodesics, Einstein’s equations, light
bending and gravitational lensing, Newtonian thermodynamics of
black holes

PHYS G4386 Geometrical Concepts In Physics. 3 points.
Material from topology and differential geometry with
illustrations of their use in electrodynamics, general relativity,
and Yang-Mills theory.  In particular, topological and differential
manifolds, tensors, vector bundles, connections, and Lie groups
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Political Science
Departmental Office: 710 International Affairs Building;
212-854-3707
http://www.polisci.columbia.edu

Director of Undergraduate Studies:
Prof. Andrew J. Nathan, 931 International Affairs Building;
212-854-6909; ajn1@columbia.edu

Economics-Political Science Advisers:
Economics: Prof. Susan Elmes, Director of Undergraduate Studies,
1006 International Affairs Building; se5@columbia.edu
Political Science: Prof. Carlo Prato, 702 International Affairs
Building; 212-854-3646; cp2928@columbia.edu

Political Science-Statistics Advisers:
Political Science: Prof. Robert Shapiro, 730 International Affairs
Building; 212-854-3944; rys3@columbia.edu
Statistics: Prof. Banu Baydil, 612 West 115th Street, Room
611; 212-853-1397; bb2717@columbia.edu
Statistics: Prof. Ronald Neath, 612 West 115th Street, Room
612; 212-853-1398; rcn2112@columbia.edu

The discipline of political science focuses on issues of power
and governance and, in particular, on political institutions, both
formal and informal. It also focuses on political behavior, political
processes, political economy, and state-society relations.

The field consists of four substantive subfields: American
politics, which covers such topics as national and local politics,
elections, and constitutional law; comparative politics, which
aims at understanding the political systems of other countries,
both by studying individual states and by engaging in cross-
national comparisons; international relations, which deals with
the ways that states and other political actors behave in the
international arena, including such topics as security, foreign
policies, international organizations, and international economic
relations; and political theory, which analyzes the history of
normative political thought as well as of analytic concepts such as
the nature of justice or liberty.

Other broad topics, such as “political economy,” or the study
of the relationships between economic and political processes,
overlap with the subfields, but also constitute a separate program
(see below). Methodology, including statistical analysis and formal
modeling, also occupies an important place in the discipline.

Advanced Placement
The department grants credit toward the major for work
completed under the College Entrance Examination Board
(CEEB) Advanced Placement Program. Students receive
3 academic credits and exemption from POLS UN1201
Introduction To American Government and Politics or
POLS UN1501 Introduction to Comparative Politics for scores of

5 in the United States and Comparative Government and Politics
AP Exams.

Advising
The Department of Political Science offers a variety of advising
resources to provide undergraduate majors and concentrators
with the information and support needed to successfully navigate
through the program. These resources are described below.

Undergraduate Advising Office
Students should take questions or concerns about the
undergraduate program to the department's undergraduate
advising office first. If advisers cannot answer a student's question,
they then refer the student to the appropriate person.

The undergraduate advising office is staffed by a political science
Ph.D. student who holds open office hours at least once per week
(the schedule can be found on-line at http://polisci.columbia.edu/
academic-programs/undergraduate-programs/advising). Students
should stop by during these hours with questions about
requirements, course selection, course of study, transfer and study
abroad credit, and any other aspect of the program. Students may
also reach the adviser by email at polisciadvising@columbia.edu.

Students should also visit the undergraduate advising office
for assistance in completing the political science program
planning form (available in the office, or on-line at http://
polisci.columbia.edu/academic-programs/undergraduate-
programs/planning-forms). The advisers must sign and date this
form in the approval column next to any listed class that requires
approval to be counted toward the program (transfer courses, non-
traditional courses, etc.). These forms cannot be completed by
faculty advisers. Each student's planning form is kept on file in the
department, so that each semester they may meet with an adviser
to update it.

The advisers are also available to speak with students about more
substantive issues, including research interests, internships, and
post-college plans. Since the advisers have been through the
graduate school application process, they are great resources
with whom students may discuss the process. Also, because they
are current Ph.D. students in the department, they are familiar
with the research interests of political science faculty  and can
therefore refer students to a professor for thesis advice, a research
assistant job, or a faculty member whose research corresponds to
the student's interests.

Requesting a Faculty Adviser
Often the best way for students to obtain advising from a faculty
member is to contact a professor with whom they have taken a
class in an area of interest. Students also have the option of having
a faculty adviser assigned by the department. To request a faculty
adviser, students should complete the Faculty Adviser Request
Form and submit it to the undergraduate coordinator during the
first two weeks of the semester.
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Students may consult with their faculty adviser for any substantive
issue, but still must visit walk-in advising hours to have courses
approved, to fill out and update planning forms, and to discuss
departmental requirements and regulations.

Director of Undergraduate Studies
The director of undergraduate studies oversees the undergraduate
program and is available during office hours. While a student's
first stop for advising should be the undergraduate advising office,
the director of undergraduate studies is available to answer any
questions that the undergraduate advisers or the undergraduate
coordinator cannot. In such cases, the undergraduate coordinator
and advisers refer students to the director of undergraduate
studies.

Economics–Political Science Adviser
Economics–political science majors may consult with the
economics-political science adviser during office hours. Please
note that students should also see an undergraduate adviser to
discuss major requirements and fill out a planning form. For any
questions about the economics–political science program that an
undergraduate adviser cannot answer, students are referred to the
economics-political science adviser.

Political Science–Statistics Adviser
Political science–statistics majors may consult with the political
science-statistics adviser during office hours. Please note that
students should also see an undergraduate adviser to discuss
major requirements and fill out a planning form. For any
questions about the political science–statistics program that an
undergraduate adviser cannot answer, students are referred to the
political science-statistics adviser.

Faculty At-Large
Students are encouraged to contact any professor for advice during
his or her office hours, or by appointment, to discuss interests in
political science, course selection, and other academic or post-
college issues. The faculty may provide advice about graduate
schools, suggest literature that the student might consult as
sources for research, recommend specific courses or professors
based on the student's interests, or offer information about
research opportunities with faculty. However, students should
note that any issues surrounding departmental regulations and
requirements, major certification, course approvals, etc., are
addressed at the undergraduate advising office.

Honors Program
The department offers the Honors Program for a limited number
of seniors who want to undertake substantial research projects and
write honors theses. The honors thesis is expected to be at least 75
pages in length and of exceptional quality.

Honors students perform research as part of a full-year honors
seminar (POLS W3998-POLS W3999 Senior Honors Seminar,
8 points total) during their senior year, in place of the seminar
requirement for majors. Honors students may, however, take

regular seminars to fulfill other course requirements for the
major. Theses are due in late March or early April. To be awarded
departmental honors, the student must satisfy all the requirements
for the major, maintain a 3.6 GPA in the major, and complete a
thesis of sufficiently high quality to merit honors.

The honors seminar director provides general direction for the
seminar. The honors seminar director supervises all students; each
student also works with a faculty member in his or her major
subfield (American politics, comparative politics, international
relations, or political theory) and a preceptor. The honors
seminar meets weekly for part of the year and addresses general
issues involved in research and thesis writing, such as how to
develop research questions and projects, methodology, sources of
evidence, and outlining and drafting long papers. The sessions
are also used for group discussions of students’ research and thesis
presentations. Students are also expected to meet periodically with
the supervising professor and preceptor.

Students who wish to apply to the Honors Program must notify
the department in writing by the end of the spring semester of the
junior year. Please check the department website for the official
deadline. Normally no more than 10% of graduating majors
receive departmental honors in a given academic year. Applicants
are required to have already completed the methods requirement
for the major.

Application Materials
Applications to the Honors Program must include the following:

1. A cover page with the student’s name, CUID number, e-mail
address, and school (Columbia College or General Studies);

2. An official transcript, which may be obtained from the
Office of the Registrar (http://www.registrar.columbia.edu)
in Kent Hall, or from Student Services Online (https://
ssol.columbia.edu) (SSOL);

3. A writing sample, preferably a paper written for a political
science course;

4. A brief description (no more than one page) of a possible
thesis topic. For guidelines for writing a proposal, please
review the Guidelines for Honors Seminar Proposals (http://
polisci.columbia.edu/files/polisci/content/pdf/students/
Honors%20SeminarApplication%20guidelines.pdf).

Complete applications should be sent to:

Department of Political Science
Attn: Departmental Honors
420 West 118th Street
Mail Code 3320
New York, NY 10027
In addition, students are encouraged to find a faculty sponsor
for their thesis proposal. Students who have identified a faculty
sponsor should indicate the sponsor in the proposal; students
without a faculty sponsor should identify a faculty member with
whom they would like to work. Research areas for the political
science department faculty are listed on the department's website
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(http://www.columbia.edu/cu/polisci). Students will be notified
by e-mail of the decision taken on their applications before fall
registration.

Students who are not accepted into the honors seminar, or who
decide after the application deadline that they would like to write
an honors thesis may take one or two semesters of Special Reading
and Research in order to write a thesis to submit for honors
consideration.

For registration information and more details about this process,
students should contact the undergraduate coordinator. Students
may also submit for honors consideration a paper written for
a class. Note that most honors theses are at least 75 pages in
length. All theses must be submitted along with a confidential
assessment of the paper by the supervising instructor in order to
be considered for departmental honors. Students who choose this
path must also complete all the requirements for the major and
maintain a minimum major GPA of 3.6. Theses are due in late
March or early April, and decisions about departmental honors are
announced in May.

Departmental Prizes and
Fellowships
The Department of Political Science administers the following
prizes and awards. Unless otherwise noted, students do not play
an active part in the nomination process. Rather, faculty members
nominate students at their own discretion. Departmental prizes
are reserved for political science majors.

Charles A. Beard Prize
A cash prize awarded every other year to the student who writes
the best paper in political science during the academic year.

Caroline Phelps Stokes Prize
A cash prize established at the bequest of Caroline Phelps Stokes
is awarded to a student who has been a degree candidate at
Columbia College or Barnard College for at least one academic
year, and who has written the best essay in course or seminar work
on the general subject of human rights.

Allan J. Willen Memorial Prize
A cash prize awarded to the Columbia College student who writes
the best seminar paper on a contemporary American political
problem.

Edwin Robbins Academic Research/Public
Service Fellowship
The Robbins Fellowship provides a stipend each summer for at
least two political science students in Columbia College who will
be engaged in research in important matters of politics or policy
making or who will be working, without other compensation, as
interns in a governmental office, agency, or other public service
organization. Each spring, the department invites students to

submit fellowship proposals. Awards are announced in late April
or early May.

The Arthur Ross Foundation Award
Phyllis Stevens Sharp Fellowship in American
Politics
The Phyllis Stevens Sharp Endowment Fund provides stipends
each year during either academic semester or the summer for
one or more Columbia College or School of General Studies
students majoring or concentrating in political science to support
research in American politics or policy making, or otherwise
uncompensated internships in a government office, agency, or
other public service organization. Each spring, the department
invites students to submit fellowship proposals. Awards are
announced in late April or early May.

Early Admission to the
Master's Degree Program in
Political Science for Columbia
and Barnard Political Science
Undergraduates
While the Department of Political Science does not offer a
joint bachelor of arts/master’s degree, it does allow Columbia
and Barnard undergraduates to apply for early admission to its
master’s degree program. This enables qualified undergraduates
majoring or concentrating in political science to obtain the B.A.
degree and M.A. degree in fewer than five years (ten semesters)
from the time of their entrance into Columbia or Barnard, if
they fulfill the M.A. course and residency requirements through
summer course work after receiving the B.A. or accelerated study
during the course of their undergraduate career.

Students should apply during the fall semester of their senior
year for admission to the M.A. program in the following fall
semester, after completion of the B.A. degree. The department
and the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences may award up to
one-half residence unit of advanced standing and/or up to three
courses (nine to twelve credits) of transfer credit for graduate
courses (4000-level and above) taken at Columbia in excess of
the requirements for the Columbia bachelor's degree, as certified
by the dean of the undergraduate school awarding the bachelor's
degree.

For further information about the application process and
minimum qualifications for early admission, please contact the
director of undergraduate studies.

For further information about requirements for the M.A. degree,
see http://gsas.columbia.edu/content/academic-programs/
political-science.

Faculty
Professors

• Richard K. Betts
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• Jagdish Bhagwati (also Economics)
• Partha Chatterjee (Anthropology)
• Jean L. Cohen
• Rodolfo de la Garza (also School of International and Public

Affairs)
• Michael Doyle (also School of International and Public

Affairs; Law School)
• Jon Elster
• Robert Erikson
• Virginia Page Fortna
• Timothy Frye (Chair)
• Ester Fuchs (School of International and Public Affairs)
• Andrew Gelman (also Statistics)
• Donald P. Green
• Bernard Harcourt (Law)
• Fredrick Harris
• Jeffrey Henig (Teachers College)
• John Huber
• Macartan Humphreys
• Robert Jervis
• David C. Johnston
• Ira Katznelson (also History)
• Sudipta Kaviraj (Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African

Studies)
• Mahmood Mamdani (Anthropology)
• Isabela Mares
• M. Victoria Murillo (also School of International and Public

Affairs)
• Andrew J. Nathan
• Sharyn O'Halloran (also School of International and Public

Affairs)
• Kenneth Prewitt (School of International and Public Affairs)
• Robert Y. Shapiro
• Jack Snyder
• Michael Ting (also School of International and Public Affairs)
• Nadia Urbinati
• Gregory Wawro
• Andreas Wimmer (Sociology)
•  

Associate Professors
• Shigeo Hirano
• Kimuli Kasara
• Jeffrey Lax
• Justin Phillips
• Tonya Putnam
• Johannes Urpelainen

Assistant Professors
• Allison Carnegie
• Daniel Corstange (also School of International and Public

Affairs)
• Turkuler Isiksel
• John Marshall
• Carlo Prato
• Joshua Simon

Lecturers
• Andreas Avgousti
• Kevin Elliott
• Jessica Kimpell Johnson
• Chiara Superti

Visiting Professors
• Takako Kobori Hikotani (2016-2017)
• Ehud Sommer (2016-2017)
• Thomas Lindemann (Fall 2016)

On Leave 
• Profs. Corstange, Doyle, Fortna and Mares (2016-2017)
• Profs. Huber and Isiksel (Fall 2016)
• Prof. Ting (Spring 2017)

Requirements
Guidelines for all
Political Science Majors,
Concentrators, and
Interdepartmental Majors
Planning Forms
Major Planning forms are available on the departmental website:
http://polisci.columbia.edu/academic-programs/undergraduate-
programs/planning-forms.

Policy on Double-Counting Courses
• No course may double-count for two separate majors/

concentrations or programs.

Policy on Counting Credits outside the
Department of Political Science

• Courses taken at other institutions or other Columbia
departments may not be used to meet the requirement of
a major or concentration in political science without the
approval of the Director of Undergraduate Studies or the
department’s undergraduate adviser. Students should secure
such approval in advance of registration.
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Pass/D/Fail and Grading Policy
• A grade of “Pass” is acceptable only for the first course taken

toward the major or concentration.
• Students must receive a grade of at least C- in order for a

course to count towards the major or concentration.

AP Credit Policy
• Students who receive transfer credit for one or more AP

exams in political science may count a maximum of one AP
course toward the major or concentration, contingent upon
completing an upper-level (3000 or higher) course with a
grade of C or higher in the subfield in which the AP exam was
taken. All transfer credits must be approved by the Director
of Undergraduate Studies or the undergraduate adviser
(http://bulletin.columbia.edu/columbia-college/departments-
instruction/political-science/polisciadvising@columbia.edu).

Transfer Credit Policy
• A maximum of three 3-point or 4-point courses in

Political Science may be transferred from other institutions
toward the major; a maximum of two courses in Political
Science may be transferred toward the concentration and
the two interdepartmental joint majors. This includes
study abroad and AP credit. All transfer credits must be
approved by the Director of Undergraduate Studies or
the undergraduate adviser (http://bulletin.columbia.edu/
columbia-college/departments-instruction/political-science/
polisciadvising@columbia.edu).

• Students wishing to count transfer credits toward the major
or concentration should send the Director of Undergraduate
Studies their transfer credit report, the syllabi of the courses
they want to count toward departmental requirements, and a
statement of how they want to apply the transfer credits to the
requirements.

Independent Study Policy
• Independent Study (POLS UN3901 Independent Reading

and Research I in the fall or POLS UN3902 Independent
Reading and Research II in the spring) taken in fulfillment
of course requirements for the major/concentration must be
taken for at least 3 points of credit.

Major in Political Science
Program of Study
To be planned with the department as soon as the student starts
to register for courses toward the major. Students should not
wait until they formally declare the major before meeting with an
undergraduate adviser during the registration period to plan their
programs for the major.

Course Requirements
Students must choose a Primary Subfield and a Secondary
Subfield to study. The subfields are as follows:

• American Politics (AP)
• Comparative Politics (CP)
• International Relations (IR)
• Political Theory (PT)

The major in political science requires a minimum of 9 courses in
political science, to be distributed as follows:

Introductory Courses
Students must take two of the following introductory courses:

POLS UN1201 Introduction To American
Government and Politics

POLS UN1501 Introduction to Comparative
Politics

POLS UN1601 Introduction to International
Politics

POLS UN1101 Political Theory I
NOTE: Introductory courses taken that do not fit into
the Primary or Secondary Subfield will be counted in the
Political Science Elective category.

Primary Subfield
Minimum three courses.
Minor Subfield
Minimum two courses.
Seminars
Two 4-point seminars, at least one of which is in the student’s
Primary Subfield.
(See "Seminars" section below for more information)
Research Methods *

Minimum one course in research methods. Courses that satisfy
the research methods requirement are:

POLS UN3220 Logic of Collective Choice
POLS UN3704 Data Analysis and Statistics for

Political Science Research
POLS W3708 Empirical Research Methods
POLS UN3720 Scope and Methods
POLS GU4710 Principles of Quantitative Political

Research
POLS GU4712 Analysis of Political Data
POLS GU4714 Multivariate Political Analysis
POLS GU4730 Game Theory and Political Theory
POLS GU4732 Research Topics in Game Theory
POLS GU4764 Design and Analysis of Sample

Surveys
POLS GU4768 Experimental Research: Design,

Analysis and Interpretation
POLS GU4790 Advanced Topics in Quantitative

Research
POLS GU4792 Advanced Topics in Quantitative

Research: Models for Panel and
Time-Series Cross-Section Data
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Political Science Electives
Minimum one course (in any subfield).

* A student may take another course inside or outside the
department that provides relevant training in research
methods to satisfy this requirement only with the written
permission in advance of the Director of Undergraduate
Studies or the department’s undergraduate adviser. If a course
outside the political science department is used to satisfy the
research methods requirement, this same course cannot be
used toward other majors/concentrations or programs.

Seminars
Students are expected to take two 4-point seminars: one in their
junior year and another in their senior year (with exceptions made
for students on leave or studying abroad). They may choose from
among the seminars offered, though at least one of the seminars
taken must be in the student’s Primary Subfield (that in which
at least 9 other points have been completed). Entry into seminars
requires instructor's permission.

For detailed seminar registration guidelines, see http://
polisci.columbia.edu/undergraduate-programs/seminar-
registration-guidelines. Seminars cannot be taken for R credit or
Pass/D/Fail.

Barnard colloquia are open to students with the permission of
the instructor. However, Barnard colloquia can only count for
seminar credit at the discretion of the director of undergraduate
studies. Note that admission to Barnard colloquia is by
application to the Barnard Political Science Department only.
Please consult with the Barnard Political Science Department for
more information.

Recommended Courses
In addition to political science courses, students are strongly
advised, but not required, to take six points in a related social
science field.

Major in Economics–Political
Science
The major in economics-political science is an interdisciplinary
major that introduces students to the methodologies of economics
and political science and stresses areas of particular concern to
both. This program is particularly beneficial to students planning
to do graduate work in schools of public policy and international
affairs.

Two advisers are assigned for the interdepartmental major, one
in the Department of Economics and one in the Department of
Political Science. Please note that the economics adviser can only
advise on economics requirements and the political science adviser
can only advise on political science requirements.

Course Requirements
For the political science part of the major, students must choose
a Primary Subfield and a Secondary Subfield to study. The
corresponding introductory courses in both subfields must be
taken, plus two electives in the Primary Subfield and one in the
Secondary Subfield. The subfields are as follows:

• American Politics (AP)
• Comparative Politics (CP)
• International Relations (IR)

The economics–political science major requires a minimum of 17
courses in economics, mathematics, statistics, and political science,
to be distributed as follows:

Core Requirements in Economics
Students must take all of the following core economics courses:

ECON UN1105 Principles of Economics
ECON UN3211 Intermediate Microeconomics
ECON UN3213 Intermediate Macroeconomics
ECON UN3412 Introduction To Econometrics
ECON GU4370 Political Economy

Core Requirements in Mathematics and Statistics
Students must take all of the following core mathematics and
statistics courses:

MATH UN1101 Calculus I
MATH UN1201 Calculus III
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
Economics Electives
Students must take two electives at the 3000 level or higher in
the Department of Economics.
Political Science Courses
Students must choose a Primary Subfield and a Secondary
Subfield to study. The subfields are as follows: American
Politics (AP), Comparative Politics (CP), International
Relations (IR), and Political Theory (PT).

Primary Subfield: Minimum three courses, one of which
must be the subfield’s introductory course.
Secondary Subfield: Minimum two courses, one of which
must be the subfield’s introductory course.

Seminars
Students must take the following two seminars:
ECPS GU4921 Seminar In Political Economy
and a Political Science Department seminar, in the student's
Primary Subfield. Please select one of the following: *

POLS UN3911 Seminar in Political Theory
or POLS UN3912 Seminar in Political Theory

POLS UN3921 Seminar in American Politics
or POLS UN3922 Seminar in American Politics

POLS UN3951 Seminar in Comparative Politics
or POLS UN3952 Seminar in Comparative Politics

POLS UN3961 Seminar in International Politics
or POLS UN3962 Seminar in International Politics



Columbia College Bulletin 2016-2017 03/31/17

663

* Students who wish to count toward the political science
seminar requirement a course that is not in the above list of
approved seminars must obtain permission from the political
science Director of Undergraduate studies.
Barnard colloquia can count for seminar credit only with the
written permission of the Director of Undergraduate Studies.
Note that admission to Barnard colloquia is by application to
the Barnard political science department only.

Major in Political Science–
Statistics
The interdepartmental major of political science–statistics is
designed for students who desire an understanding of political
science to pursue advanced study in this field and who also wish
to have at their command a broad range of sophisticated statistical
tools to analyze data related to social science and public policy
research.

Students should be aware of the rules regarding the use of the
Pass/D/Fail option. Courses in which a grade of D has been
received do not count toward the major requirements.

Political science–statistics students are eligible for all prizes
reserved for political science majors.

The political science-statistics major requires a minimum of 15
courses in political science, statistics, mathematics, and computer
science, to be distributed as follows:

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Primary Subfield
-Students must choose a Primary Subfield to study. Within
the subfield, students must take a minimum of three courses,
including the subfield's introductory course. The subfields and
their corresponding introductory courses are as follows:

American Politics:
POLS UN1201 Introduction To American

Government and Politics
Comparative Politics:
POLS UN1501 Introduction to Comparative

Politics
International Relations:
POLS UN1601 Introduction to International

Politics
Political Theory:
POLS UN1101 Political Theory I

-Additionally, students must take one 4-point seminar in their
Primary Subfield.
Research Methods
-Students must take the following two research methods
courses:

POLS GU4710 Principles of Quantitative Political
Research

or POLS UN3704 Data Analysis and Statistics for Political
Science Research

POLS GU4712 Analysis of Political Data

STATISTICS
-Students must take one of the following sequences:
Sequence A — recommended for students preparing for
graduate study in statistics 1

MATH UN1101 Calculus I
MATH UN1102 Calculus II
MATH UN2010 Linear Algebra
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference
STAT GU4205 Linear Regression Models
STAT GU4206 Statistical Computing and

Introduction to Data Science
or
Sequence B — recommended for students preparing to apply
statistical methods to other fields

STAT UN1101 Introduction to Statistics
STAT UN2102 Applied Statistical Computing
STAT UN2103 Applied Linear Regression Analysis
STAT UN2104 Applied Categorical Data Analysis
STAT UN3105 Applied Statistical Methods
STAT UN3106 Applied Data Mining

Statistics Elective
-Students must take an approved elective in a statistics or a
quantitatively oriented course in a social science.

1. Students taking Statistics Sequence A may replace the
mathematics requirements with both MATH UN1207
Honors Mathematics A and MATH UN1208 Honors
Mathematics B.

Concentration in Political
Science
Program of Study
To be planned with the department as soon as the student starts
to register for courses toward the concentration. Students should
not wait until they formally declare the concentration before
meeting with an undergraduate adviser during the registration
period to plan their programs for the concentration.

Concentration Requirements
Students must choose a Primary Subfield and a Secondary
Subfield to study. The subfields are as follows:

• American Politics (AP)
• Comparative Politics (CP)
• International Relations (IR)
• Political Theory (PT)

The concentration in political science requires a minimum of 7
courses in political science, to be distributed as follows:

Introductory Courses
Students must take two of the following introductory courses:
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POLS UN1201 Introduction To American
Government and Politics

POLS UN1501 Introduction to Comparative
Politics

POLS UN1601 Introduction to International
Politics

POLS UN1101 Political Theory I
NOTE: Introductory courses taken that do not fit into
the Primary or Secondary Subfield will be counted in the
Political Science Elective category.

Primary Subfield
Minimum two courses.
Secondary Subfield
Minimum two courses.
Research Methods *

Minimum one course in research methods. Courses that satisfy
the methods requirement are:

POLS UN3220 Logic of Collective Choice
POLS UN3704 Data Analysis and Statistics for

Political Science Research
POLS W3708 Empirical Research Methods
POLS UN3720 Scope and Methods
POLS GU4710 Principles of Quantitative Political

Research
POLS GU4712 Analysis of Political Data
POLS GU4714 Multivariate Political Analysis
POLS GU4730 Game Theory and Political Theory
POLS GU4732 Research Topics in Game Theory
POLS GU4764 Design and Analysis of Sample

Surveys
POLS GU4768 Experimental Research: Design,

Analysis and Interpretation
POLS GU4790 Advanced Topics in Quantitative

Research
POLS GU4792 Advanced Topics in Quantitative

Research: Models for Panel and
Time-Series Cross-Section Data

Political Science Electives
Minimum two courses (in any subfield).

* A student may take another course inside or outside the
department that provides relevant training in research
methods to satisfy this requirement only with the written
permission in advance of the Director of Undergraduate
Studies or the department’s undergraduate adviser. If a course
outside the political science department is used to satisfy the
research methods requirement, this same course cannot be
used toward other majors/concentrations or programs.

Recommended Courses
In addition to courses in political science, students are strongly
advised, but not required, to take six credits in a related social
science field.

Courses
American Politics
POLS UN1201 Introduction To American Government and
Politics. 4 points.
Lecture and discussion. Dynamics of political institutions and
processes, chiefly of the national government. Emphasis on the
actual exercise of political power by interest groups, elites, political
parties, and public opinion.

Fall 2016: POLS UN1201

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 1201 001/02110 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
Room TBA

Michael
Miller

4 351/380

POLS UN3210 Judicial Politics. 3 points.
Law and courts as political institutions. Considers the role
of the judiciary within the American system of government,
power relations within the judicial hierarchy, politics of decision
making on the Supreme Court, the politics of Supreme Court
nominations, the role of interest groups and public opinion in
shaping judicial doctrine, the social impact and legitimacy of
courts, and the political history of the legal system.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3210

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3210 001/11622 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
627 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Jeffrey Lax 3 35/40

POLS UN3213 American Urban Politics. 3 points.
This course examines the pattern of political development
in urban America, as the country's population has grown in
urbanized locations. It explores the process by which cities
and suburbs are governed, how immigrants and migrants are
incorporated, and how people of different races and ethnicities
interact in urbanized settings as well as the institutional relations
of cities and suburbs with other jurisdictions of government.
The course focuses both on the historical as well the theoretical
understandings of politics in urban areas.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3213

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3213 001/73782 M W 6:10pm -
7:25pm
717 Hamilton Hall

Carlos
Vargas-
Ramos

3 69/70

POLS UN3220 Logic of Collective Choice. 3 points.
Much of politics is about combining individual preferences or
actions into collective choices. We will make use of two theoretical
approaches. Our primary approach will be social choice theory,
which studies how we aggregate what individuals want into
what the collective “wants.” The second approach, game theory,
covers how we aggregate what individuals want into what the
group gets, given that social, economic, and political outcomes
usually depend on the interaction of individual choices. The
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aggregation of preferences or choices is usually governed by some
set of institutional rules, formal or informal. Our main themes
include the rationality of individual and group preferences, the
underpinnings and implications of using majority rule, tradeoffs
between aggregation methods, the fairness of group choice, the
effects of institutional constraints on choice (e.g., agenda control),
and the implications for democratic choice. Most of the course
material is highly abstract, but these abstract issues turn up in
many real-world problems, from bargaining between the branches
of government to campus elections to judicial decisions on multi-
member courts to the allocation of relief funds among victims of
natural disasters to the scoring of Olympic events. The collective
choice problem is one faced by society as a whole and by the
smallest group alike.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3220

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3220 001/65705 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
602 Hamilton Hall

Jeffrey Lax 3 63/70

POLS UN3222 The American Congress. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC II).

Prerequisites: POLS W1201 or the equivalent, or the instructor's
permission.
Inquiry into the dynamics, organization, and policy-making
processes of the American Congress. Particular emphasis on the
relationship of legislators to constituents, lobbyists, bureaucrats,
the president, and with one another.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3222

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3222 001/68407 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
413 Kent Hall

Gregory
Wawro

3 64/70

POLS UN3225 American Constitutional History. 3 points.
This course looks at key developments of American History
through the prism of Supreme Court decisions and their
aftermath.  A. How did the Supreme Court reflect, and affect,
and effect, historic patterns of U.S. growth, expansion and
development?  B. How did the Supreme Court respond to, or
exacerbate, crises in U.S. history, and how did it impact the
legal and economic framework that underpins what the U.S.
has become, and is becoming?  C. How did the perception of
individual and collective rights and liberties, and of the function
and role of governments -- both federal and state -- evolve over
time?

Spring 2017: POLS UN3225

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3225 001/85784 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
703 Hamilton Hall

Robert
Tortoriello

3 23/30

POLS UN3235 The American President. 3 points.
This course deals with the American Presidency as an institution
and the behavior of the 43 men who have managed that
institution. Lectures cover the origins of the office, growing out
of the experience of the Constitution's framers; the growth of
presidential power; presidential personality and leadership style;
the changing character of the nomination process and permanent
campaign; executive branch agencies that function as "presidential
adjuncts;" and presidential accountability.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3235

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3235 001/71551 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
313 Fayerweather

Irwin
Gertzog

3 60/70

POLS UN3260 The Latino Political Experience. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC II).

This course focuses on the political incorporation of Latinos
into the American polity. Among the topics to be discussed are
patterns of historical exclusion, the impact of the Voting Rights
Act, organizational and electoral behavior, and the effects of
immigration on the Latino national political agenda.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3260

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3260 001/68061 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
516 Hamilton Hall

Vanessa
Perez,
Rodolfo de
la Garza

3 27/30

POLS UN3285 Freedom of Speech and Press. 3 points.
Examines the constitutional right of freedom of speech and
press in the United States. Examines, in depth, various areas of
law, including extremist or seditious speech, obscenity, libel,
fighting words, the public forum doctrine, and public access to the
mass media. Follows the law school course model, with readings
focused on actual judicial decisions.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3285

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3285 001/77383 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Lee
Bollinger

3 98/135

POLS UN3290 Voting and American Politics. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC II).

Elections and public opinion; history of U.S. electoral politics;
the problem of voter participation; partisanship and voting;
accounting for voting decisions; explaining and forecasting
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election outcomes; elections and divided government; money and
elections; electoral politics and representative democracy.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3290

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3290 001/66239 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
407 International
Affairs Bldg

Robert
Erikson

3 56/64

POLS GU4240 Great Books on Race, Politics and Society. 4
points.
This seminar introduces students to classic works on race, social
science, and public policy. The course will explore how social
scientists have defined and constructed the conditions of black
communities and how those definitions and constructions have
varied and influenced policy debates over time.  Students are
required to write an original research paper on a policy area
that examines the tensions between individual and structural
explanations for the persistence of racial inequality.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4240

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4240 001/12800 T 12:10pm -
2:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Fredrick
Harris

4 17/18

American Politics Seminars
POLS UN3921 Seminar in American Politics. 4 points.
Priority given to senior majors, followed by junior majors, then all
other students.

Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. Pre-registration is not
permitted.
Seminar in American Politics. Students who would like to register
should join the electronic wait list.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3921

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3921 002/77688 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Shigeo
Hirano

4 12/18

POLS 3921 003/12168 T 6:10pm - 8:00pm
501 International
Affairs Bldg

Martha
Zebrowski

4 7/18

POLS 3921 004/16238 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Brigitte
Nacos

4 25/18

POLS 3921 005/76806 Th 4:10pm -
6:00pm
317 Hamilton Hall

Robert
Amdur

4 23/18

POLS 3921 006/10052 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Justin
Phillips

4 15/18

POLS 3921 007/76596 M 12:10pm -
2:00pm

Judith
Russell

4 19/18

711 International
Affairs Bldg

POLS UN3922 Seminar in American Politics. 4 points.
Priority given to senior majors, followed by junior majors, then all
other students.

Prerequisites: POLS W1201 or the equivalent, and the instructor's
permission. Pre-registration is not permitted.
Seminar in American Politics. Students who would like to register
should join the electronic wait list.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3922

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3922 001/70087 Th 12:10pm -
2:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Fredrick
Harris

4 19/18

POLS 3922 002/25824 T 12:10pm -
2:00pm
418 International
Affairs Bldg

Brigitte
Nacos

4 28/18

POLS 3922 003/64572 Th 4:10pm -
6:00pm
317 Hamilton Hall

Robert
Amdur

4 24/18

POLS 3922 004/71623 T 6:10pm - 8:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Martha
Zebrowski

4 8/18

POLS 3922 005/19072 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

John
Sivolella

4 17/18

POLS 3922 006/60039 M 12:10pm -
2:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Judith
Russell

4 16/18

POLS 3922 007/15421 W 10:10am -
12:00pm
270b International
Affairs Bldg

Robert
Erikson

4 16/18

POLS 3922 008/74094 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
1302 International
Affairs Bldg

Shigeo
Hirano

4 9/18

POLS 3922 009/67835 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Robert
Shapiro

4 17/18

POLS UN3930 Constitutional Law Seminar. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
This seminar explores major features of U.S. constitutional
law through close examination of selected decisions of the U.S.
Supreme Court. Through student discussion and some lecturing,
the seminar addresses issues arising from the Constitution's
allocation of power among the three branches of government; the
allocation of powers between the National and State governments,
including, in particular, the scope of Congress' regulatory
powers; and the protection of the individual from arbitrary and
discriminatory government conduct, including the protections
of the Fifth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments against
unequal treatment based on race, gender and sexual orientation,
the evolution of the concept of liberty from its protection of
economic interests before the New Deal to its current role in
protecting individual autonomy and privacy, and some aspects of
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the First Amendment's protection of freedom of speech and press.
More generally the seminar aims to enhance understanding of
some main aspects of our constitutional tradition and the judicial
process by which it is elaborated.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3930

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3930 001/62640 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Sidney
Rosdeitcher

4 17/18

Comparative Politics
POLS UN1501 Introduction to Comparative Politics. 4
points.
This course provides a broad overview of the comparative politics
subfield by focusing on important substantive questions about
the world today. The course is organized around four questions.
First, why can only some people depend upon the state to enforce
order? Second, how can we account for the differences between
autocracies and democracies? Third, what different institutional
forms does democratic government take? Finally, are some
institutions more likely than others to produce desirable social
outcomes such as accountability, redistribution, and political
stability?

Spring 2017: POLS UN1501

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 1501 001/18903 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
Ren Kraft Center

Kimuli
Kasara

4 117/140

POLS UN3528 New and Old Forms of Political Protest. 3
points.
This course will introduce the students to the important topic of
political protest. Each week we will address different aspects of the
phenomenon: from the determinant to the actors and strategies
of protest. We will discuss how the forms of protest have changed
and the current role of the internet in general and social media in
particular. Finally, we will discuss the role of the state and state
repression, in particular censorship in the dynamics of protest.
Since this is a comparative politics course, we will cover a range
of different countries, including the United States, as well as both
democratic and authoritarian regimes.

POLS UN3535 Comparative Political Economy. 3 points.
This course aims to illuminate how political institutions and
behavior shape economic outcomes, and vice versa, across the
world today. Students will use economic modes of analysis
to draw comparisons both within and across a diverse set of
nations ranging from established democracies like the U.S. to
nascent democracies like Afghanistan. The main focus will be
on how the incentives facing individuals drive differences in
economic development, democratic representation and voter
participation in both developed and developing contexts. Starting
at the level of national political systems, before analyzing the
internal workings of institutions and the behavior of voters that

underpin democratic systems, students will grapple with major
contemporary debates including. The course will familiarize
students with central political economy concepts—such as
credible commitment, rent-seeking, electoral accountability
and the collective action problem—as well as frontier empirical
findings and methods shaping how we think about the
interrelation of politics and economics. These powerful concepts
and tools will empower students to think analytically, analyze
macro phenomena in terms of micro-level incentives, and apply
theoretical frameworks to answer specific questions in this course
and beyond. Familiarity with introductory economics and
statistics are encouraged.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3535

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3535 001/72785 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
503 Hamilton Hall

John
Marshall

3 30/40

POLS UN3545 Comparative Democratic Politics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: a statistical methods course such as POLS W3704,
POLS W3720, POLS W3721, POLS W4710 or equivalent, as well
as the ability to use (or willingness to learn) Stata.
This course focuses on the comparative study of democratic
political processes, and in particular to the role that formal
institutional arrangements play in shaping strategic political
behavior.  In part I, the course examines the major themes in
the comparative institutions literature, such as the impact of
electoral laws on party systems, presidential versus parliamentary
government, majoritarian and representational approaches
in parliamentary systems, federalism, the design of judicial
systems, etc. In part II, we examine how the nature of democratic
institutions influences various types of outcomes, including
political stability, political accountability, and economic policy.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3545

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3545 001/64783 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
503 Hamilton Hall

Hande
Mutlu-Eren

3 16/30

POLS GU4405 Insurgencies and Conflicts in Southeast Asia. 4
points.
A number of countries in Southeast Asia have recently faced
violent conflicts, often linked to separatist or regionalist
demands from territorially concentrated ethnic or religious
minorities. This course examines a range of conflicts in Southern
Thailand (Patani), Southern Philippines (Mindanao), Indonesia
(notably Aceh) and Burma, through a variety of different lenses
and comparative perspectives. These include security and
(counter)insurgency perspectives, the comparative character of
militant movements, perspectives based on minority rights and
identity politics, explorations of the salience of religion, studies
of language politics, questions of autonomy and decentralization,
and the issue of peace negotiations and dialogue processes. These
themes and issues have a broader relevance to wider debates in
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comparative politics, which students will be encouraged to explore
in their papers.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4405

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4405 001/23960 M 6:10pm - 8:00pm
304 Hamilton Hall

Duncan
McCargo

4 18/18

POLS GU4406 Politics in Contemporary China. 4 points.
This course will be taught in Chinese.

This course focuses on the evolution of Chinese politics since
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) took power in 1949.
It introduces and discusses the relationship between the two
“three decades” (the three decades under Mao and the three
decades of “reform and opening up”). More specifically, the
course aims to (1) clarify some important historical facts, (2)
analyze the ideological consideration of the “official” history
sanctioned by the CCP and its epistemological impact, (3) make a
comparison between official view and that of independent scholars
about the history; (4) try to respond to some urgent problems
faced by contemporary China, and (5) provide suggestions
and principles for the reconstruction of the historiography of
contemporary China. Students will learn how to understand the
recent development Chinese politics, how to analyze the complex
contemporary history and reality of China, and how to approach
issues about China from a systematic perspective.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4406

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4406 001/22937 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
413 International
Affairs Bldg

Boshu
Zhang

4 14/25

POLS GU4407 Nine Thought Trends in China. 4 points.
This course will be taught in Chinese.

Prerequisites: fluency in Chinese (the course will be taught in
Chinese, and a large number of readings will be in Chinese).
This is an elective course designed for both undergraduate
and graduate students who are interested in the contemporary
politics in China. The course focuses on nine major thought
trends in China today that include 1) the Liberalism; 2) the
New Authoritarianism; 3) the New Left; 4) Mao Left; 5) the
Democratic Group within the Communist Party; 6) Governing
through Confucian Theory; 7) Constitutional Socialism; 8) the
so-called " Neither-Left and Nor-Right " Governing Theory;
and 9) the New Nationalism Calling Tough Foreign Policies.
China is deep in the social and political transition process, and
the thoughts and actions of intellects themself have formed an
important part in this transition. In this sense, the course not only
helps understand the thoughts of intellects, but also better help
understand today's China affairs as a whole.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4407

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4407 001/73883 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
511 Hamilton Hall

Boshu
Zhang

4 19/25

POLS GU4433 Israel 20 Years After Rabin. 4 points.
20 years after the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin,
democracy is still thriving in Israel. The more than six decades of
Israel's democratic system of government, under
intense external and internal pressures, have been facilitated
by four major characteristics of its society and politics. First, a
cultural aspect: a commitment to a national coalescent
orientation on the part of the majority of Israeli population,
stemming from sentiments of Jewish solidarity and from the
tradition of multi party democratic politics inherited from
the Yishuv, the Jewish community in Palestine prior to 1948.
Second, a structural aspect:multiplicity of crosscutting social
cleavages that provide for the diffusion of tensions
stemming from internal social conflict. Third, an economic
aspect: availability of external resources such as US foreign aid
programs, German reparations and Jewish donations.
Those made it possible to allocate resources beyond what was
extracted from society. And, forth, a political aspect: oligarchic
inclinations of political elites composed of
professional politicians, whose common interests have been to
avoid ideological controversies and political confrontations among
themselves
Fall 2016: POLS GU4433

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4433 001/20847 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
501 International
Affairs Bldg

Ehud
Sommer

4 15/18

POLS GU4434 Ethnic Politics Across Post-Soviet Eurasia. 4
points.
Various forms of ethnic politics have characterized politics in
many states throughout Eurasia since 1991, from nationalist
separatism to violent conflict to political competition among
ethnic minorities and majorities. This course is designed to
encourage students to think deeply about the relationship between
ethnicity and politics. We will consider several questions. First,
why does ethnicity become politicized? We investigate this
question by examining nationalist secessionism and ethnic conflict
—phenomena that mushroomed at the end of the Cold War.
We will focus on East Central Europe and the former Soviet
Union, devoting special attention to the cases of Yugoslavia, the
USSR, Moldova, Abkhazia and South Ossetia, and Chechnya.
However, we will also study cases in which the dog didn’t bark,
i.e. places where nationalist mobilization and ethnic violence
either did not occur, or emerged and then receded as in the ethnic
republics of the Russian Federation (including the “Muslim”
regions of Tatarstan and Bashkortostan, etc.). In the second part
of the course, we will analyze ethnic politics after independent
statehood was achieved throughout the post-Soviet space. How
do nationalist state-builders try to construct a nation and a state
at the same time? Have they incorporated or discriminated against
minorities living within “their” states? How have ethnic minorities
responded? We will study Ukraine, the Baltics and Kazakhstan
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where ethnic Russians and Russian-speaking populations form
large portions of the population, devoting particular attention to
the crisis in Ukraine. We will also examine how the post-conflict
regions of Bosnia and Kosovo have dealt with ethnic pluralism.
These cases allow us to gain greater understanding of how multi-
ethnic states use forms of federalism, consociationalism, and
power-sharing as state-building strategies.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4434

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4434 001/66329 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
1219 International
Affairs Bldg

Elise
Giuliano

4 19/25

POLS GU4449 Cleavages, Conflicts and Bridges in Israeli
Politics and Foreign Policy. 4 points.
Prerequisites: INSTRUCTOR PERMISSION REQUIRED
Conflicts, cleavages and contentiousness are a common feature
of a democratic system of government in general. In this respect
Israel is no exception. Apart from being the Start Up

Nation and the Holy Land, in the minds of many around the
world Israel is associated with
conflict. Indeed, both internally and externally, Israeli politics is
suffused with conflict and
continuously has to live up to the challenge of preserving
democracy in the presence of conflict.
The achievements of Israel in the political, economic,
international and social arenas were
facilitated by the emergence of a pattern of politics, indeed, a
political culture, that puts a strong emphasis on the pursuit of
political accommodation among social groupings, political parties
and

ideological strands even at the expense of compromising their
respective manifest interests,
aspirations and programs. Moreover, the mobilization capabilities
of Israel's governments have
been remarkable by any standard. They were capable of inducing
the citizens to accept willingly
such burdens as high taxation, harsh economic measures and long
conscript and reserve military
service. Israel has done all these without loss of public support for
its central political and social
institutions.
This class will focus on conflicts, external and internal. We will
examine social, economic and
political cleavages within the state of Israel. We will study the
Arab-Israeli conflict and in
particular the interaction of Israel with the Palestinians over the
years. Finally, we will examine
broader circles in which Israeli foreign policy applies and in
particular in the context of US-Israel
relations and in regional conflicts in the aftermath of the Arab
Spring and the Iran Deal.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4449

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4449 001/11097 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
511 Hamilton Hall

Ehud
Sommer

4 18/18

POLS GU4461 Latin American Politics. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Cultures in Comparison (CUL)., Discussion
Section Required

This is a lecture class that seeks to introduce students to
social scientific analysis while discuss the shifting dynamics of
political representation in Latin America. In analyzing political
representation in the region, it focuses on demands for political
inclusion by different actors and how they were resisted or
accepted by established elites in a process that moved from regime
change to electoral rotation in power. The course covers these
political dynamics and their institutional consequences since
the onset of the twentieth century, starting with the Mexican
Revolution, until the contemporary period where democracy is
the predominant form of government and elections a crucial tool
for social and political change. While analyzing the politics of
Latin America, we will cover important political science concepts
associated with democratic representation, social inclusion and the
rule of the law, such as social movement mobilization, political
regime change, presidentialism, political party systems, political
identities, state capacity, and institutional weakness.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4461

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4461 001/68378 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
601 Fairchild Life
Sciences Bldg

Maria
Victoria
Murillo

4 66/70

POLS GU4473 Political Transitions in Southeast Asia. 4
points.
What political direction is Southeast Asia taking? Over the past
two decades, Indonesia has been transformed from a military-
dominated semi-authoritarian state to the region’s most vigorous
and open political order. Meanwhile Thailand has experienced
two military coups since 2006, and early patterns of political
liberalization seem to be unraveling. And Burma has gone from
international pariah to prospective new democracy.

,
Is it possible to see any overall regional trends? Are teleological
assumptions of the inexorable rise of democracy being vindicated
– or does much of the evident point in just the opposite direction?
The module will examine the nature of transitions (and attempted
transitions) to more open political systems in Southeast Asia,
with a primary focus on Burma, Indonesia, and Thailand.
After a brief review of the three cases, the course will adopt a
thematic approach, first reviewing the character of the state,
including national mythologies, the military and the relations
between capital city and provinces. It will then explore aspects
of transition, including the changing political economy, the
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rise of electoral politics, the role of religion and media, and the
phenomenon of rally politics. Challenges to national elites from
the regions will also be closely scrutinised. These themes and
issues have a broader relevance to wider debates in comparative
politics, which students will be encouraged to explore in their
papers.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4473

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4473 001/13282 M 12:10pm -
2:00pm
613 Hamilton Hall

Duncan
McCargo

4 11/18

POLS GU4496 Contemporary African Politics. 3 points.
This course aims to teach students what, if any, answers social
scientists have to the questions that concern anyone with an
interest in African politics: 1) Why have democratic governments
flourished in some countries and not others? 2) What institutions
may enable Africans to hold their leaders accountable? 3) How do
people participate in politics? 4) In what ways do aspiring African
political leaders build public support? 5) To what extent does
persistent poverty on the continent have political causes? and 6)
Why is violence used to resolve some political disputes and not
others?

Fall 2016: POLS GU4496

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4496 001/74983 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
1219 International
Affairs Bldg

Kimuli
Kasara

3 18/25

Comparative Politics Seminars
POLS UN3951 Seminar in Comparative Politics. 4 points.
Priority given to senior majors, followed by junior majors, then all
other students.

Prerequisites: POLS V1501 or the equivalent, and the instructor's
permission. Pre-registration is not permitted. Please see
here for detailed seminar registration guidelines: http://
polisci.columbia.edu/undergraduate-programs/seminar-
registration-guidelines.
Seminar in Comparative Politics. For most seminars, interested
students must attend the first class meeting, after which the
instructor will decide whom to admit.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3951

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3951 001/84033 Th 12:10pm -
2:00pm
501 International
Affairs Bldg

Chiara
Superti

4 5/18

POLS 3951 002/27194 T 12:10pm -
2:00pm
501 International
Affairs Bldg

Dawn
Brancati

4 9/18

POLS UN3952 Seminar in Comparative Politics. 4 points.
Seminar in Comparative Politics. Interested students must attend
the first class meeting after which the instructor will decide whom
to admit.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3952

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3952 001/72803 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
418 International
Affairs Bldg

John
Marshall

4 19/18

International Relations
POLS UN1601 Introduction to International Politics. 4
points.
Discussion Section Required

Lecture and discussion. The basic setting and dynamics of global
politics, with emphasis on contemporary problems and processes.

Fall 2016: POLS UN1601

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 1601 001/04589 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
202 Altschul Hall

Kimberly
Marten

4 164/175

Spring 2017: POLS UN1601

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 1601 001/61729 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
417 International
Affairs Bldg

Robert
Jervis

4 197/300

POLS UN3625 Rising Great Powers in International
Relations. 3 points.
The rise of new great powers and hegemonic states has been a
major engine of change in international relations, both historically
and today.  Predominant theories of war, trade, and empire take as
their starting point the uneven growth in the power and wealth of
major states and empires. Rapid economic growth and associated
domestic institutional changes in rising great powers often unleash
a volatile domestic politics that affects the ideologies and social
interests that play a role in formulating foreign policy.  In turn,
the rising power’s international environment shapes the unfolding
of these internal processes.  The course will study these dynamics,
tracing patterns in historical cases and applying the insights gained
to contemporary issues.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3625

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3625 001/28376 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
702 Hamilton Hall

Jack Snyder 3 64/70

POLS UN3630 Politics of International Economic Relations.
3 points.
Discussion Section Required

This upper-level undergraduate course examines the intersection
of politics and economics at primarily the international level. The
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course involves the careful reading and evaluation of the dominant
theoretical and methodological approaches as currently used in
the IPE field, as well as examination of prominent debates within
the major IPE subject areas of trade, finance, development and
globalization.  This class does not have an economics or a specific
political science prerequisite, but assumes a general understanding
of historical and contemporary political and economic events. As
a 3000-level course, this class would not be an appropriate choice
for students who have not already taken introductory courses in
political science, including international relations and comparative
politics.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3630

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3630 001/64283 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
702 Hamilton Hall

Jennifer
Dwyer

3 54/70

POLS UN3645 ADV IN INT'L POLITICAL ECON. 3 points.
This course examines the relationship between domestic and
international politics and economic relations between countries. It
addresses questions such as: Why do some countries promote
globalization while others resist it? Why do some countries adopt
inefficient economic policies? We will explore these questions and
others by focusing on topics such as international trade, foreign
aid, investment, and the

environment. For each topic, we will explore a variety of
theoretical lenses and then examine the evidence in favor of
each. More generally, the course will consider the challenges of
drawing causal inferences in the field of international political
economy. There are no prerequisites for this course but an
introductory economics course would be helpful. Students will
write a short reading response each week and produce a research
proposal for studying a topic related to political economy, though
they do not need to actually conduct this research.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3645

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3645 001/88152 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
1302 International
Affairs Bldg

Allison
Carnegie

3 10/30

POLS UN3680 Topics in International Security. 3 points.
This course explores how and why states and non-state actors use
violent and non-violent strategies in international politics. While
not all topics in international security can be covered thoroughly
in one semester, this course will give a sampling of many of the
topics, including military doctrines and strategies, diplomatic
policies, social forces, civil wars, and roles of individuals. Though
historical and current events will be used as examples to illustrate
how various theories work, students should keep in mind that this
is not a course on current events.

POLS UN3690 International Law. 4 points.
What is public international law, and what does it influence
the behavior of states, corporations, and individuals in the

international system? This introductory course engages these
questions as well as the politics of applying and enforcing
public international law in various contexts and issue areas. An
understanding of basic international legal principles, institutions,
and processes is developed through exploration of foundational
cases, and by means of (required) participation in a multi-week
group simulation of an international legal dispute.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3690

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3690 001/72875 M W 8:40am -
9:55am
413 International
Affairs Bldg

Tonya
Putnam

4 42/60

POLS GU4845 National Security Strategies of the Middle
East: A Comparative Perspective. 4 points.
At the crossroads of three continents, the Middle East is home
to many diverse peoples, with ancient and proud cultures, in
varying stages of political and socio-economic development,
often times in conflict. Now in a state of historic flux, the Arab
Spring has transformed the Middle Eastern landscape, with great
consequence for the national security strategies of the countries
of the region and their foreign relations. The primary source of
the world's energy resources, the Middle East remains the locus of
the terror-WMD-fundamentalist nexus, which continues to pose
a significant threat to both regional and international security.
The course surveys the national security challenges facing the
region's primary players (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Syria and
Lebanon, Israel, the Palestinians and Turkey, Jordan) and how
the revolutions of the past year will affect them. Unlike many
Middle East courses, which focus on US policy in the region, the
course concentrates on the regional players' perceptions of the
threats and opportunities they face and on the strategies they have
adopted to deal with them. It thus provides an essential vantage
point for all those interested in gaining a deeper understanding
of a region, which stands at the center of many of the foreign
policy issues of our era. The course is designed for those with a
general interest in the Middle East, especially those interested
in national security issues, students of comparative politics and
future practitioners, with an interest in "real world" international
relations and national security.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4845

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4845 001/20024 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
253 Engineering
Terrace

Charles
Freilich

4 15/20

POLS GU4871 Chinese Foreign Policy. 4 points.
The course describes the major elements of Chinese foreign policy
today, in the context of their development since 1949. We seek
to understand the security-based rationale of policy as well as
other factors - organizational, cultural, perceptual, and so on
- that influence Chinese foreign policy. We analyze decision-
making processes that affect Chinese foreign policy, China's
relations with various countries and regions, Chinese policy
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toward key functional issues in international affairs, how the rise
of China is affecting global power relations, and how other actors
are responding. The course pays attention to the application of
international relations theories to the problems we study, and also
takes an interest in policy issues facing decision-makers in China
as well as those facing decision-makers in other countries who deal
with China.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4871

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4871 001/28140 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
309 Havemeyer Hall

Andrew
Nathan

4 160/170

POLS GU4895 War, Peace, and Strategy. 4 points.
Discussion Section Required

Survey of the causes of war and peace, functions of military
strategy, interaction of political ends and military means.
Emphasis on 20th-century conflicts; nuclear deterrence;
economic, technological, and moral aspects of strategy; crisis
management; and institutional norms and mechanisms for
promoting stability.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4895

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4895 001/15300 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
417 International
Affairs Bldg

Richard
Betts

4 61

International Relations
Seminars
POLS UN3961 Seminar in International Politics. 4 points.
Priority given to senior majors, followed by junior majors, then all
other students.

Prerequisites: POLS V1601 or the equivalent, and the instructor's
permission.
Seminar in International Relations. Students who would like to
register should join the electronic wait list.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3961

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3961 001/20570 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
1302 International
Affairs Bldg

Richard
Betts

4 16/18

POLS 3961 002/66798 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
501b International
Affairs Bldg

Shahrough
Akhavi

4 9/18

POLS 3961 003/94697 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
1219 International
Affairs Bldg

Rajan
Menon

4 11/18

POLS 3961 004/13788 W 10:10am -
12:00pm
214 Zankel

Albert
Bininachvili

4 17/18

POLS 3961 005/23248 F 12:10pm - 2:00pm
501 International
Affairs Bldg

Andrew
Cooper

4 12/18

POLS 3961 006/23901 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
1302 International
Affairs Bldg

Robert
Jervis

4 15/18

POLS 3961 007/21748 Th 10:10am -
12:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Jack Snyder 4 13/18

POLS UN3962 Seminar in International Politics. 4 points.
Priority given to senior majors, followed by junior majors, then all
other students.

Prerequisites: POLS V1601 or the equivalent, and the instructor's
permission.
Seminar in International Relations. Students who would like to
register should join the electronic wait list.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3962

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3962 001/23566 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
1219 International
Affairs Bldg

Johannes
Urpelainen

4 11/18

POLS 3962 002/74671 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
402b International
Affairs Bldg

Dawn
Brancati

4 18/18

POLS 3962 003/68867 Th 4:10pm -
6:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Andrew
Cooper

4 11/18

POLS 3962 004/60674 W 6:10pm - 8:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Brooke
Greene

4 23/18

POLS 3962 005/72729 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Jean Krasno 4 14/18

POLS 3962 006/71331 M 6:10pm - 8:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Rebecca
Murphy

4 19/18

POLS 3962 007/19213 M 12:10pm -
2:00pm
405 International
Affairs Bldg

Linda
Kirschke

4 10/18

Political Theory
POLS UN3100 Justice. 3 points.
An inquiry into the nature and implications of justice, including
examinations of selected cases and issues such as Roe v. Wade, the
O.J. Simpson case, the Pinochet case, affirmative action, recent
tobacco litigation, and the international distribution of income
and wealth.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3100

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3100 001/16185 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
209 Havemeyer Hall

David
Johnston

3 89/100
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POLS UN3122 Citizenship, Rights, and Immigration. 3
points.
Our political discourse is inundated with talk of citizenship. In
this course we will examine various theories of citizenship, paying
particular attention to the way the increasing complexity and
multiculturalism of societies have challenged our understanding
of this concept. We will also consider how different conceptions
of citizenship address the challenges raised by both global and
local forces. After an overview of different theories of citizenship,
we explore the debates about political rights and representation
for oppressed groups and minorities and consider the nationalist
and cosmopolitan understandings of civic identity. What should
be the criteria for citizenship? What rights should citizens have?
Does citizenship require boundaries? Does democratic citizenship
demand a particular kind of patriotism? What rights should
illegal immigrants have? What role does the court play in defining
citizenship rights? Can there be global or transnational citizenship?
Though the primary focus will be to explore normative theories
of citizenship, we will briefly consider how the European Union
and the United States are dealing with some of the pressing issues
regarding citizenship: immigration and assimilation.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3122

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3122 001/29703 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
516 Hamilton Hall

Maria
Kowalski

3 24/30

POLS UN3170 Nationalism, Republicanism and
Cosmopolitanism. 3 points.
Do we have obligations to our co-nationals that we do not owe
to others? Might our loyalties or obligations to our fellow citizens
be based on a commitment to shared political principles and
common public life rather than national identity? Do we have
basic duties that are owed equally to human beings everywhere,
regardless of national or political affiliation? Do our commitments
to co-nationals or compatriots conflict with those duties we might
owe to others, and if so, to what extent? Is cosmopolitanism based
on rationality and patriotism based on passion? This course will
explore these questions from the perspectives of nationalism,
republicanism and cosmopolitanism. We will consider historical
works from Herder, Rousseau, Kant, Fichte, Mill, Mazzini and
Renan; and more contemporary contributions from Berlin,
Miller, Canovan, MacIntyre, Viroli, Sandel, Pettit, Habermas,
Nussbaum, Appiah, and Pogge, among others.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3170

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3170 001/17084 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
602 Northwest
Corner

Jessica
Kimpell

3 27/30

POLS UN3190 Republicanism: Past and Present, or Plato to
Pettit. 3 points.
The course is divided into two main parts. The first half
examines features of classical republicanism and its developments
from Greece and Rome up to the late eighteenth century. We

will analyze the relationship between ethics and politics, the
significance of the mixed constitution, the problem of political
instability, the role of character in political action, and the
relationship between virtuous citizens, good arms and good laws.
The second half will be more issue-based, as we will examine
the resurgence of republicanism in the late twentieth and early
twenty-first centuries, in part as a critique of liberal democracy.
We will explore the efforts to define "republican" freedom, the
relationship between equality and freedom (and the challenges
posed by the market and inequality in resources), the relationship
between republicanism and democracy, and the role and nature of
civic virtue. The class will end with consideration of recent efforts
on the part of some political theorists to redefine patriotism or
loyalty to one's particular state in the modern world and to think
about what republicanism might require on a global scale.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3190

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3190 001/23861 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
304 Hamilton Hall

Jessica
Kimpell

3 24/30

POLS GU4110 Recent Continental Political Thought. 4
points.
This course will compare and contrast the theories of the political,
the state,freedom, democracy, sovereignty and law, in the works
of the following key 20th and 21st century continental theorists:
Arendt, Castoriadis, Foucault, Habermas, Kelsen, Lefort, Schmitt,
and Weber. It will be taught in seminar format.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4110

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4110 001/61416 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
1201 International
Affairs Bldg

Jean Cohen 4 11/18

POLS GU4134 Modern Political Thought. 4 points.
Interpretations of civil society and the foundations of political
order according to the two main traditions of political thought--
contraction and Aristotelian. Readings include works by Hobbes,
Spinoza, Locke, Montesquieu, Hume, Rousseau, Kant, Hegel,
Saint-Simon, Tocqueville, Marx, and Mill.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4134

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4134 001/18122 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
558 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Nadia
Urbinati

4 32/40

Political Theory Seminars
POLS UN3911 Seminar in Political Theory. 4 points.
Priority given to senior majors, followed by junior majors, then all
other students.

Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. Pre-registration is not
permitted.



Political Science

674

Seminar in Political Theory. Students who would like to register
should join the electronic wait list.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3911

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3911 001/26396 M 12:10pm -
2:00pm
501 International
Affairs Bldg

Luise
Papcke

4 9/18

POLS 3911 002/65045 M 4:10pm - 6:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Jon Elster 4 14/18

POLS UN3912 Seminar in Political Theory. 4 points.
Priority given to senior majors, followed by junior majors, then all
other students.

Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. Pre-registration is not
permitted.
Seminar in Political Theory. Students who would like to register
should join the electronic wait list.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3912

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3912 001/12128 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Jean Cohen 4 8/18

POLS 3912 002/77011 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Jean Cohen 4 12/18

Methods
POLS UN3220 Logic of Collective Choice. 3 points.
Much of politics is about combining individual preferences or
actions into collective choices. We will make use of two theoretical
approaches. Our primary approach will be social choice theory,
which studies how we aggregate what individuals want into
what the collective “wants.” The second approach, game theory,
covers how we aggregate what individuals want into what the
group gets, given that social, economic, and political outcomes
usually depend on the interaction of individual choices. The
aggregation of preferences or choices is usually governed by some
set of institutional rules, formal or informal. Our main themes
include the rationality of individual and group preferences, the
underpinnings and implications of using majority rule, tradeoffs
between aggregation methods, the fairness of group choice, the
effects of institutional constraints on choice (e.g., agenda control),
and the implications for democratic choice. Most of the course
material is highly abstract, but these abstract issues turn up in
many real-world problems, from bargaining between the branches
of government to campus elections to judicial decisions on multi-
member courts to the allocation of relief funds among victims of
natural disasters to the scoring of Olympic events. The collective
choice problem is one faced by society as a whole and by the
smallest group alike.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3220

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3220 001/65705 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
602 Hamilton Hall

Jeffrey Lax 3 63/70

POLS UN3704 Data Analysis and Statistics for Political
Science Research. 3 points.
This course examines the basic methods data analysis and statistics
that political scientists use in quantitative research that attempts
to make causal inferences about how the political world works.
The same methods apply to other kinds of problems about cause
and effect relationships more generally.  The course will provide
students with extensive experience in analyzing data and in
writing (and thus reading) research papers about testable theories
and hypotheses.  It will cover basic data analysis and statistical
methods, from univariate and bivariate descriptive and inferential
statistics through multivariate regression analysis. Computer
applications will be emphasized.   The course will focus largely on
observational data used in cross-sectional statistical analysis, but it
will consider issues of research design more broadly as well.  It will
assume that students have no mathematical background beyond
high school algebra and no experience using computers for data
analysis.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3704

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3704 001/26964 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
209 Havemeyer Hall

Robert
Shapiro

3 102/100

POLS UN3720 Scope and Methods. 3 points.
This class introduces students to a variety of statistical methods
used to investigate political phenomena. We will address the
principles behind these methods, their application, and their
limitations. The course aims to provide anyone interested in
political science with a proficient understanding of the intuitions
behind several of the methods most commonly used to analyze
political data and identify causal paths. By the end of the course,
students will have acquired important analytical and practical
skills and will be able to evaluate the quality and reliability of
scholarly and journalistic work done using quantitative methods.
Students will also learn basic statistical software skills (R).

Spring 2017: POLS UN3720

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3720 001/20931 T Th 4:10pm -
5:25pm
703 Hamilton Hall

Chiara
Superti

3 44/40

POLS GU4710 Principles of Quantitative Political Research. 4
points.
Introduction to the use of quantitative techniques in political
science and public policy. Topics include descriptive statistics and
principles of statistical inference and probability through analysis
of variance and ordinary least-squares regression. Computer
applications are emphasized.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4710

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment
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POLS 4710 001/23131 M W 8:40am -
9:55am
310 Fayerweather

Mark
Lindeman

4 63/68

POLS GU4712 Analysis of Political Data. 4 points.
Prerequisites: POLS W4710 or the equivalent.
Multivariate and time-series analysis of political data. Topics
include time-series regression, structural equation models, factor
analysis, and other special topics. Computer applications are
emphasized.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4712

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4712 001/23188 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
420 Pupin
Laboratories

Mark
Lindeman

4 28/70

POLS GU4714 Multivariate Political Analysis. 4 points.
Prerequisites: basic data analysis and knowledge of basic calculus
and matrix algebra OR concurrent enrollment in POLS W4760.
Examines problems encountered in multivariate analysis of cross-
sectional and time-series data. Covers fundamentals of probability
and statistics and examines problems encountered in multivariate
analysis of cross-sectional and time-series data. More mathematical
treatment of topics covered in POLS W4710 and W4712.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4714

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4714 001/78443 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
603 Hamilton Hall

Benjamin
Goodrich

4 13/40

POLS GU4730 Game Theory and Political Theory. 4 points.
Prerequisites: POLS W4760 or equivalent level of calculus.
Application of noncooperative game theory to strategic situations
in politics. Solution concepts, asymmetric information,
incomplete information, signaling, repeated games, and
folk theorems. Models drawn from elections, legislative
strategy, interest group politics, regulation, nuclear deterrence,
international relations, and tariff policy.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4730

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4730 001/28274 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
304 Hamilton Hall

John Huber 4 19/40

POLS GU4732 Research Topics in Game Theory. 4 points.
Discussion Section Required

Prerequisites: POLS W4730 or the instructor's permission.
Advanced topics in game theory will cover the study of repeated
games, games of incomplete information and principal-agent
models with applications in the fields of voting, bargaining,
lobbying and violent conflict. Results from the study of social
choice theory, mechanism design and auction theory will also be
treated. The course will concentrate on mathematical techniques
for constructing and solving games. Students will be required to

develop a topic relating political science and game theory and to
write a formal research paper.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4732

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4732 001/92346 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
404 International
Affairs Bldg

Carlo Prato 4 14

POLS GU4764 Design and Analysis of Sample Surveys. 4
points.
Prerequisites: basic statistics and regression analysis (for example:
POLS 4712, STAT 2024 or 4315, SOCI 4075, etc.)
Survey sampling is central to modern social science. We discuss
how to design, conduct, and analyze surveys, with a particular
focus on public opinion surveys in the United States.

POLS GU4768 Experimental Research: Design, Analysis and
Interpretation. 4 points.
Prerequisites: one or two semesters of statistics; basic
understanding of probability, hypothesis testing, and regression
are assumed. Basic familiarity with statistical software (Stata and
R) is helpful but not required.
In this course, we will discuss the logic of experimentation, its
strengths and weaknesses compared to other methodologies, and
the ways in which experimentation has been -- and could be --
used to investigate social phenomena. Students will learn how to
interpret, design, and execute experiments.

Spring 2017: POLS GU4768

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4768 001/11156 T Th 7:40pm -
8:55pm
304 Hamilton Hall

Donald
Green

4 19/40

POLS GU4790 Advanced Topics in Quantitative Research. 4
points.
Instruction in methods for models that have dependent
variables that are not continuous, including dichotomous and
polychotomous response models, models for censored and
truncated data, sample selection models and duration models.

POLS GU4792 Advanced Topics in Quantitative Research:
Models for Panel and Time-Series Cross-Section Data. 4
points.
This course covers methods for models for repeated observations
data. These kinds of data represent tremendous opportunities as
well as formidable challenges for making inferences. The course
will focus on how to estimate models for panel and time-series
cross-section data. Topics covered include fixed effects, random
effects, dynamic panel models, random coefficient models, and
models for qualitative dependent variables.

Fall 2016: POLS GU4792

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 4792 001/12762 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am

Gregory
Wawro

4 22
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327 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Senior Honors Seminar
POLS UN3998 Senior Honors Seminar. 4 points.
Prerequisites: admission to the departmental honors program.
A two-term seminar for students writing the senior honors thesis.

Fall 2016: POLS UN3998

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3998 001/69969 F 9:00am - 10:50am
711 International
Affairs Bldg

Macartan
Humphreys

4 15/20

POLS UN3999 Senior Honors Seminar. 4 points.
Prerequisites: admission to the departmental honors program.
A two-term seminar for students writing the senior honors thesis.

Spring 2017: POLS UN3999

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3999 001/71033 F 9:00am - 10:50am
Room TBA

Macartan
Humphreys

4 13/18

Independent Reading and
Research
POLS UN3901 Independent Reading and Research I. 1-6
points.
Fall 2016: POLS UN3901

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3901 001/66081   Gregory
Wawro

1-6 0

POLS 3901 002/68449   Andrew
Nathan

1-6 3

POLS 3901 003/83100   Andrew
Cooper

1-6 2

POLS UN3902 Independent Reading and Research II. 1-6
points.
Spring 2017: POLS UN3902

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLS 3902 001/77027   Andrew
Nathan

1-6 3/1

POLS 3902 002/10287   Andrew
Cooper

1-6 2

POLS 3902 003/71351   Sudipta
Kaviraj

1-6 1

POLS 3902 004/71396   Justin
Phillips

1-6 1

POLS 3902 005/12402   Jon Elster 1-6 1
POLS 3902 006/28548   Bernard

Harcourt
1-6 1

POLS 3902 007/29646   Carlos
Vargas-
Ramos

1-6 1

POLS 3902 008/28300   Brigitte
Nacos

1-6 3

POLS 3902 009/76096   Paula
Franzese

1-6 1

POLS 3902 010/63058   Sharyn
O'Halloran

1-6 1

Of Related Interest
Economics
ECPS GU4921 Seminar In Political Economy
Human Rights
HRTS UN3001 Introduction to Human Rights
HRTS W3930 International Humanitarian Law

and Human Rights
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Psychology
Departmental Office: 406 Schermerhorn; 212-854-3608
https://psychology.columbia.edu/

Directors of Undergraduate Studies:

Psychology Major and Concentration:
Prof. Patricia Lindemann, 358E Schermerhorn Extension;
212-854-8285; pgl2@columbia.edu
Prof. Katherine Fox-Glassman, 314 Schermerhorn;
212-854-4550; kjt2111@columbia.edu
Prof. Nim Tottenham, 355D Schermerhorn Extension;
212-854-1925; nlt7@psych.columbia.edu (nlt7@columbia.edu)

Neuroscience and Behavior Major:
Psychology: Prof. Carl Hart 401D Schermerhorn; 212-851-9421;
clh42@columbia.edu (fchampag@psych.columbia.edu)
Psychology: Prof. James Curley, 317 Schermerhorn;
212-854-7033; jc3181@columbia.edu
Psychology: Prof. Caroline Marvin, 355B Schermerhorn Extension;
212-851-2795; cbm2118@columbia.edu
Biology: Prof. Jian Yang, 917A Fairchild; 212-854-6161;
jy160@columbia.edu
Biology: Prof. Deborah Mowshowitz, 744 Mudd; 212-854-4497;
dbm2@columbia.edu

Director of Instruction:
Prof. Lois Putnam, 314 Schermerhorn;
212-854-4550; putnam@psych.columbia.edu

Directors of Psychology Honors Program:
Prof. Kevin Ochsner, 369 Schermerhorn Extension;
212-851-9348; ochsner@psych.columbia.edu
Prof. Nim Tottenham, 355D Schermerhorn Extension;
212-854-1925; nlt7@columbia.edu

Preclinical Adviser: Prof. E'mett McCaskill, 415O Milbank;
212-854-8601; emccaski@barnard.edu

Administrative Coordinator: Joanna Borchert-Kopczuk, 406
Schermerhorn; 212-854-3940; jb2330@columbia.edu

Undergraduate Curriculum Assistant: Kathe Blydenburgh, 406
Schermerhorn; 212-854-8859; uca@psych.columbia.edu

Undergraduate InfoPack: http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/
ugrad/infopack.html

The Department of Psychology (https://
psychology.columbia.edu) offers students a balanced curriculum
in psychological science, including research methods, cognition,
neuroscience, developmental, social, and clinical areas. The
curriculum prepares majors for graduate education in these fields
and provides a relevant background for social work, education,
medicine, law, and business. Psychology course offerings are
designed to meet the varying needs and interests of students, from
those wishing to explore a few topics in psychology or to fulfill the

science requirement, to those interested in majoring in psychology
or in neuroscience and behavior.

Program Goals
The department's program goals (https://
psychology.columbia.edu/content/psychology-program-
goals) start with the development of a solid knowledge base in
psychological science. Consistent with the value psychology
places on empirical evidence, courses at every level of the
curriculum nurture the development of skills in research methods,
quantitative literacy, and critical thinking, and foster respect for
the ethical values that undergird the science of psychology.

Most of these program goals (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/psychology-program-goals) are introduced
in PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology, the recommended
first psychology course required for all majors that satisfies the
prerequisite for most 2000-level courses. These goals are extended
and reinforced in our statistics (1600-level) and research methods
(1400-level) laboratory courses, as well as in the 2000-level lecture
courses and 3000- and 4000-level seminars. Each of the 2000-
level lecture courses enables students to study systematically,
and in greater depth, one of the content areas introduced in
PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology. These lecture courses
are the principal means by which psychology majors satisfy the
distribution requirements, ensuring not only depth but also
breadth of coverage across three central areas of psychology: (1)
perception and cognition, (2) psychobiology and neuroscience,
and (3) social, personality, and abnormal. To complete the major,
students take one or more advanced seminars and are encouraged
to participate in supervised research courses, where they have the
opportunity to explore research questions in depth and further
develop their written and oral communication skills.

Research Participation
All qualified students are welcome to participate in research
project opportunities (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/research-opportunities) within the Department of
Psychology. Students may volunteer to work in a lab, register
for supervised individual research (PSYC UN3950 Supervised
Individual Research), or participate in the department’s two-
year honors program. Information on faculty research (https://
psychology.columbia.edu/content/faculty) is available on the
departmental website. Students are advised to read about research
laboratories on faculty lab sites (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/lab-websites) and visit the professor’s office hours to
discuss opportunities. At the beginning of the fall term, the
department also hosts a lab-preview event for students to learn
about research opportunities for the upcoming semester.

Program Planning
Majors and concentrators in psychology and majors in
neuroscience and behavior should begin planning a program
of study as early as possible. All necessary forms and
information are available in Program Planning Tips (https://
psychology.columbia.edu/content/program-planning-tips).
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All majors and concentrators in psychology and majors in
neuroscience and behavior should complete a Major Requirement
Checklist  (https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/major-
concentration-requirement-checklists)before consulting a program
adviser to discuss program plans and must submit a Major
Requirement Checklist (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/major-concentration-requirement-checklists) before
beginning their final semester.

Advising
The Department of Psychology offers a variety of advising
resources to provide prospective and current undergraduate
majors and concentrators with the information and support
needed to successfully plan their programs. An overview of these
resources is provided on the Psychology Undergraduate Advising
Resources website (http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/ugrad/
Advising).

Students are encouraged to consult with Peer, Faculty, and
Program Advisers as they plan their course of study in psychology
or neuroscience and behavior. Faculty and Peer Advisers are
important contacts for general advice on class choices, research
opportunities, and post-graduation plans. For definitive
answers to questions regarding major requirements and other
aspects of your degree, including transfer credit, current and
prospective majors should consult their Program Adviser or the
Undergraduate Curriculum Assistant in the departmental office.
Program Adviser assignments (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/advisors) and contact information are provided on
the departmental website. For additional information about
program, faculty, peer, and pre-clinical advising, please see the
Psychology Undergraduate Advising Resources website (http://
dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/ugrad/Advising).

E-mail Communication
The department maintains an e-mail distribution list with the
UNIs of all declared majors and concentrators. Students are
held responsible for information sent to their Columbia e-
mail addresses. Students should read these messages from the
department regularly and carefully. They are intended to keep
students informed about deadlines, requirements, events, and
opportunities. Prospective majors or concentrators who would
like to be added to the e-mail distribution list should contact the
Undergraduate Curriculum Assistant (uca@psych.columbia.edu)
in the departmental office.

Guide to Course Numbers
Course numbers reflect the structure of the psychology
curriculum:

• The 1000-level contains introductions to psychology,
introductory laboratory courses, and statistics. PSYC UN1001
The Science of Psychology and PSYC UN1010 Mind, Brain
and Behavior are introductory courses with no prerequisites.
Either one can serve as the prerequisite for most of the 2000-
level courses. However, most students find it advantageous

to take PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology first.
The 1400s contain the research methods laboratory courses,
and the 1600s contain statistics courses; these two course
types are designed to prepare students for the types of research
found in many psychology and neuroscience labs.

• The 2000-level contains lecture courses that are introductions
to areas within psychology; most require PSYC UN1001 The
Science of Psychology or PSYC UN1010 Mind, Brain and
Behavior as a prerequisite.

• The 3000-level contains more advanced and specialized
undergraduate courses; most are given in a seminar format and
require instructor permission.

• The 3900s are the courses providing research opportunities for
undergraduates.

• The 4000-level contains advanced seminars suitable for both
advanced undergraduates and graduate students.

Subcategories within the 2000-, 3000-, and 4000-levels
correspond to the three groups in our distribution requirement for
undergraduate psychology majors:

1. perception and cognition (2200s, 3200s, and 4200s),
2. psychobiology and neuroscience (2400s, 3400s, and 4400s),

and
3. social, personality, and abnormal (2600s, 3600s, and 4600s).

Note that Barnard psychology courses do not follow the same
numbering scheme.

Honors Program
The department offers a two-year Honors Program (https://
psychology.columbia.edu/content/honors-program), designed for
a limited number of juniors and seniors interested in participating
in research. Beginning in the first term of junior year and
continuing through senior year, students take PSYC UN3920
Honors Research and simultaneously participate in an honors
research course (PSYC UN3920 Honors Research) under the
supervision of a member of the department. Students make a
formal presentation and complete an honors essay based on this
research toward the end of their senior year.

To qualify for honors, students must take a total of 6 points
beyond the number required for their major and satisfy
all other requirements for the major. The additional 6
points may include the Honors Seminar and Honors Research
courses. Interested students should apply at the end of
their sophomore year. Instructions and an application
form (https://docs.google.com/a/columbia.edu/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLScOHu4iU_rteilvUy7AfoseSk4EQ2PeSCt5Td6SoOj7QtPtZQ/
viewform?c=0&amp;w=1) are available on the
departmental website (https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/
honors-program). Normally no more than 10% of graduating
majors receive departmental honors in a given academic year.
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Requirements for Admission
to Graduate Programs in
Psychology
Most graduate programs in psychology, including those in clinical
psychology, require:

An undergraduate course in introductory psychology:
PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology
A course in statistics such as one of the following:
PSYC UN1610 Introductory Statistics for

Behavioral Scientists
PSYC UN1660 Advanced Statistical Inference
STAT UN1001 Introduction to Statistical

Reasoning
STAT UN1101 Introduction to Statistics
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
A laboratory course in research methods such as one of the
following:
PSYC UN1420 Experimental Psychology: Human

Behavior
PSYC UN1450 Experimental Psychology: Social

Cognition and Emotion
PSYC UN1455 Experimental Psychology: Social

and Personality

Students should also take a variety of more advanced
undergraduate courses and seminars and participate in
PSYC UN3950 Supervised Individual Research. Students are
encouraged to apply for the Psychology Honors Program at the
end of their sophomore year.

Students interested in clinical psychology should obtain
experience working in a community service program in addition
to supervised individual research experience. Students should
consult the department's pre-clinical adviser, Prof. E'mett
McCaskill (https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/emett-
mccaskill), and attend the department's pre-clinical advising
events for more information. Additional resources to help
prepare students for graduate study in psychology, and for
careers in clinical psychology, are available on the Department of
Psychology’s website (http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/ugrad/
curriculum.html#grad).

On-Line Information
The Department of Psychology maintains an active website
(https://psychology.columbia.edu), in which the Undergraduate
InfoPack for Current Students (http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/
dept/ugrad/infopack.html) provides access to a wide variety of
information for majors and prospective majors. Among other
useful resources, students will find syllabi posted for most lecture
and lab courses and for many advanced seminars. Students
should read the on-line course syllabi prior to registering for
psychology courses. For assistance in finding all necessary

resources, students should contact the undergraduate curriculum
assistant (uca@psych.columbia.edu).

Science Requirement
PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology, PSYC UN1010
Mind, Brain and Behavior, and any PSYC course in the 2200- or
2400-level may be used to fulfill the science requirement.

2600-level and some other psychology courses,
including PSYC BC1001 Introduction to Psychology and other
Barnard psychology courses, may not be used to fulfill the science
requirement.

For more detailed information regarding psychology courses that
may be applied toward the science requirement, see the Core
Curriculum section in this bulletin.

Evening and Columbia Summer
Courses
The department normally offers at least one lab course (currently
PSYC UN1420 Experimental Psychology: Human Behavior and
PSYC UN1450 Experimental Psychology: Social Cognition and
Emotion) in the late afternoon with evening labs. A number
of other courses are occasionally offered in late afternoon and
evening hours. No more than one quarter of the courses required
for the major are normally available in the evening. Working
students may find the wide variety of early morning (8:40 a.m.)
classes, as well as Summer Session offerings, helpful in completing
degree requirements.

Any course offered by the Psychology Department during
the Summer Session is applicable toward the same major
requirement(s) as the corresponding course of that same number
offered during the academic year. For instance, PSYC S1001D
The Science of Psychology meets the same major requirements as
does PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology.

See Academic Regulations—Study Outside Columbia College in this
Bulletin for additional information.

Faculty
Professors

• Niall Bolger
• Geraldine Downey
• William Fifer (Psychiatry, Pediatrics)
• Norma Graham
• Carl Hart (Chair, effective July 1)
• Tory Higgins
• Donald C. Hood
• Sheena S. Iyengar (Business School)
• Leonard Matin
• Janet Metcalfe
• Walter Mischel
• Michael Morris (Business School)
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• Kevin Ochsner
• Lois Putnam
• Rae Silver (Barnard)
• Ursula M. Staudinger (Mailman School of Public Health)
• Yaakov Stern (Neurology and Psychiatry)
• Herbert Terrace

Visiting Professor
Ran Hassin

Associate Professors
• Frances Champagne
• Valerie Purdie-Vaughns
• Daphna Shohamy
• Nim Tottenham
• Sarah M.N. Woolley 

Assistant Professors
• James Curley
• Yunglin Gazes (Neurology)
• Larisa Heiphetz
• Koleen McCrink (Barnard)
• Joshua New (Barnard)
• Julie Spicer (Psychiatry)

Adjunct Faculty
• Billur Avlar
• Helen Brew
• Ljubica Chatman
• Teal Eich
• Rebecca Franks
• David Friedman 
• Karen Kelly
• Svetlana Komissarouk
• E'mett McCaskill
• Catherine Peña
• Svetlana Rosis
• Kathleen Taylor

Lecturers in Discipline
• Katherine Fox-Glassman
• Greg Jensen
• Patricia Lindemann
• Caroline Marvin

On Leave
• Prof. Curley (Fall 2016)
• Profs. Graham, Hood, Purdie-Vaughns (Spring 2017) 
• Profs. Matin, Mischel, Woolley (2016-17)

Requirements
Guidelines for all Psychology
Majors, Concentrators, and
Interdepartmental Majors
Double Majors/Concentrations
All students attempting to complete double majors, double
concentrations, or a combination of a major and a concentration
must complete separate sets of required and related courses for
each program. Generally speaking, a single course may not be
counted twice. Students should consult with one of the directors
of undergraduate studies (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/advisors) or the undergraduate curriculum assistant
(uca@psych.columbia.edu) if they have questions. Note one
exception: students attempting to complete two programs
with a statistics requirement are able to use one course
—e.g., STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to
Statistics (formerly STAT W1211)—to satisfy the requirement
for both programs (i.e., the student does not need to take two
different statistics courses).

Overlapping Courses
Students cannot receive credit for two courses—one completed
at Columbia and one at another institution (including Barnard)
—whose content largely overlaps. For example,  PSYC UN1001
The Science of Psychology overlaps the content of introductory
psychology courses offered at many other institutions,
including Barnard; only one such course will receive credit.
Similarly, PSYC UN2630 Social Psychology and PSYC BC1138
Social Psychology have overlapping content; only one will
receive credit. Please refer to the table of Overlapping Courses
(http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/ugrad/exceptions/
bc_overlapping.pdf) for a partial list of courses at Columbia and
Barnard that are known to overlap.

Grade Requirements for the Major
A grade of C- or higher must be earned and revealed on the
transcript in any Columbia or Barnard course, including the first,
that is used to satisfy the major requirements. The grade of P is
not accepted for credit towards the psychology major, psychology
concentration, or neuroscience and behavior major. Courses taken
only on a Pass/D/Fail basis may not be used to satisfy the major
or concentration requirements unless the grade of P is uncovered
by the Registrar's deadline. Courses taken only on a Pass/Fail
basis may not be used to satisfy the major or concentration
requirements under any circumstances.

Major Requirement Checklist 
Prior to the start of their final semester, all seniors must submit a
Major Requirement Checklist (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/major-concentration-requirement-checklists) showing
all major courses they have taken and those they plan to take.
The psychology department evaluates each checklist to determine
whether or not the course plan completes the major requirements
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and then notifies the student accordingly. If the student's course
plan changes, or if it does not satisfy the major requirements, a
revised checklist must be submitted. Departmental approval of an
accurate and up-to-date checklist will help ensure completion of
all major requirements on time for graduation.

Major in Psychology
Please read Guidelines for all Psychology Majors, Concentrators, and
Interdepartmental Majors (p. 680) above.

Thirty or more points are needed to complete the major (https://
psychology.columbia.edu/content/psychology-major) and must
include:

The Introductory Psychology Course
• PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology

A Statistics Course
Select one of the following:

• PSYC UN1610 Introductory Statistics for Behavioral
Scientists

• PSYC UN1660 Advanced Statistical Inference
• STAT UN1001 Introduction to Statistical Reasoning
• STAT UN1101 Introduction to Statistics (formerly STAT

W1111)
• STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics (formerly STAT W1211)

A Laboratory Course
Select one of the following:

• PSYC UN1420 Experimental Psychology: Human Behavior
• PSYC UN1450 Experimental Psychology: Social Cognition

and Emotion
• PSYC UN1455 Experimental Psychology: Social and

Personality

Majors are strongly advised to complete the statistics and
laboratory requirements, in that order, by the fall term of their
junior year. Students are advised to verify the specific prerequisites
for laboratory courses, most of which require prior completion of
a statistics course.

Distribution Requirement
One course (3 points or more) must be taken from each of the
following three groups (in addition to the introductory, statistics,
and laboratory courses described above):

• Group I—Perception and cognition: courses numbered in the
2200s, 3200s, or 4200s. Also PSYC UN1420 Experimental
Psychology: Human Behavior.

• Group II—Psychobiology and neuroscience: courses
numbered in the 2400s, 3400s, or 4400s. Also PSYC UN1010
Mind, Brain and Behavior.

• Group III—Social, personality, and abnormal: courses
numbered in the 2600s, 3600s, or 4600s. Also PSYC UN1450
Experimental Psychology: Social Cognition and Emotion
and PSYC UN1455 Experimental Psychology: Social and
Personality.

If a 1400-level course is used to satisfy a distribution requirement,
it cannot also be used to fulfill the laboratory requirement, and
vice versa.

Seminar Requirement
For students entering Columbia in Fall 2013 or later, one seminar
course numbered in the 3000s or 4000s must be taken for 3 or
more points.

Seminars are usually taken in the senior year as a culmination of
the major program. Enrollment in seminar courses requires the
instructor's permission; students are advised to contact instructors
at least one month prior to registration to request seminar
admission. Note that honors and supervised individual research
courses (PSYC UN3910 Honors Seminar, PSYC UN3920
Honors Research, and PSYC UN3950 Supervised Individual
Research) will not meet the seminar requirement.

No course may be counted twice in fulfillment of the above major
requirements, with the following exception: a seminar course may
fulfill both the seminar requirement and a group requirement if it
meets the criteria for both.

Additional Courses
Additional psychology courses ("electives") must be taken for a
total of 30 points. As described below, these may include research
courses, transfer courses, and Barnard psychology courses not
approved for specific requirements.

Research Credits
No more than 4 points of PSYC UN3950 Supervised Individual
Research  or PSYC UN3920 Honors Research may be taken
in any one term, and no more than 8 points total of research
and field work courses (PSYC UN3950 Supervised Individual
Research, PSYC BC3366 Eating Disorders, PSYC BC3473
Field Work Seminar in Psychological Services and Counseling,
PSYC BC3592 Senior Research Seminar and PSYC BC3599
Individual Projects) may be applied toward the major. See below
for further restrictions on applying Barnard courses toward the
psychology major.

Barnard Courses
No more than 9 points (minus any transfer credits) from
Barnard psychology courses may be applied as credit toward
the major. The table of approved Barnard psychology courses
(http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/ugrad/exceptions/
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bc_approved.pdf) indicates which courses have been approved for
specific requirements of the psychology major. Courses not on the
approved list may only be applied toward a specific requirement
with prior written approval from a program adviser. Courses not
on the approved list for a specific requirement may be applied as
elective credit toward the 30 points for the major.

Transfer Credits
No more than 9 transfer credits (or combination of transfer and
Barnard credits) will be accepted toward the psychology major.
Approval of transfer credits on a student’s Entrance Credit Report
toward general requirements for the B.A. degree does not grant
approval of these credits toward the psychology major. Students
must apply for written approval of transfer credit towards the
major by submitting the Major Requirement Substitution
Form (http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/ugrad/exceptions/
exceptions.html). To be approved for the major, a course taken at
another institution should be substantially similar to one offered
by the department, the grade received must be a B- or better, and
the course must have been taken within the past 8 years. As noted
above, if two courses overlap in content, only one will be applied
towards the major. With the exception of approved Barnard
courses, students should consult with one of the directors of
undergraduate studies (https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/
advisors) before registering for psychology courses offered outside
the department.

Students who have completed an introductory psychology course
at another institution prior to declaring a psychology major
should consult with one of the directors of undergraduate studies
(https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/advisors) to verify
whether or not this course meets departmental standards for
major transfer credit. If transfer credit toward the major is not
approved, the student must enroll in PSYC UN1001 The Science
of Psychology or PSYC BC1001 Introduction to Psychology
to complete this major requirement. Note that College Board
Advanced Placement (AP) psychology scores do not satisfy the
PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology requirement, nor do
they confer elective credit toward the major.

Major in Neuroscience and
Behavior
Please read Guidelines for all Psychology Majors, Concentrators, and
Interdepartmental Majors (p. 680) above.

The department cosponsors an interdepartmental major in
neuroscience and behavior with the Department of Biological
Sciences. For assistance in planning the psychology portion of the
neuroscience and behavior major, refer to the Program Planning
Tips website (https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/program-
planning-tips) and use the appropriate major requirement
checklist (https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/major-
concentration-requirement-checklists).

No course may be counted twice in fulfillment of the biology
or psychology requirements described below. Most graduate

programs in neuroscience also require one year of calculus, one
year of physics, and chemistry through organic.

Required Courses
In addition to one year of general chemistry (or the high school
equivalent), ten courses are required to complete the major—
five from the Department of Biological Sciences and five from
the Department of Psychology. For the definitive list of biology
requirements, see the Department of Biological Sciences website
(http://www.columbia.edu/cu/biology/pages/undergrad/cur/
majors/neuro.html).

Required Biology Courses
1. BIOL UN2005 Introductory Biology I: Biochemistry,

Genetics Molecular Biology
2. BIOL UN2006 Introductory Biology II: Cell Biology,

Development Physiology
3. BIOL UN3004 Neurobiology I: Cellular and Molecular

Neurobiology
4. BIOL UN3005 Neurobiology II: Development Systems
5. One additional 3000- or 4000-level biology course from a list

approved by the biology adviser (http://www.columbia.edu/
cu/biology/pages/undergrad/cur/majors/neuro.html) to the
program.

Required Psychology Courses
1. PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology
2. PSYC UN1010 Mind, Brain and Behavior or PSYC UN2450

Behavioral Neuroscience
3. One statistics or lab course from the following:

• PSYC UN1420 Experimental Psychology: Human
Behavior

• PSYC UN1450 Experimental Psychology: Social
Cognition and Emotion

• PSYC UN1610 Introductory Statistics for Behavioral
Scientists

• PSYC UN1660 Advanced Statistical Inference
• STAT UN1101 Introduction to Statistics (formerly STAT

W1111)
• STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics (formerly STAT W1211)

4. One additional 2000- or 3000-level psychology lecture course
from a list approved by the psychology adviser (https://
psychology.columbia.edu/content/neuroscience-behavior-
major/#/cu_accordion_item-1255) to the program. 

5. One advanced psychology seminar from a list approved by the
psychology adviser (https://psychology.columbia.edu/content/
neuroscience-behavior-major/#/cu_accordion_item-1257) to
the program.
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Transfer Credit for Psychology Courses Taken
Elsewhere
Students should consult a psychology adviser before registering
for psychology courses offered outside the department. With
the adviser's approval, one, and only one, course from another
institution, including Barnard, may be applied toward the
psychology portion of the neuroscience and behavior major.
Students who wish to obtain credit for a course taken at Barnard
or at another institution should complete the Major Requirement
Substitution Form (http://dept.psych.columbia.edu/dept/ugrad/
exceptions/exceptions.html). To be approved for the major,
the course should be substantially similar to one offered by
this department and approved for this major, and the grade
received must be a C- or better if from Barnard, or B- or
better if from another institution. Advanced Placement (AP)
psychology scores will not satisfy the PSYC UN1001 The Science
of Psychology requirement.

Exceptions to Biology Requirements
Any exceptions must be approved in advance by a biology adviser
and students must receive an email notification of that approval.
Students may substitute Barnard College courses only with prior
permission from an adviser.

Concentration in Psychology
Please read Guidelines for all Psychology Majors, Concentrators, and
Interdepartmental Majors (p. 680) above.

A concentration in psychology (https://psychology.columbia.edu/
content/psychology-concentration) requires a minimum of 18
points, including PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology
and courses in at least two of the three groups listed under
“Distribution Requirement” for the psychology major.
Restrictions on research credits, Barnard credits, and transfer
credits are modified from those of the psychology major as
follows:

1. Only 4 points total may be applied toward the concentration
from research or field-work courses, including: PSYC UN3950
Supervised Individual Research, PSYC UN3920 Honors
Research PSYC BC3466 Field Work and Research Seminar:
The Barnard Toddler Center, PSYC BC3473 Field
Work Seminar in Psychological Services and Counseling,
PSYC BC3592 Senior Research Seminar, and PSYC BC3599
Individual Projects;

2. Only 5 points from Barnard (including PSYC BC1001
Introduction to Psychology) may be applied toward the
concentration.

3. Only 5 points total (including any Barnard points) from
approved psychology courses taken outside the department
may be applied toward the concentration.

Except as noted above, other regulations outlined in the
Psychology Major section regarding grades, transfer credits, and
overlapping courses also apply toward the concentration.

Courses
PSYC UN1001 The Science of Psychology. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement
Enrollment may be limited. Attendance at the first two class
periods is mandatory.

Broad survey of psychological science including: sensation
and perception; learning, memory, intelligence, language, and
cognition; emotions and motivation; development, personality,
health and illness, and social behavior. Discusses relations between
the brain, behavior, and experience. Emphasizes science as a
process of discovering both new ideas and new empirical results.
PSYC W1001 serves as a prerequisite for further psychology
courses and should be completed by the sophomore year.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN1001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1001 001/66886 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

3 198/189

PSYC 1001 002/18201 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

3 176/189

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1001 001/69472 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

3 187/189

PSYC 1001 002/77588 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

3 162/189

PSYC UN1010 Mind, Brain and Behavior. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Introduction to the biological approach to the experimental study
of behavior. Includes consideration of the types of biological
data relevant to psychology, as well as the assumptions and logic
permitting the interpretation of biological data in psychological
terms.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN1010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1010 001/19945 M W 7:40pm -
8:55pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Kathleen
Taylor

3 113/150

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1010 001/64756 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm

Caroline
Marvin

3 132/130
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501 Schermerhorn
Hall

PSYC UN1420 Experimental Psychology: Human Behavior. 4
points.
Lab Required
Attendance at the first class is mandatory. Fee: $70.

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, and a statistics
course (PSYC W1610 or the equivalent), or the instructor's
permission.
Corequisites: PSYC W1421.
Introduction to the techniques of research employed in the study
of human behavior. Students gain experience in the conduct of
research, including design of simple experiments, observation and
measurement techniques, and the analysis of behavioral data.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1420

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1420 001/15236 M 4:10pm - 6:00pm
614 Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

4 66/72

PSYC UN1421 Experimental Psychology: Human Behavior
(Lab). 0 points.
Limited enrollment in each section.

Corequisites: PSYC W1420.
Required lab section for PSYC W1420.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1421

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1421 001/29185 M 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

0 18/18

PSYC 1421 002/14330 M 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

0 18/18

PSYC 1421 003/72651 M 8:10pm -
10:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

0 14/18

PSYC 1421 004/13441 T 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

0 16/18

PSYC 1421 005/76662 W 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Patricia
Lindemann

0 0/15

PSYC UN1450 Experimental Psychology: Social Cognition
and Emotion. 4 points.
Lab Required
Attendance at the first class is essential. Priority given to
psychology majors. Fee: $70.

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, and a statistics
course (PSYC W1610 or the equivalent), or the instructor's
permission.
Corequisites: PSYC W1451.
An introduction to research methods employed in the study of
human social cognition and emotion. Students gain experience

in the design and conduct of research, including ethical issues,
observation and measurement techniques, interpretation of data,
and preparation of written and oral reports.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN1450

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1450 001/23245 M 4:10pm - 6:00pm
614 Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

4 84/90

PSYC UN1451 Experimental Psychology: Social Cognition
and Emotion (Lab). 0 points.
Limited enrollment in each section.

Corequisites: PSYC W1450.
Required Lab for PSYC W1450.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN1451

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1451 001/68956 M 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

0 16/18

PSYC 1451 002/75011 M 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

0 18/18

PSYC 1451 003/29919 M 8:10pm -
10:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

0 17/18

PSYC 1451 004/74802 T 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

0 17/18

PSYC 1451 005/76612 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

0 17/18

PSYC UN1455 Experimental Psychology: Social and
Personality. 4 points.
Lab Required
Fee: $70.

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, and a statistics
course (PSYC W1610 or the equivalent), or the instructor's
permission.
Corequisites: PSYC W1456.
Methodology and procedures of personality and social
psychological research and exercises in data analysis and research
design. Ethical issues in psychological research. Statistical
concepts such as parameter estimation and testing, measurement
reliability and validity, merits and limitations of correlational
and experimental research designs, and empirical evaluation of
theories.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1455

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1455 001/20495 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Niall Bolger 4 34/36
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PSYC UN1456 Experimental Psychology: Social and
Personality (Lab). 0 points.
Limited enrollment in each section.

Required lab for PSYC W1455.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1456

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1456 001/66408 W 10:10am -
12:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Niall Bolger 0 21/18

PSYC 1456 002/15845 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Niall Bolger 0 13/18

PSYC UN1610 Introductory Statistics for Behavioral
Scientists. 4 points.
Lab Required
Lecture and lab. Priority given to psychology majors. Fee $70.

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010. Recommended
preparation: one course in behavioral science and knowledge of
high school algebra.
Corequisites: PSYC W1611.
Introduction to statistics that concentrates on problems from the
behavioral sciences.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN1610

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1610 001/74438 T Th 4:10pm -
5:25pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

4 36/45

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1610

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1610 001/26335 T Th 4:10pm -
5:25pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

4 37/40

PSYC UN1611 Introductory Statistics for Behavioral Scientists
(Lab). 0 points.
Limited enrollment in each section.

Corequisites: PSYC W1610.
Required lab section for PSYC W1610.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN1611

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1611 001/19718 Th 6:10pm -
8:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

0 13/15

PSYC 1611 002/74467 Th 8:10pm -
10:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

0 12/15

PSYC 1611 003/12000 F 10:10am -
12:00pm

Gregory
Jensen

0 12/15

200b Schermerhorn
Hall

PSYC 1611 004/73954 F 12:10pm - 2:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

0 0/0

Spring 2017: PSYC UN1611

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1611 001/66874 Th 6:10pm -
8:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

0 18/18

PSYC 1611 002/21578 Th 6:10pm -
8:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

0 18/15

PSYC 1611 003/16070 F 10:10am -
12:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

0 0/15

PSYC 1611 004/75627 F 12:10pm - 2:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

0 0/15

PSYC UN1660 Advanced Statistical Inference. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC 1610 (or the equivalent) plus instructor's
permission
This course outlines elements of statistical inference. Students
will receive training in the use of software to evaluate both
experimental data and psychological theory. In doing so, students
will construct models that can both describe scientific results and
also predict future outcomes.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN1660

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 1660 001/96796 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

3 15/25

PSYC UN2220 Cognition: Memory and Stress. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement
Attendance at the first class is mandatory.

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or the instructor's
permission.
Memory, attention, and stress in human cognition.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN2220

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2220 001/28157 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
517 Hamilton Hall

Janet
Metcalfe

3 33/95

PSYC UN2235 Thinking and Decision Making. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: an introductory course in psychology.
Models of judgment and decision making in both certain and
uncertain or risky situations, illustrating the interplay of top-
down (theory-driven) and bottom-up (data-driven) processes in
creating knowledge. Focuses on how individuals do and should
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make decisions, with some extensions to group decision making
and social dilemmas.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN2235

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2235 001/73766 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
309 Havemeyer Hall

Katherine
Fox-
Glassman

3 172/180

PSYC UN2250 Evolution of Cognition. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or the instructor's
permission.
A systematic review of different forms of cognition as viewed in
the context of the theory of evolution. Specific topics include
the application of the theory of evolution to behavior, associative
learning, biological constraints on learning, methods for studying
the cognitive abilities of animals, levels of representation,
ecological influences on cognition, and evidence of consciousness
in animals.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN2250

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2250 001/13147 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Herbert
Terrace

3 46/95

PSYC UN2280 Introduction to Developmental Psychology. 3
points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement
Enrollment may be limited. Attendance at the first two classes is
mandatory.

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or the equivalent.
Introduction to the scientific study of human development, with
an emphasis on psychobiological processes underlying perceptual,
cognitive, and emotional development.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN2280

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2280 001/72834 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
312 Mathematics
Building

Nim
Tottenham

3 93/95

PSYC UN2420 Animal Behavior. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or a college-level
biology course, or the instructor's permission.
Introduction to behavioral systems, evolution of behavioral
traits, and analysis of behavior. Topics include reproductive
and social behavior, mating systems, competition, cooperation,
communication, learning, development and the interplay of genes
and environment.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN2420

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2420 001/29291 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
614 Schermerhorn
Hall

Gregory
Jensen

3 61/80

PSYC UN2450 Behavioral Neuroscience. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or the instructor's
permission.
Examines the principles governing neuronal activity, the role of
neurotransmitter systems in memory and motivational processes,
the presumed brain dysfunctions that give rise to schizophrenia
and depression, and philosophical issues regarding the relationship
between brain activity and subjective experience.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN2450

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2450 001/13295 M W 6:10pm -
7:25pm
209 Havemeyer Hall

Kathleen
Taylor

3 72/95

PSYC UN2460 Drugs and Behavior. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or the equivalent.
The effects of psychoactive drugs on the brain and behavior.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN2460

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2460 001/19112 M W 8:40am -
9:55am
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Carl Hart 3 145/189

PSYC UN2480 The Developing Brain. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or the instructor's
permission.
Brain development across the life span, with emphasis on fetal
and postnatal periods. How the environment shapes brain
development and hence adult patterns of behavior.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN2480

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2480 001/22037 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Frances
Champagne

3 48/60

PSYC UN2620 Abnormal Behavior. 3 points.
Prerequisites: An introductory psychology course.
Examines definitions, theories, and treatments of abnormal
behavior.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN2620

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment
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PSYC 2620 001/28865 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

E'mett
McCaskill

3 136/170

PSYC UN2630 Social Psychology. 3 points.
Surveys important methods, findings, and theories in the study of
social influences on behavior. Emphasizes different perspectives on
the relation between individuals and society.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN2630

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2630 001/62348 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Tory
Higgins

3 124/150

PSYC UN2640 Introduction to Social Cognition. 3 points.
Prerequisites: an introductory course in psychology or the
instructor's permission.
An introduction to basic concepts in social cognition. Topics
include attribution theory (how we explain our own and other's
behavior), social categories and schema (social perception and
stereotyping), the social self (the development and maintenance
of a self-concept), attention and consciousness, person memory,
affect and cognition, and social inference, among others.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN2640

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2640 001/18047 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
614 Schermerhorn
Hall

Larisa
Heiphetz

3 93/100

PSYC UN2670 Social Development. 3 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, or the equivalent.
This lecture course introduces students to the study of typical
human social development with a particular focus on genetic,
familial and peer influences on the development of social
behaviors during early childhood.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN2670

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 2670 001/64819 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
614 Schermerhorn
Hall

James
Curley

3 78/95

PSYC UN3270 Computational Approaches to Human Vision
(Seminar). 3 points.
This course will be offered in Fall 2016.

Prerequisites: some background in psychology and/or
neurophysiology (e.g., PSYC W1001, PSYC W1010, PSYC
W2230, PSYC W2450; BIOL W3004 or BIOL W3005) is
desirable. See instructor if you have questions about your
background. Some background in mathematics and computer
science (e.g., calculus or linear algebra, a programming language)
is highly recommended.

Study of human vision--both behavioral and physiological
data--within a framework of computational and mathematical
descriptions. Please contact Prof. Graham by e-mail
(nvg1@columbia.edu) if you are interested in this course.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3270

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3270 001/20951   Norma
Graham

3 3/12

PSYC UN3450 Evolution of Intelligence and Consciousness
(Seminar). 3 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010, and the instructor's
permission.
A systematic review of the implications of Darwin's theory of
evolution and Freud's theory of the unconscious for contemporary
studies of animal and human cognition.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3450

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3450 001/22794 W 10:10am -
12:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Herbert
Terrace

3 7/12

PSYC UN3484 Life Span Development: Theory and Methods.
4 points.
Prerequisites: Science of Psychology (PSYC 1001), Mind,
Brain, & Behavior (PSYC 1010), or an equivalent Introductory
Psychology course is required, plus permission of the instructor.
This course will explore the theory and methods underlying
lifespan development: the cognitive and neural changes that
we undergo from even before birth until the end of life. Each
week will focus on a different broad time period in the life of
a person, and introduce a major research method used in the
study of human development. Topics will range from prenatal
development and epigenetics to late-life brain changes and
neuroimaging.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3484

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3484 001/26030 Th 4:10pm -
6:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Daniel
Barulli

4 8/12

PSYC UN3496 Neuroscience and Society. 3 points.
Prerequisites: Science of Psychology (PSYC 1001) or Mind, Brain,
& Behavior (PSYC 1010), or equivalent introductory psychology
course. Students who have not taken one of these courses may also
be admitted with instructor permission.
This course investigates the ways in which research in human
neuroscience both reflects and informs societal issues. Topics
include how neuroscience research is interpreted and applied in
areas such as healthcare, education, law, consumer behavior, and
public policy.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3496
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3496 001/78096 T 12:10pm -
2:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Caroline
Marvin

3 11/12

PSYC UN3615 Children at Risk (Lecture). 4 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC W1010, PSYC W2280, PSYC W2620, or
PSYC W2680, and the instructor's permission.
Considers contemporary risk factors in children's lives. The
immediate and enduring biological and behavioral impact of risk
factors.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3615 001/20794 T Th 10:10am -
12:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Geraldine
Downey

4 12/40

Spring 2017: PSYC UN3615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3615 001/83501   4 0/40

PSYC UN3625 Clinical Neuropsychology (Seminar). 3 points.
Prerequisites: an introductory course in neuroscience, like PSYC
W1010 or PSYC W2450, and the instructor's permission.
Analysis of the assessment of physical and psychiatric diseases
impacting the central nervous system, with emphasis on the
relationship between neuropathology and cognitive and behavioral
deficits.

Spring 2017: PSYC UN3625

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3625 001/67629 T 6:10pm - 8:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

E'mett
McCaskill

3 18/12

PSYC UN3690 The Self in Social Context (Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or W1010, or the equivalent, and the
instructor's permission.
This course centers on understanding the self embedded in the
social context. We will integrate knowledge from various areas
of psychology (developmental, cognitive, social cognition) with
a main focus in social psychology. This course will provide the
opportunity to gain an understanding of research in the following
areas: the development of self in a social context, the relationship
between the self and the broader socio-cultural context, the
impact of self-involvement on social/cognitive processes, and
contemporary research on individual differences.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3690

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3690 001/73446 W 6:10pm - 8:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Ljubica
Chatman

4 13/12

PSYC UN3910 Honors Seminar. 1 point.
Year-long course. Students receive credit only after both terms
have been completed. May be repeated for additional credit.

Prerequisites: open to students in the honors program only.
Discussion of a variety of topics in psychology, with particular
emphasis on recent developments and methodological problems.
Students propose and discuss special research topics.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3910

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3910 001/75588 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Nim
Tottenham

1 18

Spring 2017: PSYC UN3910

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3910 001/70493 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

1 18/18

PSYC UN3920 Honors Research. 1-4 points.
May be repeated for additional credit.

Prerequisites: open to students in the honors program only.
Except by special permission of the director of undergraduate
studies, no more than 4 points of individual research may be taken
in any one term. This includes both PSYC W3950 and PSYC
W3920. No more than 12 points of PSYC W3920 may be applied
toward the honors program in psychology. Special research topics
arranged with the instructors of the department leading toward a
senior honors paper.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3920

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3920 001/16828   Nim
Tottenham

1-4 17

Spring 2017: PSYC UN3920

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3920 001/64124   Kevin
Ochsner

1-4 18

PSYC UN3950 Supervised Individual Research. 1-4 points.
May be repeated for credit.

Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Except by special permission of the director of undergraduate
studies, no more than 4 points of individual research may be taken
in any one term. This includes both PSYC W3950 and PSYC
W3920. No more than 8 points of PSYC W3950 may be applied
toward the psychology major, and no more than 4 points toward
the concentration. Readings, special laboratory projects, reports,
and special seminars on contemporary issues in psychological
research and theory.

Fall 2016: PSYC UN3950

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3950 001/61957   Niall Bolger 1-4 2
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PSYC 3950 002/15547   Frances
Champagne

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 003/76984   James
Curley

1-4 5

PSYC 3950 004/68791   Geraldine
Downey

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 005/27262   Norma
Graham

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 006/60172   Carl Hart 1-4 2
PSYC 3950 007/19314   Larisa

Heiphetz
1-4 0

PSYC 3950 008/18851   Tory
Higgins

1-4 4

PSYC 3950 009/76261   Donald
Hood

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 010/23175   Sheena
Iyengar

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 011/72676   Leonard
Matin

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 012/25149   Janet
Metcalfe

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 013/27311   Walter
Mischel

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 014/71246   Michael
Morris

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 015/16570   Kevin
Ochsner

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 016/69321   Valerie
Purdie-
Vaughns

1-4 5

PSYC 3950 017/22668   Lois
Putnam

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 018/71067   Daphna
Shohamy

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 019/64468   Rae Silver 1-4 0
PSYC 3950 020/66364   Ursula

Staudinger
1-4 0

PSYC 3950 021/19285   Yaakov
Stern

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 022/29634   Kathleen
Taylor

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 023/18505   Herbert
Terrace

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 024/14915   Nim
Tottenham

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 025/72613   Elke Weber 1-4 0
PSYC 3950 026/12812   Sarah

Woolley
1-4 1

Spring 2017: PSYC UN3950

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 3950 001/26782   Niall Bolger 1-4 3
PSYC 3950 002/21616   Frances

Champagne
1-4 0

PSYC 3950 003/66740   James
Curley

1-4 4

PSYC 3950 004/13224   Geraldine
Downey

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 005/61010   Norma
Graham

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 006/73935   Carl Hart 1-4 0
PSYC 3950 007/20428   Larisa

Heiphetz
1-4 0

PSYC 3950 008/68351   Tory
Higgins

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 009/73554   Donald
Hood

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 010/24616   Sheena
Iyengar

1-4 3

PSYC 3950 011/16151   Leonard
Matin

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 012/25826   Janet
Metcalfe

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 013/22802   Walter
Mischel

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 014/28489   Michael
Morris

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 015/68991   Kevin
Ochsner

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 016/27579   Valerie
Purdie-
Vaughns

1-4 4

PSYC 3950 017/22762   Lois
Putnam

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 018/11768   Daphna
Shohamy

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 019/70614   Rae Silver 1-4 0
PSYC 3950 020/73679   Ursula

Staudinger
1-4 0

PSYC 3950 021/72149   Yaakov
Stern

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 022/22110   Kathleen
Taylor

1-4 0

PSYC 3950 023/64635   Herbert
Terrace

1-4 3

PSYC 3950 024/65692   Nim
Tottenham

1-4 2

PSYC 3950 025/18935   Elke Weber 1-4 0
PSYC 3950 026/68473   Sarah

Woolley
1-4 2

PSYC 3950 027/64494   Caroline
Marvin

1-4 1

PSYC 3950 028/98445   Katherine
Fox-
Glassman

1-4 1

PSYC GU4222 The Cognitive Neuroscience of Aging
(Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: courses in introductory psychology and cognitive
psychology; and the instructor's permission.
Comprehensive overview of various conceptual and methodologic
approaches to studying the cognitive neuroscience of aging. The
course will emphasize the importance of combining information
from cognitive experimental designs, epidemiologic studies,
neuroimaging, and clinical neuropsychological approaches to
understand individual differences in both healthy and pathological
aging.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4222

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4222 001/28281 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Teal Eich,
Yunglin
Gazes

4 6/12
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PSYC GU4223 Memory and Executive Function Thru the
Lifespan. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission, plus PSYC W1001 or
PSYC W1010, or the equivalent. Optimal preparation will include
some background in experimental design and statistics.
Memory and executive processing are critical cognitive functions
required for successfully navigating everyday life. In lifespan
studies, both exhibit relatively long developmental trajectories
followed by stasis and then relative decline in old age. Yet,
neither memory nor executive function is a unitary construct.
Rather, each is comprised of separable components that may
show different developmental trajectories and declines or
maintenance at older ages. Moreover, memory is malleable and
is a reconstruction of past experience, not an exact reproduction.
We will discuss a range of topics related to the development,
maintenance and potential decline in memory and executive
function from infancy through old age.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4223

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4223 001/19487 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

David
Friedman

4 9/12

PSYC GU4235 Special Topics in Vision (Seminar). 3 points.
This course will be offered in Fall 2016. May be repeated for
additional credit.

Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. Please contact Prof.
Graham by e-mail (nvg1@columbia.edu) if you are interested in
this course.
Fall 2016: PSYC GU4235

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4235 001/11509   Norma
Graham

3 1/12

PSYC GU4250 Evolution of Intelligence, Cognition, and
Language (Seminar). 3 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or PSYC W1010 or the equivalent,
based on instructor assessment, plus one of the instructors'
permission.
How did language evolve and why are human beings the
only species to use language? How did the evolution of social
intelligence, in particular, cooperation, set the stage for the origin
of language and consciousness? We will explore how psychologists,
philosophers, neuroscientists, anthropologists, biologists and
computational scientists, among others, have collaborated during
recent years to produce important insights in the evolution of
intelligence, consciousness and language.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4250

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4250 001/66949 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Joshua New 3 10/12

PSYC GU4265 Auditory Perception. 4 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC UN1010 or equivalent; background in
statistics/research methods recommended
How does the human brain make sense of the acoustic world?
What aspects of auditory perception do humans share with other
animals? How does the brain perform the computations necessary
for skills such as sound
localization? How do we focus our auditory attention on one
voice in a crowd? What acoustic cues are important for speech
perception? How is music perceived? These are the types of
questions we will address by studying
the basics of auditory perception from textbook readings and
reviews, and reading classic and current literature
to understand scientific progress in the field today.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4265

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4265 001/27748 M 4:10pm - 6:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Helen Brew 4 8/12

PSYC GU4270 Cognitive Processes (Seminar). 3 points.
Prerequisites: For undergraduates: one course in cognitive
psychology or cognitive neuroscience, or the equivalent, and the
instructor's permission.
Metacognition and control processes in human cognition. Basic
issues include the cognitive mechanisms that enable people to
monitor what they know and predict what they will know, the
errors and biases involved in self-monitoring, and the implications
of metacognitive ability for people's self-determined learning,
behavior, and their understanding of self.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4270

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4270 001/13050 T 12:10pm -
2:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Janet
Metcalfe

3 14/12

PSYC GU4280 Core Knowledge (Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: For undergraduates: courses in introductory
psychology, cognitive or developmental psychology, and the
instructor's permission.
Core Knowledge explores the origins and development of
knowledge in infants and children, with an additional emphasis
on evolutionary cognition. In this course, we will examine
evidence from cognitive psychology, developmental psychology,
comparative psychology, neuroscience, and linguistics to look
at the child's conception of objects, number, space, language,
agency, morality and the social world. We will look at which
aspects of knowledge are uniquely human, which are shared
with other animals, and how this knowledge changes as children
develop.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4280

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4280 001/04090 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm

Koleen
McCrink

4 12/12
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200c Schermerhorn
Hall

PSYC GU4285 Multidisciplinary Approaches to Human
Decision Making (Seminar). 1-3 points.
May be repeated for additional credit.

Prerequisites: PSYC W1490 or PSYC W2235, and the instructor's
permission.
Discussion of selected topics and issues in human decision
making.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4285

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4285 001/15673 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Katherine
Fox-
Glassman

1-3 13/12

PSYC GU4420 Animal Cognition (Seminar). 3 points.
Prerequisites: For undergraduates: the instructor's permission.
Seminar concerning a nonverbal animal's use of internal
representations of past experience as a basis for action. Topics
include how representations are formed, what aspects of
experience are encoded, how information is stored, and how it is
used later to guide behavior.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4420

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4420 001/14537 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Herbert
Terrace

3 3/12

PSYC GU4430 Learning and the Brain (Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: courses in introductory psychology and/or
neuroscience, and the instructor's permission.
What are the neural mechanisms that support learning, memory,
and choices? We will review current theories in the cognitive
neuroscience of human learning, discuss how learning and
decision making interact, and consider the strengths and
weaknesses of two influential methods in the study of human
brain and behavior--functional imaging and patient studies.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4430

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4430 001/64870 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Daphna
Shohamy

4 15/12

PSYC GU4440 Topics in Neurobiology and Behavior
(Seminar). 3 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Examines current topics in neurobiology and behavior.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4440

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4440 001/25766 Th 12:10pm -
2:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Svetlana
Rosis

3 10/12

PSYC 4440 002/26664 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Julie Spicer 3 7/12

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4440

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4440 001/13619 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Svetlana
Rosis

3 10/12

PSYC GU4460 Cognitive Neuroscience and the Media
(Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: A neuroscience course, such as PSYC 1010, and the
instructor's permission
This seminar will discuss recent topics in cognitive neuroscience,
and how research in this field is impacting public opinion. We
will engage in a critical review of how the media represents
research on the brain, with a focus on current issues and
controversies related to the use of neuroimaging in the study of
brain and behavior in humans.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4460

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4460 001/10929 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

Daphna
Shohamy

4 12/12

PSYC GU4480 Psychobiology of Infant Development
(Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: PSYC W1001 or W1010, a course in developmental
psychology, and the instructor's permission.
The focus of the seminar is on human development during the
fetal period and early infancy. We will examine the effects of
environmental factors on perinatal perceptual, cognitive, sensory--
â€motor, and neurobehavioral capacities, with emphasis on
critical conditions involved in both normal and abnormal brain
development. Other topics include acute and long term effects of
toxic exposures (stress, smoking, and alcohol) during pregnancy,
and interaction of genes and the environment in shaping the
developing brain of "high-risk" infants, including premature
infants and those at risk for neurodevelopmental disorders such as
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4480

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4480 001/60089 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
200c Schermerhorn
Hall

William
Fifer

4 15/12

PSYC GU4486 Developmental and Affective Neuroscience
(Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: courses in developmental psychology, and either
research methods or affective neuroscience, and the instructor's
permission.
Introduction to leading theoretical perspectives employed by
developmental psychologists in the study of affective neuroscience.
Exploration of the developmental brain and behavior relationships
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in humans and animal models of typical and atypical emotional
behavior, with a critical reading of recent research findings in the
field.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4486

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4486 001/60990 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Nim
Tottenham

4 19/12

PSYC GU4490 Inheritance (Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: basic knowledge of biology and neuroscience
recommended; the instructor's permission required.
Explores the concept of inheritance and the mechanisms through
which inheritance is mediated. Will focus on the generational
transmission of physiology and behavior, but will also consider the
inheritance of culture and language.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4490

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4490 001/64524 W 10:10am -
12:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Frances
Champagne

4 10/12

PSYC GU4498 Behavioral Epigenetics. 4 points.
Prerequisites: basic background in neurobiology (for instance
PSYC W1010, W2450, W2460, W2480, and G4499) and the
instructor's permission.
This course will provide an overview of the field of epigenetics,
with an emphasis on epigenetic phenomena related to
neurodevelopment, behavior and mental disorders. We
will explore how epigenetic mechanisms can be mediators
of environmental exposures and, as such, contribute to
psychopathology throughout the life course. We will also
discuss the implications of behavioral epigenetic research for
the development of substantially novel pharmacotherapeutic
approaches and preventive measures in psychiatry.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4498

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4498 001/91896 F 2:10pm - 4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Catherine
Pena

4 7/12

PSYC GU4615 The Psychology of Culture and Diversity
(Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission; some basic knowledge of
social psychology is desirable.
A comprehensive examination of how culture and diversity shape
psychological processes. The class will explore psychological and
political underpinnings of culture and diversity, emphasizing
social psychological approaches. Topics include culture and self,
cuture and social cognition, group and identity formation, science
of diversity, stereotyping, prejudice, and gender. Applications to
real-world phenomena discussed.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4615 001/88781 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Valerie
Purdie-
Vaughns

4 14/12

PSYC GU4635 The Unconscious Mind (Seminar). 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission; some basic knowledge of
social psychology is desirable.
Discussion of the unconscious mind from the perspective of social
cognition, with an emphasis on both theoretical and empirical
background, as well as current issues in measuring automatic
processing. Topics include: implicit memory systems; unconscious
attitudes, goals and behavior, emotions, and decision making; the
activation and deactivation of knowledge systems; and priming.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4635

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4635 001/10998 Th 4:10pm -
6:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Ran Hassin 4 6/12

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4635

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4635 001/61232 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Ran Hassin 4 12/12

PSYC GU4645 Culture, Motivation, and Prosocial Behavior. 4
points.
Prerequisites: Some knowledge of Research Methods, Statistics,
and Social Psychology, plus Instructor's Permission.
Reviews and integrates current research on three important topics
of social psychology: culture, motivation, and prosocial behavior.
Discussions and readings will cover theoretical principles,
methodological approaches, and the intersection of these three
topics. Students will write a personal research proposal based on
the theories presented during the seminar.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4645

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4645 001/77491 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Svetlana
Komissarouk

4 8/12

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4645

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4645 001/16037 W 6:10pm - 8:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Svetlana
Komissarouk

4 10/12

PSYC GU4670 Theories in Social and Personality Psychology
(Seminar). 3 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Comparison of major theoretical perspectives on social behavior.
The nature of theory construction and theory testing in
psychology generally. Exercises comparing the predictions of
different theories for the same study are designed to acquire
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an appreciation of how to operationalize theories and an
understanding of the various features of a good theory.

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4670

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4670 001/82779 Th 12:10pm -
2:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Tory
Higgins

3 14/12

PSYC GU4672 Moral Psychology. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Two courses in psychology, including at least one
course with a focus on social and/or developmental psychology,
and permission of the instructor.
Review of theories and current research on moral cognition and
behavior. Topics include definitions of morality, the development
of moral cognition, the role that other aspects of human
experience (e.g., emotion, intentions) play in moral judgments,
and the relationship between moral psychology and other areas
of study (e.g., religious cognition, prejudice and stereotyping, the
criminal justice system).

Fall 2016: PSYC GU4672

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4672 001/64692 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Larisa
Heiphetz

4 11/12

PSYC GU4685 Social Cognitive Neuroscience (Seminar). 3
points.
Prerequisites: for graduate students, course equivalents of at least
two of the following courses: PSYC W1001, W1010, W2630,
W3410, W3480, and W3485; and/or the instructor's permission.
An introduction to the emerging interdisciplinary field of social
cognitive neuroscience, which examines topics traditionally
of interest to social psychologists (including control and
automaticity, emotion regulation, person perception, social
cooperation) using methods traditionally employed by cognitive
neuroscientists (functional neuroimaging, neuropsychological
assessment).

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4685

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4685 001/74351 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
405 Schermerhorn
Hall

Kevin
Ochsner

3 12/12

PSYC GU4690 Social Factors and Psychopathology (Seminar).
3 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Reviews and integrates current research on the role of social
factors in psychopathology. The immediate and long-term effects
of chronic and traumatic stressors originating outside the family
(e.g., natural disasters, chronic poverty) and inside the family
(e.g., family violence, divorce, parental psychopathology) on
psychopathology.

Spring 2017: PSYC GU4690

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

PSYC 4690 001/60635 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
200b Schermerhorn
Hall

Geraldine
Downey

3 37/30
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Regional Studies
East Central European Center
http://ece.columbia.edu/

Director: Prof. Alan Timberlake, 1228 International Affairs
Building; 212-854-8488; at2205@columbia.edu

Related Departments: Anthropology, Economics, History,
Political Science, Slavic Languages and Literatures, and Sociology.

Language Requirement: Two years or demonstrated reading
knowledge of one of the following languages: Czech, Hungarian,
Polish, Romanian, Russian, Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian, or
Ukrainian.

The regional studies major is designed to give undergraduates the
general mastery of a discipline and at the same time permit them
to do specialized work in the history and cultures of a particular
geographic area through the associated institutes of the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences. It is an interdisciplinary major in which
students divide their work between the associated institute and an
appropriate academic department. Students plan their programs
with the consultant of the associated institute they have selected.

Requirements
Major in Regional Studies
The major in regional studies requires a minimum of 36 points,
of which 18 must be credited by the associated institute, i.e. East
Central European Center, and an additional 18 must be in one of
the College departments designated as relevant by the institute.
Six points of seminar work approved by the institute are required
of all majors and are included in the total of 36 points.

Language Study
Courses taken to satisfy the institute’s language requirement are
not counted toward the 18 institute points.

Courses
A current list of courses available to students interested in East
Central European studies can be obtained from the Center
(http://ece.columbia.edu), 1228 International Affairs Building.
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Religion
Departmental Office: Room 103, 80 Claremont; 212-851-4122
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/religion

Director of Undergraduate Studies: Prof. Gil Anidjar, Room
207, 80 Claremont; 212-851-4130; ga152@columbia.edu

Director of Academic Administration and Finance:
Meryl Marcus, Room 103B, 80 Claremont; 212-851-4124;
mm3039@columbia.edu

The Religion Department's curriculum is designed to engage
students in critical, comparative, and interdisciplinary exploration
of religious life. The faculty's research and teaching build upon
the shared understandings that religion continues to be a central
and influential component of human life, society, and politics
—and that, furthermore, religious transmission and authority
are constantly being shaped in dynamic interactions with other
religious traditions, societies, and cultures. Courses and seminars
in religion teach students how to analyze and investigate religious
texts, histories, beliefs, bodies, and communities using a variety of
disciplinary and methodological approaches.

Students are also encouraged to conduct their studies by exploring
one or more zone of inquiry. These are focus areas that integrated
in the departmental curriculum and complement the tradition-
based approaches. They provide broad and alternative frames
that aim to identify problems, chart trajectories cutting across
different field specialties, and set parameters for theoretical
and methodological questions. The zones are: Time (History,
Modernity), Transmission (Tradition, Memory, Institutions),
Space (Place, Geography, Virtual Space), Body (Materiality,
Mind, Bio-ethics), and Media (Transportation, Information,
Communication).

Majors and concentrators in religion gain both a foundation in
the study of religious traditions in historical contexts and zones of
inquiry, all grounded in theoretical and methodological debates
that shape academic and public discussions about religion. Lecture
courses, seminars, and colloquia are designed to balance students’
growing understanding of particular religious topics, dynamics,
and traditions with intensive engagement with critical theoretical,
political, and philosophical debates. Students are encouraged
to pursue a course of study in which they develop breadth and
depth, as well as the tools and expertise to pose (and even answer)
necessary questions about religious phenomena of the past or
present.

As the study of religion is truly interdisciplinary, students find
their work in the department enhanced by their coursework
in the College's Core curriculum and in related departments.
Many religion courses are listed in the College's Global Core
requirement, and numerous religious works are central texts in
Literature Humanities and Contemporary Civilization. Majors
and concentrators are required to take courses outside of religion
in related fields to expand their vision of approaches to religion.

In addition, the University's wide offerings in the languages of
various religious traditions (including Arabic, Chinese, Greek,
Hebrew, Japanese, Persian, Latin, Sanskrit, and Tibetan) augment
many students' abilities to conduct research in religion. Students
likewise are actively encouraged to explore the world-renowned
archival resources within Columbia's libraries (including the
Rare Book and Manuscript Room, the Burke Library at Union
Theological Seminary, the C.V. Starr East Asian Library), and to
explore and investigate the equally wide range of living religious
communities represented in New York's global neighborhoods.

Prospective majors should first arrange to meet with the Director
of Undergraduate Studies. All students are then allocated a faculty
adviser, and must submit a copy of the Declaration of Major form
to the director of undergraduate studies. After agreeing upon a
plan for the major or concentration, students must obtain final
approval and confirmation from the Director of Undergraduate
Studies.

Guidelines for all Religion
Majors and Concentrators
Major in Religion

All majors are encouraged to pursue both depth and breadth by
constructing a program of study in consultation with the Director
of Undergraduate Studies. The program should include courses in
a variety of religious traditions. Students who write a senior thesis
may include a term of individually supervised research as one of
the courses for their major.

Courses

For the major the following 9 courses are required:

• 1 gateway course (1000 level)
• 2 introductory courses (2000 level).
• 2 intermediate courses (3000 level).
• 1 additional course at any level.

RELI UN3199 / V3799 Theory (formerly Juniors Colloquium)

Concentration in Religion

To be planned in consultation with the Director of
Undergraduate Studies and with a member of the faculty in an
area in which the student has a particular interest. The program
should include some study in a breadth of religious traditions.

Courses

For the concentration the following 7 courses are required:

• 1 gateway course (1000 level)
• 2 introductory courses (2000 level).
• 2 intermediate courses (3000 level).
• 1 seminar (4000 level).
• RELI UN3199 / V3799 Theory
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Departmental Honors
Students who write a senior thesis and maintain a GPA of 3.66 or
above in the major may be considered for departmental honors.
Writing a senior thesis qualifies a student for consideration for
departmental honors but does not assure it. Normally no more
than 10% of graduating majors receive departmental honors in a
given academic year.

Course Numbering
Courses are numbered by level and type:
    2000-level: Introductory and “traditions” lectures
    3000-level: Intermediate lecture
    4000-level: Undergraduate seminar

and Zone:
    x100-199: Theory (RELI UN3199/V3799)
    x200-299: Time (zone)
    x300-399: Transmission (zone)
    x400-499: Space (zone)
    x500-599: Body (zone)
    x600-699: Media (zone)

Faculty
Professors

• Gil Anidjar
• Peter Awn
• Courtney Bender (Chair)
• Beth Berkowitz (Barnard)
• Elizabeth Castelli (Barnard)
• Katherine Pratt Ewing
• Bernard Faure
• John Hawley (Barnard)
• Rachel McDermott (Barnard)
• Wayne Proudfoot
• Robert Somerville
• Mark Taylor
• Robert Thurman

Associate Professors
• Michael Como
• David (Max) Moerman (Barnard)
• Josef Sorett

Assistant Professors
• Clémence Boulouque
• Najam Haider (Barnard)
• Katharina Ivanyi
• Gale Kenny (Barnard)
• Zhaohua Yang

Visiting Scholar
• Obery Hendricks

Adjunct Faculty
• David Kittay
• Thomas Yarnall

Postdoctoral Fellows
• Marion Dapsance
• Isabelle Levy (IIJS)
• Robban Toleno (EALAC)

On Leave
• Prof. Anidjar (Spring 2017)
• Prof. Faure (Spring 2017)
• Prof. Hawley (2016-17)
• Prof. Moerman (2016-17)
• Prof. Wayne Proudfoot (2016-17)
• Prof. Somerville (Fall 2016)
• Prof. Sorett (2016-17)
• Prof. Taylor (Spring 2017)
• Prof. Thurman (Spring 2017)

Requirements
Guidelines for all Religion
Majors and Concentrators
Senior Thesis
Many students choose to write a senior honors thesis in order
to pursue an advanced topic in greater depth, or to work
on a particular area of interest with one of their professors.
This opportunity is available to all students who major in the
department, regardless of GPA, and serves for many as their
undergraduate capstone experience.

Students who write a senior thesis may apply for up to 3 points
of directed reading with their thesis adviser. The deadline for
application for the honors thesis in religion is the last day of exams
in the student's junior spring term, and must be submitted for
approval to the director of undergraduate studies. The application
must include both a prospectus for the paper and a letter of
support by the faculty member who has agreed to direct the thesis.
The prospectus (5-7 pages) should detail a research program and
the central question(s) to be pursued in the paper, preparation for
the thesis, and a timeline. The primary adviser of the thesis must
be a member of the Religion Department faculty.

Many students find that identifying a thesis project earlier in the
junior year, in conjunction with the Juniors colloquium, presents
an opportunity to develop a proposal in advance of deadlines for
summer research funding from various sources, including the
undergraduate schools and the Institute for Religion Culture and
Public Life.
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Grading
Courses in which a grade of D has been received do not count
toward the major or concentration requirements.

Major in Religion
All majors are encouraged to pursue both depth and breadth by
constructing a program of study in consultation with the Director
of Undergraduate Studies and with a member of the faculty in an
area in which they have particular interest. The program should
include courses in a variety of religious traditions. Students who
write a senior thesis may include a term of individually supervised
research as one of the courses for their major.

A minimum of 36 points is required as follows:

Introductory Courses
Select two introductory courses to religious traditions (2000-
level).
Intermediate Courses
Select four intermediate religion courses (3000-level).
Seminars
Select two seminars (4000-level).
Related Courses
Select two related courses in other departments (must be
approved by the director of undergraduate studies).
Theory Course
RELI UN3199 Theory

Concentration in Religion
To be planned in consultation with the Director of
Undergraduate Studies and with a member of the faculty in an
area in which the student has a particular interest. The program
should include some study in a breadth of religious traditions.

A minimum of 23 points is required as follows:

Introductory Courses
Select two introductory courses to religious traditions (2000-
level; one may be a Barnard 2000-level course).
Intermediate Courses
Select two intermediate religion courses (3000-level).
Seminars
Select two advanced seminars (4000-level).
Related Courses
Select one related course in another department (must be
approved by the director of undergraduate studies).
Theory Course
RELI UN3199 Theory

Courses
Spring 2017
RELI UN1610 Religion and Popular Culture. 3 points.
When we hear "pop culture," we often think of it in comparison
to a "high culture."  In reality, popular culture is something that
everyone has easy access to, and represents a common language
of the people.  religion permeates American popular culture in
surprising ways, and is part of national vocabulary.  In addition,
religious communities turn to popular culture as a way to preserve
their own identities and uniqueness in the face of homogenization
and assimilation.....

Spring 2017: RELI UN1610

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 1610 001/01337 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
405 Milbank Hall

Hussein
Rashid

3 50/75

RELI UN2304 Christianity. 3 points.
Survey of Christianity from its beginnings through the
Reformation. Based on lectures and discussions of readings in
primary source translations, this course will cover prominent
developments in the history of Christianity. The structure will
allow students to rethink commonly held notions about the
evolution of modern Christianity with the texture of historical
influence.

Spring 2017: RELI UN2304

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2304 001/13013 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
403 International
Affairs Bldg

Robert
Somerville

3 30/60

RELI UN2307 Chinese Religious Traditions. 3 points.
Historical survey highlighting major developments in Chinese
religion: includes selections from the "Warring States" classics,
developments in popular Daoism, and an overview of the golden
age of Chinese Buddhism. Touches on "Neo-Confucianism,"
popular literature of the late imperial period, and the impact of
Western ideas.

Spring 2017: RELI UN2307

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2307 001/16106 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
702 Hamilton Hall

Robban
Toleno

3 57/60

RELI UN3199 Theory. 3 points.
An exploration of alternative theoretical approaches to the study
of religion as well as other areas of humanistic inquiry.  The
methods considered include: sociology, anthropology, philosophy,
hermeneutics, psychoanalysis, structuralism, genealogy, and
deconstruction.  (Previous title: Juniors Colloquium)

Fall 2016: RELI UN3199
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3199 001/70888 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Mark
Taylor

3 9/25

Spring 2017: RELI UN3199

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3199 001/03887 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
227 Milbank Hall

Elizabeth
Castelli

3 16/20

RELI V3203 Religion in America II. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Cultures in Comparison (CUL).

Survey of American religion from the Civil War to the present,
with an emphasis on the ways religion has shaped American
history, culture, and identity.

RELI V3301 Hebrew Bible. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason
and Value (REA)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Ethics and Values.

Introduction to the literature of ancient Israel against the
background of the ancient Near East.

RELI UN3303 Judaism and Translation in the Medieval and
Early Modern Mediterranean. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

The course explores both the practice of translation (the rendering
of texts from one language to another) and the idea of translation
(as a medium of cultural transmission) in the medieval and early
modern Mediterranean.

Spring 2017: RELI UN3303

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3303 001/77283 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
628 Kent Hall

Isabelle
Levy

3 23/25

RELI UN3311 Islam in the Post-Colonial World. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC II).

This course focuses on the multiple manifestations of the Islamic
vision in the modern world. It begins with a survey of core
Muslim beliefs before shifting to an examination of the impact of
colonization and secular modernity on contemporary formulations
of Islam.

Spring 2017: RELI UN3311

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3311 001/02984 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
202 Milbank Hall

Hussein
Rashid

3 29/40

RELI UN3511 Tantra in South Asia, East Asia & the West. 3
points.
An introduction to the history, literature, and ideology of Tantra
and Tantric texts, deities, rituals, and traditions, proceeding
chronologically from the early centuries C.E. to current forms of
Tantric practice, and primarily covering India, China, and Japan.
  Attention will also be given to contemporary iterations of Tantra
in the West.  Questions of definition, transmission, patronage,
gender, and appropriation link the various sections of the course.
  Readings include primary texts, secondary sources, local case
studies, and art historical material.

RELI UN3575 Evangelicalism: Sex, Media, and Religion in
America. 3 points.
Crossing denominations and encompassing a range of theological
commitments, evangelical Christianity can be described as a
theological disposition, a mode of hermeneutical practice, a
theological-aesthetic sensibility, a mass spiritual movement, a
practice of cultivating sacred affect, an errand to the world, and a
genre of revivalism. This multidisciplinary seminar will emphasize
the role of popular media in constituting an evangelical public,
the gendered nature of evangelical subjectivity, the role of sex
and sexuality in evangelical self-definition, and the ways that
evangelical theological categories have shaped what we think of as
"the secular" in the United States.

Spring 2017: RELI UN3575

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3575 001/78096 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
101 80 Claremont

Elizabeth
Dolfi

3 13/15

RELI GU4212 Modern Buddhism. 4 points.
What most Americans and Europeans call ‘Buddhism’ today
is in fact a hybrid tradition dating back to the 19th century. It
owes as much to European philosophy and esoteric thought
as to Asian traditions themselves and appeared in the context
of decolonization. This course will survey the history of this
recent tradition, identifying cultural and political trends that
contributed to its creation in various geographical areas. Readings
include several primary texts by important proponents of Modern
Buddhism. The texts should also be read in comparison with
the appropriate scholarly works on the Asian traditions they
supposedly draw on. One course on Buddhism or East Asian
Religions is recommended, but not required, as background.

RELI GU4305 Secular and Spiritual America. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Majors and concentrators receive first priority.
Are Americans becoming more secular or more spiritual (not
religious), or both? What are the connections between secularism
and what is typically called non-organized religion or the spiritual
in the United States? We will address these questions by looking
at some of the historical trajectories that shape contemporary
debates and designations (differences) between spiritual, secular
and religious.

Spring 2017: RELI GU4305
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4305 001/68575 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Courtney
Bender

4 9/20

RELI GU4308 Jewish Philosophy and Kabbalah. 4 points.
The purpose of this seminar is to study the interactions between
two major intellectual trends in Jewish History, the philosophical
and the mystical ones. From the medieval period to the twenty-
first century, we will discuss their interactions, polemics and
influences. We will compare Philosophy and Kabbalah in light of
their understanding of divine representation and in light of their
respective Theology and conception of God.

Spring 2017: RELI GU4308

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4308 001/21783 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Clemence
Boulouque

4 10/25

RELI GU4315 Sufis and the Qur'an. 4 points.
This course is a seminar for advanced undergraduates and
graduate students who wish to gain an understanding of
the complexity and richness of the Sufi exegetical tradition.
 the Qur'an has been the main source of of inspiration and
contemplation for Sufis for centuries....

Spring 2017: RELI GU4315

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4315 001/26281 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
101 80 Claremont

Katharina
Ivanyi

4 9/20

RELI GU4365 Revolutionary Women and Political Islam. 4
points.
Muslim female reformers and revolutionaries were at the forefront
of many of the 20th and early 21st centuries’ historic socio-
political and religious movements across the Global South.
Members of diverse classes, families, and ethnic communities,
many worked within the tenets of Islam in multiple ways to
construct religious identity and work towards achieving and
demanding civil and political rights. Yet the myriad theoretical
and popular discourses underpinning emergent and longstanding
women’s movements within revolutionary contexts are frequently
overlooked. Moreover, representations of Muslim women too
often rely on essentialist, ahistorical, static, victim-centered,
and Orientalist descriptions and analyses. As a result, shades of
difference in interpretation, ideology, practice, and culture are
minimized. This course situates Muslim women as complex,
multidimensional actors engaged in knowledge production
and political and feminist struggles. We will read key texts
and analyses from scholars and activists writing on religion,
gender, sexuality, family planning, and women’s status in the
contemporary Global South. The following questions will
emerge in our discussions:“When is a hejab just a hejab?,” “Do
Muslim Women Really Need Saving?,” and “What is an ‘Islamic
Feminist’ and Should We Care?” Readings include memoirs,
editorials, ethnographies,and political treatises, as well as historical

scholarship from North Africa, the Gulf, the Levant,and Southeast
Asia.

Spring 2017: RELI GU4365

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4365 001/73698 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
101 80 Claremont

Kristin
Batmanghelichi

4 8/18

RELI GU4514 Defining Marriage. 4 points.
This seminar examines the changing purpose and meaning of
marriage in the history of the United States from European
colonization through contemporary debates over gay marriage.
Topics include religious views of marriage, interracial marriage,
and the political uses of the institution.

Spring 2017: RELI GU4514

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4514 001/05390 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
502 Diana Center

Gale Kenny 4 15/24

RELI GU4615 Media and Religion. 4 points.
Typewriters, trains, electricity, telephones, telegraph, stock
tickers, plate glass, shop windows, radio, television, computers,
Internet, World Wide Web, cell phones, tablets, search engines,
big data, social networks, GPS, virtual reality, Google glass. 
The technologies turn back on their creators to transform them
into their own image.  This course will consider the relationship
between mechanical, electronic, and digital technologies and
different forms of twentieth-century capitalism.  The regimes
of industrial, consumer, and financial shape the conditions of
cultural production and reproduction in different ways.  The
exploration of different theoretical perspectives will provide
alternative interpretations of the interplay of media, technology,
and religion that make it possible to chart the trajectory from
modernity to postmodernity and beyond.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4615 001/66497 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Mark
Taylor

4 17/25

RELI W4525 Religion, Gender, and Violence. 4 points.
Investigates relations among religion, gender, and violence in
the world today. Focuses on specific traditions with emphasis
on historical change, variation, and differences in geopolitical
location within each tradition, as well as among them at given
historical moments.

RELI GU4535 Buddhist Contemplative Sciences. 4 points.
This course will explore key Buddhist contemplative sciences,
including: stabilizing meditation; analytic insight meditation; the
four immeasurables; form and formless trances; mind training;
and the subtle body-mind states activated and transformed
through advanced Tantric yoga techniques. These will be explored
both within their traditional interdisciplinary frameworks, as well
as in dialog with related contemporary arts and sciences.
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Spring 2017: RELI GU4535

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4535 001/82396 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Thomas
Yarnall

4 20/25

RELI GU4616 Technology, Religion, Future. 4 points.
This seminar will examine the history of the impact of technology
and media on religion and vice versa before bringing into focus
the main event: religion today and in the future. We'll read the
classics as well as review current writing, video and other media,
bringing thinkers such as Eliade, McLuhan, Mumford and Weber
into dialogue with the current writing of Kurzweil, Lanier and
Taylor, and look at, among other things: ethics in a Virtual
World; the relationship between Burning Man, a potential new
religion, and technology; the relevance of God and The Rapture
in Kurzweil's Singularity; and what will become of karma when
carbon-based persons merge with silicon-based entities and other
advanced technologies.

RELI GU4637 Talmudic Narrative. 4 points.
  This course examines the rich world of Talmudic narrative and
the way it mediates between conflicting perspectives on a range of
topics: life and death; love and sexuality; beauty and superficiality;
politics and legal theory; religion and society; community and
non-conformity; decision-making and the nature of certainty.
  While we examine each text closely, we will consider different
scholars’ answers – and our own answers – to the questions, how
are we to view Talmudic narrative generally, both as literature and
as cultural artifact?

Spring 2017: RELI GU4637

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4637 001/08735 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
406 Barnard Hall

Beth
Berkowitz

4 14/20

Fall 2016
RELI UN1615 Vampires. 3 points.
Do you believe in vampires? Like ghosts and zombies, vampires
circulate in a secularized world and few are those who would speak
of a “vampire religion.” This course will attempt to do that. It will
ask about the ubiquitous figure of the vampire, insofar as it evokes
the ancient and the archaic, the modern and the postmodern.
With Bram Stoker’s Dracula as our guide, and with the help of
film, we will explore the religious significance of vampires and
what they mean for the salvation — or perdition — of the soul.
We will wonder about vampires and sexuality, vampires and
media, vampires and (geo-)politics, and even vampires and the
economy.

Fall 2016: RELI UN1615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 1615 001/82033 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm

Gil Anidjar 3 79/150

203 Mathematics
Building

RELI UN1620 Religion and the Movies. 3 points.
This class is an introduction to both film and religious studies
and aims to explore their interaction. Ranging from auteurs to
blockbusters, the course will analyze movies that make use of the
sacred and of religious themes, figures or metaphors. The course
will probe the definitions and boundaries of religion -as theology,
myth, ideology- and will show students how religion remains a
critical presence in the arts, even in a secular guise. We will look
at the ways in which popular culture can serve religious functions
in contemporary society and examine how faith is represented in
popular culture.

Fall 2016: RELI UN1620

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 1620 001/92847 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
644 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Clemence
Boulouque

3 26/60

RELI UN2205 Buddhism: Indo-Tibetan. 4 points.
Recitation Section Required

Historical introduction to Buddhist thought, scriptures, practices,
and institutions. Attention given to Theravada, Mahayana, and
Tantric Buddhism in India, as well as selected non-Indian forms.

Fall 2016: RELI UN2205

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2205 001/85529 T Th 4:10pm -
5:25pm
313 Fayerweather

Robert
Thurman

4 24/120

RELI UN2305 Islam. 4 points.
An introduction to the Islamic religion in its premodern and
modern manifestations.  The first half of the course concentrates
on “classical” Islam, beginning with the life of the Prophet, and
extending to ritual, jurisprudence, theology, and mysticism. 
The second half examines how Muslims have articulated Islam
in light of colonization and the rise of a secular modernity.  The
course ends with a discussion of American and European Muslim
attempts at carving out distinct spheres of identity in the larger
global Muslim community.

Fall 2016: RELI UN2305

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2305 001/04539 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
323 Milbank Hall

Najam
Haider

4 37/60

RELI UN2308 Buddhism: East Asian. 3 points.
Lecture and discussion. An introductory survey that studies
East Asian Buddhism as an integral , living religious tradition.
Emphasis on the reading of original treatises and historiographies
in translation, while historical events are discussed in terms
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of their relevance to contemporary problems confronted by
Buddhism.

Fall 2016: RELI UN2308

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2308 001/22003 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
501 Northwest
Corner

Michael
Como

3 159/160

RELI UN3199 Theory. 3 points.
An exploration of alternative theoretical approaches to the study
of religion as well as other areas of humanistic inquiry.  The
methods considered include: sociology, anthropology, philosophy,
hermeneutics, psychoanalysis, structuralism, genealogy, and
deconstruction.  (Previous title: Juniors Colloquium)

Fall 2016: RELI UN3199

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3199 001/70888 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Mark
Taylor

3 9/25

Spring 2017: RELI UN3199

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3199 001/03887 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
227 Milbank Hall

Elizabeth
Castelli

3 16/20

RELI UN3202 Religion in America I. 3 points.
Survey of American religion from the Civil War to the present,
with the emphasis on the ways religion has shaped American
history, culture, identity.

Fall 2016: RELI UN3202

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3202 001/06273 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
903 Altschul Hall

Gale Kenny 3 22

RELI UN3260 Sociology of Religion. 3 points.
Prerequisites: prior coursework in religion or sociology is highly
encouraged.
This course introduces classical and contemporary theoretical
and empirical approaches to the sociological study of religion,
including secularization and secularity, religious identity
formation, and sociological approaches to religious practice and
meaning. Special focus will be on contemporary American topics,
including religion and transnationalism, the role of religious actors
and discourses in American politics, law and economics, and
everyday religious practice.

Fall 2016: RELI UN3260

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3260 001/18950 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
201 80 Claremont

Courtney
Bender

3 16/30

RELI UN3340 Early Christianity. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Ethics and Values.

Examines the competing currents within early Christianity, with
emphasis placed on the literary and social expressions of Christian
belief and identity. Topics to be covered include persecution
and martyrdom, debates over authority and religious experience,
orthodoxy and heresy, and asceticism and monasticism, among
others.

Fall 2016: RELI UN3340

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3340 001/02033 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
327 Milbank Hall

Elizabeth
Castelli

3 20

RELI UN3357 I and We in the Christian East: The Making of
Identity. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

This course will provide a survey of Christian history in the
eastern Mediterranean and Near East from roughly the fourth to
the eleventh centuries with particular attention to religion and
identity. How would the various Christians in this era answer
the questions: “Who am I?” “Who are we?” How did their
understanding of the divine influence their understanding of
themselves and how was this identity enacted through writing
and ritual? Though our focus will be on this period, we will also
consider the framing of the history of “Eastern” Christianity into
the modern period. No prerequisites.

Fall 2016: RELI UN3357

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3357 001/23496 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
C01 80 Claremont

Zachary
Ugolnik

3 12/15

RELI UN3407 Muslims in Diaspora. 4 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

Consideration of controversies surrounding mosque-building,
headscarves, honor killing, and other publicized issues that expose
tensions surrounding citizenship and belonging for Muslims in
North America and Europe. Exploration of film and other media
representations of Muslims in the West. There will be additional
meeting times for film screenings

Fall 2016: RELI UN3407

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3407 001/92068 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
207 Mathematics
Building

Hussein
Rashid

4 52/70

RELI UN3425 Judaism and Courtly Literature in Medieval
and Early Modern Iberia and Italy. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement
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The course explores secular Jewish literature composed in the
medieval and Early Modern Mediterranean in the context of its
Arabic and Romance-language counterparts. After examining
the literary, linguistic and philosophical backdrop of Jews in the
Islamic Empire, we will focus on poetry and prose of al-Andalus,
Christian Spain and Italy. We will look at examples of how Jews
depicted themselves and how Christian and converso thinkers
portrayed Jews. In addition, we will consider two crossover
writers, one Jew in Spain and one in Italy, whose compositions in
Castilian and Italian were accepted and integrated into Christian
society. Historical materials will accompany textual examples,
which span the eleventh through sixteenth centuries.  

Fall 2016: RELI UN3425

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3425 001/80798 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
628 Kent Hall

Isabelle
Levy

3 23/25

RELI UN3901 Guided Reading and Research. 1-4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Fall 2016: RELI UN3901

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3901 001/75010   Katharina
Ivanyi

1-4 0

RELI 3901 002/29428   Peter Awn 1-4 2
RELI 3901 003/14374   Euan

Cameron
1-4 0

RELI 3901 004/18231   Michael
Como

1-4 1

RELI 3901 005/66646   Gary
Dorrien

1-4 0

RELI 3901 006/24362   Gil Anidjar 1-4 1
RELI 3901 007/24978   Robert

Somerville
1-4 0

RELI 3901 008/25842   John
McGuckin

1-4 0

RELI 3901 009/28533   Mark
Taylor

1-4 0

RELI 3901 010/22216   Josef Sorett 1-4 0
RELI 3901 011/69303   Courtney

Bender
1-4 0

RELI 3901 012/28993   Clemence
Boulouque

1-4 1

RELI 3901 013/70933   Katherine
Pratt Ewing

1-4 0

RELI 3901 014/12697   Bernard
Faure

1-4 0

RELI 3901 015/17816   Robert
Thurman

1-4 0

RELI 3901 016/17494   Thomas
Yarnall

1-4 0

RELI 3901 017/64422   Zhaohua
Yang

1-4 0

RELI 3901 018/06011   Elizabeth
Castelli

1-4 0

RELI 3901 019/02673   Gale Kenny 1-4 0
RELI 3901 020/03612   Rachel

McDermott
1-4 0

RELI 3901 021/03779   Najam
Haider

1-4 0

RELI 3901 022/05677   Beth
Berkowitz

1-4 0

RELI GU4105 Religion Lab. 4 points.
Discussion Section Required

In their research, scholars of religion employ a variety of methods
to analyze "texts" ranging from historical documents to objects
of visual culture. This course acquaints students with both
the methods and the materials utilized in the field of religious
studies. Through guided exercises, they acquire research skills for
utilizing sources and become familiarized with dominant modes
of scholarly discourse. The class is organized around a series of
research "scavenger hunts" that are due at the start of each week's
class and assigned during the discussion section (to be scheduled
on the first day of class). Additional class meeting on Thursdays.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4105

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4105 001/03701 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
214 Milbank Hall

Gale Kenny 4 6/14

RELI GU4307 Interactions of Buddhism and Daoism in
China. 4 points.
Prerequisites: one course on Buddhism or Chinese religious
traditions is recommended, but not required, as background.
In this course we will read English scholarship that probes the
complex relationships between Buddhism and Daoism in the
past two millennia. Students are required not only to be aware
of the complementarity and tensions between them, but to be
alert to the nature of claims to religious distinction or mixing and
the ways those claims were put forward under specific religio-
historical circumstances. The course is designed for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students in East Asian religion,
literature, history, art history and anthropology.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4307

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4307 001/73478 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Zhaohua
Yang

4 8/25

RELI GU4318 Interpreting Buddhist Yoga: Hermeneutics East
West Quantum. 4 points.
A seminar exploring the meanings of Buddhist Tantra and
being, time, space, gender, technology, and mysticism through
traditional religious, modern, post-modern, digital, quantum, and
Buddhist "hermeneutics," the science and art of interpretation.
We will read ancient and modern classics on hermeneutics, by
Schleiermacher, Gadamer, Heidegger, Barthes, and Ricouer;
Indian and Tibetan works on their systems of interpretation, at
least as sophisticated as anything from Europe; and contemporary
works on how digital technology brings us into a world of new
meaning for everything, including Buddhist yoga.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4318

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment
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RELI 4318 001/16745 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

David
Kittay

4 13/30

RELI GU4325 Sufism. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Permission of instructor.
This is a seminar for advanced undergraduate and graduate
students who wish to gain an understanding of the richness
of Sufism (Islamic mysticism). We will examine the historical
origins, development and institutionalization of Sufism, including
long-standing debates over its place within the wider Islamic
tradition. By way of a close reading of a wide range of primary and
secondary sources, we will examine Sufi attitudes toward the body,
Sufi understandings of lineage, power and religious authority, as
well as the continued importance of Sufism in the modern world

Fall 2016: RELI GU4325

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4325 001/12354 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Katharina
Ivanyi

4 9/20

RELI GU4355 The African American Prophetic Political
Tradition from David Walker to Barack Obama. 4 points.
Through a wide range of readings and classroom discussions, this
course will introduce students to the crucial role that the unique
African-American appropriation of the Judeo-Christian prophetic
biblical tradition has played -- and continues to play -- in the lives
of black people in America.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4355

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4355 001/20695 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
101 80 Claremont

Obery
Hendricks

4 8/15

RELI GU4509 Crime and Punishment in Jewish Culture. 4
points.
Explores ethical, cultural, and political dimensions of Jewish
criminal punishment from the Bible through modernity, with
focus on death penalty and running reference to Foucault's
Discipline and Punish. Topics include: interaction between law
and narrative; Jewish power to punish; Sanhedrin trial of Jesus;
ritualization of execution; prison; torture; martyrdom.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4509

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4509 001/07147 Th 10:10am -
12:00pm
105 Elliot Hall

Beth
Berkowitz

4 17

RELI GU4513 Buddhism and Neuroscience. 4 points.
With the Dalai Lama's marked interest in recent advances in
neuroscience, the question of the compatibility between Buddhist
psychology and neuroscience has been raised in a number of
conferences and studies. This course will examine the state of the
question, look at claims made on both sides, and discuss whether
or not there is a convergence between Buddhist discourse about
the mind and scientific discourse about the brain.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4513

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4513 001/92192 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Bernard
Faure

4 19/30

RELI GU4615 Media and Religion. 4 points.
Typewriters, trains, electricity, telephones, telegraph, stock
tickers, plate glass, shop windows, radio, television, computers,
Internet, World Wide Web, cell phones, tablets, search engines,
big data, social networks, GPS, virtual reality, Google glass. 
The technologies turn back on their creators to transform them
into their own image.  This course will consider the relationship
between mechanical, electronic, and digital technologies and
different forms of twentieth-century capitalism.  The regimes
of industrial, consumer, and financial shape the conditions of
cultural production and reproduction in different ways.  The
exploration of different theoretical perspectives will provide
alternative interpretations of the interplay of media, technology,
and religion that make it possible to chart the trajectory from
modernity to postmodernity and beyond.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4615 001/66497 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Mark
Taylor

4 17/25

All Courses (including those
not offered in academic year
2016-2017)
RELI UN1615 Vampires. 3 points.
Do you believe in vampires? Like ghosts and zombies, vampires
circulate in a secularized world and few are those who would speak
of a “vampire religion.” This course will attempt to do that. It will
ask about the ubiquitous figure of the vampire, insofar as it evokes
the ancient and the archaic, the modern and the postmodern.
With Bram Stoker’s Dracula as our guide, and with the help of
film, we will explore the religious significance of vampires and
what they mean for the salvation — or perdition — of the soul.
We will wonder about vampires and sexuality, vampires and
media, vampires and (geo-)politics, and even vampires and the
economy.

Fall 2016: RELI UN1615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 1615 001/82033 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
203 Mathematics
Building

Gil Anidjar 3 79/150

RELI UN1620 Religion and the Movies. 3 points.
This class is an introduction to both film and religious studies
and aims to explore their interaction. Ranging from auteurs to
blockbusters, the course will analyze movies that make use of the
sacred and of religious themes, figures or metaphors. The course
will probe the definitions and boundaries of religion -as theology,
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myth, ideology- and will show students how religion remains a
critical presence in the arts, even in a secular guise. We will look
at the ways in which popular culture can serve religious functions
in contemporary society and examine how faith is represented in
popular culture.

Fall 2016: RELI UN1620

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 1620 001/92847 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
644 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Clemence
Boulouque

3 26/60

RELI UN2205 Buddhism: Indo-Tibetan. 4 points.
Recitation Section Required

Historical introduction to Buddhist thought, scriptures, practices,
and institutions. Attention given to Theravada, Mahayana, and
Tantric Buddhism in India, as well as selected non-Indian forms.

Fall 2016: RELI UN2205

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2205 001/85529 T Th 4:10pm -
5:25pm
313 Fayerweather

Robert
Thurman

4 24/120

RELI UN2305 Islam. 4 points.
An introduction to the Islamic religion in its premodern and
modern manifestations.  The first half of the course concentrates
on “classical” Islam, beginning with the life of the Prophet, and
extending to ritual, jurisprudence, theology, and mysticism. 
The second half examines how Muslims have articulated Islam
in light of colonization and the rise of a secular modernity.  The
course ends with a discussion of American and European Muslim
attempts at carving out distinct spheres of identity in the larger
global Muslim community.

Fall 2016: RELI UN2305

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2305 001/04539 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
323 Milbank Hall

Najam
Haider

4 37/60

RELI UN2308 Buddhism: East Asian. 3 points.
Lecture and discussion. An introductory survey that studies
East Asian Buddhism as an integral , living religious tradition.
Emphasis on the reading of original treatises and historiographies
in translation, while historical events are discussed in terms
of their relevance to contemporary problems confronted by
Buddhism.

Fall 2016: RELI UN2308

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 2308 001/22003 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
501 Northwest
Corner

Michael
Como

3 159/160

RELI UN3199 Theory. 3 points.
An exploration of alternative theoretical approaches to the study
of religion as well as other areas of humanistic inquiry.  The
methods considered include: sociology, anthropology, philosophy,
hermeneutics, psychoanalysis, structuralism, genealogy, and
deconstruction.  (Previous title: Juniors Colloquium)

Fall 2016: RELI UN3199

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3199 001/70888 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Mark
Taylor

3 9/25

Spring 2017: RELI UN3199

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3199 001/03887 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
227 Milbank Hall

Elizabeth
Castelli

3 16/20

RELI UN3202 Religion in America I. 3 points.
Survey of American religion from the Civil War to the present,
with the emphasis on the ways religion has shaped American
history, culture, identity.

Fall 2016: RELI UN3202

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3202 001/06273 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
903 Altschul Hall

Gale Kenny 3 22

RELI UN3260 Sociology of Religion. 3 points.
Prerequisites: prior coursework in religion or sociology is highly
encouraged.
This course introduces classical and contemporary theoretical
and empirical approaches to the sociological study of religion,
including secularization and secularity, religious identity
formation, and sociological approaches to religious practice and
meaning. Special focus will be on contemporary American topics,
including religion and transnationalism, the role of religious actors
and discourses in American politics, law and economics, and
everyday religious practice.

Fall 2016: RELI UN3260

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3260 001/18950 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
201 80 Claremont

Courtney
Bender

3 16/30

RELI UN3340 Early Christianity. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Ethics and Values.

Examines the competing currents within early Christianity, with
emphasis placed on the literary and social expressions of Christian
belief and identity. Topics to be covered include persecution
and martyrdom, debates over authority and religious experience,
orthodoxy and heresy, and asceticism and monasticism, among
others.
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Fall 2016: RELI UN3340

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3340 001/02033 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
327 Milbank Hall

Elizabeth
Castelli

3 20

RELI UN3357 I and We in the Christian East: The Making of
Identity. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

This course will provide a survey of Christian history in the
eastern Mediterranean and Near East from roughly the fourth to
the eleventh centuries with particular attention to religion and
identity. How would the various Christians in this era answer
the questions: “Who am I?” “Who are we?” How did their
understanding of the divine influence their understanding of
themselves and how was this identity enacted through writing
and ritual? Though our focus will be on this period, we will also
consider the framing of the history of “Eastern” Christianity into
the modern period. No prerequisites.

Fall 2016: RELI UN3357

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3357 001/23496 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
C01 80 Claremont

Zachary
Ugolnik

3 12/15

RELI UN3407 Muslims in Diaspora. 4 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

Consideration of controversies surrounding mosque-building,
headscarves, honor killing, and other publicized issues that expose
tensions surrounding citizenship and belonging for Muslims in
North America and Europe. Exploration of film and other media
representations of Muslims in the West. There will be additional
meeting times for film screenings

Fall 2016: RELI UN3407

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3407 001/92068 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
207 Mathematics
Building

Hussein
Rashid

4 52/70

RELI UN3425 Judaism and Courtly Literature in Medieval
and Early Modern Iberia and Italy. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

The course explores secular Jewish literature composed in the
medieval and Early Modern Mediterranean in the context of its
Arabic and Romance-language counterparts. After examining
the literary, linguistic and philosophical backdrop of Jews in the
Islamic Empire, we will focus on poetry and prose of al-Andalus,
Christian Spain and Italy. We will look at examples of how Jews
depicted themselves and how Christian and converso thinkers
portrayed Jews. In addition, we will consider two crossover
writers, one Jew in Spain and one in Italy, whose compositions in
Castilian and Italian were accepted and integrated into Christian

society. Historical materials will accompany textual examples,
which span the eleventh through sixteenth centuries.  

Fall 2016: RELI UN3425

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3425 001/80798 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
628 Kent Hall

Isabelle
Levy

3 23/25

RELI UN3901 Guided Reading and Research. 1-4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Fall 2016: RELI UN3901

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 3901 001/75010   Katharina
Ivanyi

1-4 0

RELI 3901 002/29428   Peter Awn 1-4 2
RELI 3901 003/14374   Euan

Cameron
1-4 0

RELI 3901 004/18231   Michael
Como

1-4 1

RELI 3901 005/66646   Gary
Dorrien

1-4 0

RELI 3901 006/24362   Gil Anidjar 1-4 1
RELI 3901 007/24978   Robert

Somerville
1-4 0

RELI 3901 008/25842   John
McGuckin

1-4 0

RELI 3901 009/28533   Mark
Taylor

1-4 0

RELI 3901 010/22216   Josef Sorett 1-4 0
RELI 3901 011/69303   Courtney

Bender
1-4 0

RELI 3901 012/28993   Clemence
Boulouque

1-4 1

RELI 3901 013/70933   Katherine
Pratt Ewing

1-4 0

RELI 3901 014/12697   Bernard
Faure

1-4 0

RELI 3901 015/17816   Robert
Thurman

1-4 0

RELI 3901 016/17494   Thomas
Yarnall

1-4 0

RELI 3901 017/64422   Zhaohua
Yang

1-4 0

RELI 3901 018/06011   Elizabeth
Castelli

1-4 0

RELI 3901 019/02673   Gale Kenny 1-4 0
RELI 3901 020/03612   Rachel

McDermott
1-4 0

RELI 3901 021/03779   Najam
Haider

1-4 0

RELI 3901 022/05677   Beth
Berkowitz

1-4 0

RELI GU4105 Religion Lab. 4 points.
Discussion Section Required

In their research, scholars of religion employ a variety of methods
to analyze "texts" ranging from historical documents to objects
of visual culture. This course acquaints students with both
the methods and the materials utilized in the field of religious
studies. Through guided exercises, they acquire research skills for
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utilizing sources and become familiarized with dominant modes
of scholarly discourse. The class is organized around a series of
research "scavenger hunts" that are due at the start of each week's
class and assigned during the discussion section (to be scheduled
on the first day of class). Additional class meeting on Thursdays.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4105

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4105 001/03701 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
214 Milbank Hall

Gale Kenny 4 6/14

RELI GU4307 Interactions of Buddhism and Daoism in
China. 4 points.
Prerequisites: one course on Buddhism or Chinese religious
traditions is recommended, but not required, as background.
In this course we will read English scholarship that probes the
complex relationships between Buddhism and Daoism in the
past two millennia. Students are required not only to be aware
of the complementarity and tensions between them, but to be
alert to the nature of claims to religious distinction or mixing and
the ways those claims were put forward under specific religio-
historical circumstances. The course is designed for advanced
undergraduate and graduate students in East Asian religion,
literature, history, art history and anthropology.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4307

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4307 001/73478 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Zhaohua
Yang

4 8/25

RELI GU4318 Interpreting Buddhist Yoga: Hermeneutics East
West Quantum. 4 points.
A seminar exploring the meanings of Buddhist Tantra and
being, time, space, gender, technology, and mysticism through
traditional religious, modern, post-modern, digital, quantum, and
Buddhist "hermeneutics," the science and art of interpretation.
We will read ancient and modern classics on hermeneutics, by
Schleiermacher, Gadamer, Heidegger, Barthes, and Ricouer;
Indian and Tibetan works on their systems of interpretation, at
least as sophisticated as anything from Europe; and contemporary
works on how digital technology brings us into a world of new
meaning for everything, including Buddhist yoga.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4318

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4318 001/16745 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

David
Kittay

4 13/30

RELI GU4325 Sufism. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Permission of instructor.
This is a seminar for advanced undergraduate and graduate
students who wish to gain an understanding of the richness
of Sufism (Islamic mysticism). We will examine the historical
origins, development and institutionalization of Sufism, including
long-standing debates over its place within the wider Islamic
tradition. By way of a close reading of a wide range of primary and

secondary sources, we will examine Sufi attitudes toward the body,
Sufi understandings of lineage, power and religious authority, as
well as the continued importance of Sufism in the modern world

Fall 2016: RELI GU4325

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4325 001/12354 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Katharina
Ivanyi

4 9/20

RELI GU4355 The African American Prophetic Political
Tradition from David Walker to Barack Obama. 4 points.
Through a wide range of readings and classroom discussions, this
course will introduce students to the crucial role that the unique
African-American appropriation of the Judeo-Christian prophetic
biblical tradition has played -- and continues to play -- in the lives
of black people in America.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4355

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4355 001/20695 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
101 80 Claremont

Obery
Hendricks

4 8/15

RELI GU4509 Crime and Punishment in Jewish Culture. 4
points.
Explores ethical, cultural, and political dimensions of Jewish
criminal punishment from the Bible through modernity, with
focus on death penalty and running reference to Foucault's
Discipline and Punish. Topics include: interaction between law
and narrative; Jewish power to punish; Sanhedrin trial of Jesus;
ritualization of execution; prison; torture; martyrdom.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4509

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4509 001/07147 Th 10:10am -
12:00pm
105 Elliot Hall

Beth
Berkowitz

4 17

RELI GU4513 Buddhism and Neuroscience. 4 points.
With the Dalai Lama's marked interest in recent advances in
neuroscience, the question of the compatibility between Buddhist
psychology and neuroscience has been raised in a number of
conferences and studies. This course will examine the state of the
question, look at claims made on both sides, and discuss whether
or not there is a convergence between Buddhist discourse about
the mind and scientific discourse about the brain.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4513

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4513 001/92192 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Bernard
Faure

4 19/30

RELI GU4615 Media and Religion. 4 points.
Typewriters, trains, electricity, telephones, telegraph, stock
tickers, plate glass, shop windows, radio, television, computers,
Internet, World Wide Web, cell phones, tablets, search engines,
big data, social networks, GPS, virtual reality, Google glass. 
The technologies turn back on their creators to transform them
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into their own image.  This course will consider the relationship
between mechanical, electronic, and digital technologies and
different forms of twentieth-century capitalism.  The regimes
of industrial, consumer, and financial shape the conditions of
cultural production and reproduction in different ways.  The
exploration of different theoretical perspectives will provide
alternative interpretations of the interplay of media, technology,
and religion that make it possible to chart the trajectory from
modernity to postmodernity and beyond.

Fall 2016: RELI GU4615

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RELI 4615 001/66497 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
201 80 Claremont

Mark
Taylor

4 17/25

RELI V1710 God. 3 points.
What is religion? And what does God have to do with it? This
course will seek to engage a range of answers to these questions.
The class is not a survey of all religious traditions. Rather, it will
address religion as a comparative problem between traditions as
well as between scholarly and methodological approaches. We will
engage the issue of perspective in, for example, the construction of
a conflict between religion and science, religion and modernity, as
well as some of the distinctions now current in the media between
religion, politics, economics and race.  And we will wonder about
God and gods.

RELI V2005 Buddhism: Indo-Tibetan. 3 points.
Recitation Section Required

Historical introduction to Buddhist thought, scriptures, practices,
and institutions. Attention given to Theravada, Mahayana, and
Tantric Buddhism in India, as well as selected non-Indian forms.

RELI V2008 Buddhism: East Asian. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

Lecture and discussion. An introductory survey that studies
East Asian Buddhism as an integral , living religious tradition.
Emphasis on the reading of original treatises and historiographies
in translation, while historical events are discussed in terms
of their relevance to contemporary problems confronted by
Buddhism.

RELI V2105 Christianity. 3 points.
Survey of Christianity from its beginnings through the
Reformation. Based on lectures and discussions of readings in
primary source translations, this course will cover prominent
developments in the history of Christianity. The structure will
allow students to rethink commonly held notions about the
evolution of modern Christianity with the texture of historical
influence.

RELI V2110 Mormonism. 3 points.
Survey of history and theology of Mormonism: historical survey;
analysis of extensive selections from the Book of Mormon;
exploration of its contentious relationship with the federal
government, cultural expressions.  Asking the question: how

Mormonism has transformed itself from essentially an outlaw
religion in the nineteenth century to the embodiment of American
ideals?

RELI V2205 Hinduism. 4 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement,
Discussion Section Required

The origin and development of central themes of traditional
Hinduism. Emphasis on basic religious literature and relation to
Indian culture. Readings include original sources in translation.

RELI V2405 Chinese Religious Traditions. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

Development of the Three Teachings of Confucianism, Taoism,
and Buddhism: folk eclecticism; the contemporary situation
in Chinese cultural areas. Readings drawn from primary texts,
poetry, and popular prose.

RELI V2415 Japanese Religious Traditions. 3 points.
Study of the development of the Japanese religious tradition
in the premodern period. Attention given to the thought and
practices of Shinto, Buddhism, and Confucianism; the interaction
among these religions in Japanse history; the first encounter with
Christianity.

RELI V2505 Intro to Judaism. 3 points.
A historical overview of Jewish belief and practice as these have
crystallized and changed over the centuries. Special attention
to ritual and worship, the forms of religious literature, central
concepts, religious leadership and institutions, Israel among the
nations.

RELI V2510 Jews and Judaism in Antiquity. 3 points.
This course focuses on the varieties of Judaism in antiquity,
from Cyrus the Great to the Muslim Conquest of Syria, and the
emergence of rabbinic Judaism. Special emphasis is placed on
hellenization, sectarianism, and the changes precipitated by the
destruction of the Jerusalem temple.

RELI V2615 Religions of Harlem. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Through a range of field exercises and classroom guests, this
course will introduce students to the rich religious history of
Harlem, while also challenging them to document and analyze the
diversity of Harlem's contemporary religious scene.

RELI V2645 Religion in Black America: An Introduction. 3
points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Undergraduate lecture course introducing students to the study
of African American religion. While there are no required
prerequisites for the course, prior coursework in religious studies
or African American history is helpful. This course progresses
as a historical survey and is intended to introduce students to
important themes in African American (thus American) religious
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history (i.e. migration, urbanization, nationalism) through a
rich engagement with the religious practices and traditions
of black communities. Primary attention is given to Afro-
Protestantism in North America; however, throughout the course
attention is directed to religious diversity and varying religious
traditions/practices in different diasporic locales. While this is a
lecture course, students are expected to arrive each week having
completed assigned readings and prepared to make informed
contributions to class discussions (as class size allows). By the end
of the semester students will be expected to possess a working
knowledge of major themes/figures/traditions in African American
religious life, as well as key questions that have shaped the study
thereof.

RELI V2801 Introduction to Western Religions. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason
and Value (REA)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Cultures in Comparison (CUL).

Phenomenology of religious experience and the historical forms
of religious life. The presuppositions, data, and documents of the
religions of the West.

RELI V2802 Introduction to Asian Religions. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason
and Value (REA)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Cultures in Comparison (CUL).

Major motifs in the religions of East and South Asia - Hindu,
Buddhist, Confucian, Daoist, Shinto. Focuses on foundational
"classics" and on a selection of texts, practices, and political
engagements that shape contemporary religious experience in Asia.

RELI V2803 Religion 101. 3 points.
This course has been replaced by RELI V3805.

RELI V3000 Buddhist Ethics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
An investigation of the main textual sources of the Buddhist
ethical tradition, with attention to their historical operation
within Buddhist societies, as well as consideration of their
continuing influence on comtemporary developments, Western as
well as Asian.

RELI V3017 Buddhism and Violence. 4 points.
Studies, from a number of methodological approaches and
angles, the Buddhist views on violence and non-violence, and the
historical record.

RELI V3130 The Papacy: Origins to the Sixteenth-Century
Reformations. 3 points.
This is a one-semester lecture course offering a historical
introduction to the papacy, moving from papal origins through
the age of the institution's greatest influence, i.e., the Middle
Ages, down to the age of the sixteenth-century Reformations.
Reading assignments will be drawn from both primary and
secondary sources in English.

RELI V3140 Early Christianity. 3 points.
Examination of different currents in early Christianity. Discussion
of gnosticism, monasticism, conflicts of gender and class, and the
work of writers such as Origen and Augustine.

RELI V3205 Vedic Religions. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason and
Value (REA).

RELI V3212 Religions of the Oppressed: India. 3 points.
Prerequisites: Prior knowledge of South Asia preferred.
What are the stakes of religious identity for communities
stigmatized, excluded, and oppressed?  This class interrogates
classic social theory by exploring the religious history of Dalits,
or "untouchables," in colonial and postcolonial South Asia:
from mass conversions to Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity to
assertions of autonomous and autochthonous religious identities.

RELI V3307 Muslims in Diaspora. 4 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement

Consideration of controversies surrounding mosque-building,
headscarves, honor killing, and other publicized issues that expose
tensions surrounding citizenship and belonging for Muslims in
North America and Europe. Exploration of film and other media
representations of Muslims in the West. There will be additional
meeting times for film screenings

RELI V3308 Origins of Judaism. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Introduction to the Hellenistic period of Jewish history, with
emphasis on sectarian movements and the emergence of rabbinic
Judaism and Christianity as the two dominant religions of the
West.

RELI V3314 Qu'ran in Comparative Perspective. 3 points.
This course develops an understanding of the Qu'ran's form,
style, and content through a close reading of comparable religious
texts. Major topics include the Qu'ranic theory of prophecy, its
treatment of the biblical tradition (both the Hebrew Bible and
the New Testament), and its perspective on the pre-Islamic pagan
religion.

RELI V3335 History of Sufism. 3 points.

RELI V3410 Daoism. 3 points.
Philosophical ideas found in the Daode jing, Zhuang zi,
hagiographies and myths of gods, goddesses and immortals,
psycho-physical practices, celestial bureaucracy, and ritual of
individual and communal salvation. Issues involved in the study
of Daoism, such as the problematic distinction between "elite"
and "folk" traditions, and the interactions between Daoism and
Buddhism.
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RELI V3411 Tantra in South Asia, East Asia & the West. 3
points.
An introduction to the history, literature, and ideology of Tantra
and Tantric texts, deities, rituals, and traditions, proceeding
chronologically from the early centuries C.E. to current forms of
Tantric practice, and primarily covering India, China, and Japan.
  Attention will also be given to contemporary iterations of Tantra
in the West.  Questions of definition, transmission, patronage,
gender, and appropriation link the various sections of the course.
  Readings include primary texts, secondary sources, local case
studies, and art historical material.

RELI V3495 Life After death. 3 points.
Western ideas of the afterlife, concentrating on ancient literature.
Readings include Gilgamesh, and other ancient Near Eastern
literature, the Bible, the Odyssey, Plato's Phaedo, Apuleius' The
Golden Ass.

RELI V3501 Introduction To the Hebrew Bible. 3 points.
An introduction, by critical methods, to the religious history of
ancient Israel against the background of the ancient Near East.

RELI V3508 Origins of Judaism. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Introduction to the Hellenistic period of Jewish history, with
emphasis on sectarian movements and the emergence of rabbinic
Judaism and Christianity as the two dominant religions of the
West.

RELI V3544 Jewish Family law. 3 points.
Jewish marriage and inheritance law. A survey of the legal
obligations an individual owes, and the privileges he or she
receives from being a member of a family.

RELI V3555 Development of the Jewish Holidays. 3 points.
Sources and historical development of Jewish holidays. An
attempt to trace historically how the holidays took on their
present form and, when feasible, to emphasize the different modes
of observances among different groups.

RELI V3560 Jewish Liturgy. 3 points.
Survey of Jewish liturgy from the Bible to modern times, with
occasional forays into Dead Sea prayer. Philosophy and theology
for prayer considered, and when possible, the social message is
emphasized.

RELI V3561 Classics fo Judaism: Ethics of the Fathers. 3
points.
Devoted to a close reading of a classic work of Jewish literature,
Pirkei Avot, Ethics of the fathers, in English.  Pirkei Avot, a
collection of teachings attributed to various sages of the classical
period of Rabbinic JUdaism, stands as one of the most studied
texts among observant Jews.   It affords an excellent introduction
to Judaism as a religion and culture.

RELI V3570 Women and Judaism: Folklore or Religion?. 3
points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason and
Value (REA).

Examines the relationship between Jewish women and religion
that is both theirs and not theirs. Explores matters of low, ritual,
practice, communal status, (re)reading of ancient texts, lived
experiences.

RELI V3571 Judaism, Jewishness, and Modernity. 3 points.
Exploration of some of the major statements of Jewish thought
and identity from the 19th century into the 21st.

RELI V3585 The Sephardic Experience. 3 points.
This course is a survey of the history and culture of the Sephardic
Jews, originally from Spain and Portugal.  Focus will be given
to different Sephardic populations and the rich culture and
variegated religious life therein.

RELI V3602 Religion in America I. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Cultures in Comparison (CUL).

Survey of American religion from the Civil War to the present,
with the emphasis on the ways religion has shaped American
history, culture, identity.

RELI V3603 Religion in America II. 3 points.
Survey of American religion from the Civil War to the present,
with an emphasis on the ways religion has shaped American
history, culture, and identity.

RELI V3604 Religion in the City. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Uses the city to address and investigate a number of central
concepts in the study of religion, including ritual, community,
worldview, conflict, tradition, and discourse.  We will explore
together what we can learn about religions by focusing on place,
location, and context.

RELI V3610 Religion in American Film. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: The Visual
and Performing Arts (ART).

Exploration of relationships between religion and popular film
with particular attention to the way religious narratives and
symbols in film uphold and critique norms of race, class and
gender in the formation of American societal institutions (political
structures, economy, family and community organization).

RELI V3630 Religion and Black Popular Cultures. 3 points.
As an exploration of the relationship between religion, race,
and popular culture, the course will begin with theoretical
readings that expose students to a variety of definitions of and
approaches to each of these categories. After tackling these
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theoretical concerns, the remainder of the course will entail a
cross genre and thematic engagement with the terrain of black
popular culture(s) in which students will be challenged to apply
new theoretical resources in order to interpret a wide range of
"religious" phenomena.

RELI V3650 Religion and the Civil Rights Movement. 3
points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Examination of the role of religion in the drive for civil rights
during the 1950s and 1960s. The course will look at the role
of activists, churches, clergy, sermons, and music in forging the
consensus in favor of civil rights.

RELI V3651 Evangelicalism. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Survey of evangelicalism, "America's folk religion," in all of its
various forms, including the holiness movement, fundamentalism,
pentecostalism, the charismatic movement, neoevangelicalism, the
sanctified tradition, and various ethnic expressions. The course
will examine the origins of evangelicalism, its theology, and the
cultural and political involvement of American evangelicals.

RELI V3652 Religion, Politics and the Presidency.. 3 points.
A survey of the intersections between religion and American
political life, from the colonial era to the present. This course
examines relevant political figures and movements, dissect the
religious controversies in pivotal presidential campaigns, and study
the influence of religion on various political issues.

RELI V3705 Literature, Technology, Religion. 3 points.
Digital media and electronic technologies are expanding the
imagination, transforming humanity, and redefining subjectivity.
The proliferation of distributed and embedded technologies is
changing the way we live, think, write and create. This course will
explore the complex interrelation of literature, technology and
religion through an investigation of four American novels and
four French critics/theorists.

RELI V3720 Religion and Its Critics. 3 points.
An examination of critiques of religious belief and practice
offered by both religious and non-religious authors, and of some
responses to those critiques.  Readings will be taken chiefly from
eighteenth and nineteenth century European thought, including
Spinoza, Hume, Mendelssohn, Kant, Schleiermacher, Feuerbach,
Marx, Kierkegaard, and Nietzsche.

RELI V3727 Psychology of Religion. 3 points.
An exploration of the psychological dimensions of religious
awareness and practice that will focus on dream analysis, therapy
and personal structure and development.

RELI V3742 Freud and Derrida. 3 points.
From sexual difference to the difference writing makes,
psychoanalysis and deconstruction have affected the way we
think about reading, writing, learning. Both have become parts
of cultural discourse in the form of catch phrases, categories of
understanding, and political indictments. Psychoanalysis and
deconstruction are also markers of a long conversation in which
the meaning of subjectivity, authorship, agency, literature, culture
and tradition is spelled out in detailed readings that intervene
in and as dialogue and interruption. In this reading intensive
class, we will attend to the basic texts and terms of psychoanalysis
and deconstruction: the unconscious and sexuality, culture and
religion, and more.

RELI V3760 Animal Rights: Ethical and Religious
Foundations. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason and
Value (REA).

Critical study of the treatment of animals in modern moral
philosophy and in Jewish and Christian thought in order to show
that no theory of ethics in either domain can be complete or fully
coherent unless the question of animal rights is confronted and
satisfactorily resolved.

RELI V3770 Terror. 3 points.
Analyzes the complex relationship among religion, violence and
terror by examining representations of terror in religious texts,
beliefs and practices as well as in recent philosophical, literary and
filmic texts.   The relationship of terror to trauma and horror will
also be considered.

RELI V3798 Gift and Religion. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I).

Prerequisites: Sophomore standing or permission of instructor;
preference to Religion majors.
Examines theories of gift and exchange, the sacralization of
economic relationships and the economic rationalization of
sacred relationships. Part I focused on classic works on "the gift"
in traditional socieities. Part II includes several perspectives on
relationships of giving and taking in contemporary society.

RELI V3799 Theory. 4 points.
An exploration of alternative theoretical approaches to the study
of religion as well as other areas of humanistic inquiry.  The
methods considered include: sociology, anthropology, philosophy,
hermeneutics, psychoanalysis, structuralism, genealogy, and
deconstruction.  (Previous title: Juniors Colloquium)

RELI V3810 Millennium: Apocalypse and Utopia. 3 points.
A study of apocalyptic thinking and practice in the western
religious tradition, with focus on American apocalyptic religious
movements and their relation to contemporary cultural
productions, as well as notions of history and politics.

RELI V3811 The Holocaust I. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.
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The Holocaust is a major event of modern times. Its significance
is at once historical, universal, global and theological, one might
simply say, metaphysical. It is at the center of historical, legal,
political, representational, psychological, aesthetic, and religious
reflections and practices in Europe and the United States as well
as in Africa and the Middle East and elsewhere. It permeates
pedagogical understandings, memorial dispositions, political
conceptions, and cultural expectations. Its magnitude demands a
course — a demanding course — that engages with its multiple
dimensions, beginning with its universal and/or global resonance.
 There will be an additional weekly discussion section.

RELI V3840 Graeco-Roman Religion. 3 points.
Survey of the religions of Rome and the Hellenistic East from
the late 4th century B.C.E. to the early 4th century C.E. Topics
will include myth and ritual, religion and the state, and mystery
religions, among others.

RELI V3860 Sociology of Religion. 3 points.
Prerequisites: prior coursework in religion or sociology is highly
encouraged.
This course introduces classical and contemporary theoretical
and empirical approaches to the sociological study of religion,
including secularization and secularity, religious identity
formation, and sociological approaches to religious practice and
meaning. Special focus will be on contemporary American topics,
including religion and transnationalism, the role of religious actors
and discourses in American politics, law and economics, and
everyday religious practice.

RELI V3865 Comparative Mysticism. 0 points.
An introduction to the comparative study of mysticism.  Students
read primary texts against the backdrop of various theories on the
nature of mysticism, addressing issues such as the relationship of
mysticism to orthodox religion, madness, art, love, and morality.

RELI V3870 Inquisitions, New Christians, and Empire. 3
points.
Explores the Spanish and Portuguese inquisitions of the
early modern era. We will investigate the inquisitions from a
variety of perspectives: the history of Christianity and some
of its "unauthorized" permutations; the relevant history and
religious culture of Judeoconversos, Moriscos, Afroiberians,
magical practitioners; normativization and control of sexuality;
historical ethnography; and the anthropology and/or sociology of
institutions.

RELI W3201 Language and Religion in South Asia. 3 points.
This interdisciplinary seminar investigates the intersections
between language and religion in South Asia over the course of
two millennia. From ancient debates over the proper vehicles
for religious transmission to the modern construction of a
postcolonial nation-state, ideologies of language have been
central to South Asian intellectual, philosophical, cultural,
religious, and political life. Issues covered in the course include:
the language of religious devotion (and the religion of language
devotion); vernacular poetry and social protest; colonial ideologies
and communal identities; the politics of translation; defining

"religion"; and several others. No prior knowledge of South Asian
language or religion is required.

RELI W4006 Japanese Religion through Manga and Film. 4
points.
This course will examine how the depiction of certain Japanese
religious ideas through such medias has both breathed new
life into and at the same time considerably modified tradition
religious beliefs.  A study of Japanese religion through manga and
film,supplemented by readings in the history of Japanese culture.

RELI W4010 Chan/Zen Buddhism. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Suggested preparation: An introduction to
Buddhism by Peter Harvey (1990).
Historical introduction to Chan/Zen Buddhism: follows the
historical development of Chan/Zen, with selections from the
Chan classics, some of the high and low points of Japanese Zen,
and examples of contemporary Zen writings.

RELI W4011 The Lotus Sutra in East Asian Buddhism. 4
points.
Prerequisites: open to students who have taken one previous
course in either Buddhism, Chinese religions, or a history course
on China or East Asian.
The course examines some central Mahayana Buddhist beliefs and
practices through an in-depth study of the Lotus sutra. Schools
(Tiantai/Tendai, Nichiren) and cultic practices such as sutra-
chanting, meditation, confessional rites, and Guanyin worship
based on the scripture. East Asian art and literature inspired by it.

RELI W4012 Buddhist Auto/Biography. 4 points.
The goal and nature of this course is to refine our abilities to
critically examine the nature of writing about the self and its
position in Buddhist contexts.

RELI W4013 Buddhism and Neuroscience. 4 points.
With the Dalai Lama's  marked interest in recent advances in
neuroscience, the question of the compatibility between Buddhist
psychology and neuroscience has been raised in a number of
conferences and studies. This course will examine the state of the
question, look at claims made on both sides, and discuss whether
or not there is a convergence between Buddhist discourse about
the mind and scientific discourse about the brain.

RELI W4015 Reincarnation and Technology. 4 points.
A seminar exploring reincarnation, resurrection, and their
contemporary cyber-relatives, uploading and simulation.
  We'll explore Abrahamic, Amerind, Chinese, Greek, and
Indian accounts, the Tibetan Buddhist reincarnation tradition
and methodology in detail, and contemporary research on
reincarnation, near-death, and out-of-body experiences. We will
then turn to contemporary developments in science, religion,
and philosophy concerning uploading consciousness to computer
media and the probability that we are living a simulation.  We
will investigate whether religious traditions are consistent with or
expressive of simulated reality, and the application of karma to all
of the above.
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RELI W4018 Interpreting Buddhist Yoga: Hermeneutics East
West Quantum. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

A seminar exploring the meanings of Buddhist Tantra and
being, time, space, gender, technology, and mysticism through
traditional religious, modern, post-modern, digital, quantum, and
Buddhist "hermeneutics," the science and art of interpretation.
We will read ancient and modern classics on hermeneutics, by
Schleiermacher, Gadamer, Heidegger, Barthes, and Ricouer;
Indian and Tibetan works on their systems of interpretation, at
least as sophisticated as anything from Europe; and contemporary
works on how digital technology brings us into a world of new
meaning for everything, including Buddhist yoga.

RELI W4020 Liberation and Embodiment in Indo-Tibetan
Yoga Traditions. 4 points.
Prerequisites: at least one course in Asian Religions, such as RELI
V2005, RELI V2008, RELI V2205, RELI V2415, RELI V2405, or
equivalent; and the instructor's permission.
With extensive readings on the concepts and practice of the Indic
category of "yoga practice", this seminar is an inquiry into the
conceptualization of the "body" and its "liberation" in South and
Himalayan Asia. Special attention will be given to development of
contemplative yogic traditions within what come to be known as
Tantric lineages of Buddhist and Hindu traditions.

RELI W4030 Topics in Tibetan Philosphy. 4 points.
Examination of topics in the religious philosophy of Tibet.

RELI W4035 Buddhist Contemplative Sciences. 4 points.
This course will explore key Buddhist contemplative sciences,
including: stabilizing meditation; analytic insight meditation; the
four immeasurables; form and formless trances; mind training;
and the subtle body-mind states activated and transformed
through advanced Tantric yoga techniques. These will be explored
both within their traditional interdisciplinary frameworks, as well
as in dialog with related contemporary arts and sciences.

RELI W4040 Women and Buddhism in China. 4 points.
Nuns and laywomen in Chinese Buddhism, Buddhist attitudes
toward women, ideals of female sanctity; gender and sexuality,
women leaders in contemporary Chinese Buddhism.

RELI W4110 Asceticism and the Rise of Christianity. 4 points.
Explores the paradox of renunciation and power in early
Christianity. Traces the changing understanding of renunciation
from the 1st to the 5th centuries C.E., and the changing languages
by which Christians signaled their allegiance to otherworldly ideal
despite increasing involvement in the secular realm.

RELI W4120 Gender In Ancient Christianity. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
The function of gender in the construction of religious identity
across Christianity's formative centuries. Close attention is paid
to the alternative views of male and female writers and to the
alternative models of the holy life proposed to male and female
Christians.

RELI W4160 Gnosis. 4 points.
Enrollment limited to 20.

Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. Previous work in biblical
studies or early Christianity preferred.
Examines the religious and social worlds of ancient Mediterranean
gnosis alongside its modern remnants and appropriations.
Special attention is paid to scholarly reconstructions of ancient
"gnosticism" and to theoretical problems associated with the
categories of orthodoxy and heresy in Christian history. Strong
emphasis on reading primary sources in translation.

RELI W4171 Law and Medieval Christianity. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
An introduction to the importance of Church law for the study
of medieval Christianity through readings in both primary and
secondary sources (all in English or English translations). Topics
will be selected, as the sources permit, to illustrate the evolution of
Western canon law and its impact both as a structural and as an
ideological force, in medieval Christianity and in medieval society
in general.

RELI W4180 Conversion in Historical Perspective. 4 points.
Boundary crossers have always challenged the way societies
imagined themselves. This course explores the political, religious,
economic, and social dynamics of religious conversion. The
course will focus on Western (Christian and Jewish) models in the
medieval and early modern periods. It will include comparative
material from other societies and periods.  Autobiographies, along
with legal, religious and historical documents will complement the
readings.

RELI W4203 Krishna. 4 points.
Study of a single deity in the Hindu pantheon as illuminated in
art, music, dance, drama, theological treatises, patterns of ritual,
and texts both classic and modern. Special attention to Krishna's
consort Radha, to Krishna's reception in the West, and to his
portrayal on Indian television.

RELI W4205 Love, Translated: Hindu Bhakti. 4 points.
Hindu poetry of radical religious participation-bhakti-in
translation, both Sanskrit (the Bhagavad Gita) and vernacular.
How does such poetry/song translate across linguistic divisions
within India and into English? Knowledge of Indian languages is
welcome but not required. Multiple translations of a single text or
poet bring to light the choices translators have made.

RELI W4215 Hinduism Here. 4 points.
Historical, theological, social and ritual dimensions of "lived
Hinduism" in the greater New York area. Sites selected for in-
depth study include worshipping communities, retreat centers,
and national organizations with significant local influence.
Significant fieldwork component

RELI W4313 Revival and Revolution in the Muslim World. 4
points.
This class focuses on the history and development of revolutionary
movement in the Muslim world.  It begins by forwarding the
life of the Prophet as a template (and inspiration) for subsequent
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movements and proceeds to examine a range of revolutions
through the modern period.

RELI W4321 Islam in the 20th Century. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS).

Prerequisites: Permission of instructor (undergrad majors,
concentrators, and grad students in religion given priority.
Investigates the debate around the "origins" of Arab nationalism
and various strands of modernist/reformist thought in the
contemporary Islamic world - with particular emphasis on
developments in Egypt and Iran.

RELI W4322 Exploring the Sharia. 4 points.
The platform of every modern Islamist political party calls for
the implementation of the sharia. This term is invariably (and
incorrectly) interpreted as an unchanging legal code dating back
to 7th century Arabia. In reality, Islamic law is an organic and
constantly evolving human project aimed at ascertaining God's
will in a given historical and cultural context. This course offers a
detailed and nuanced look at the Islamic legal methodology and
its evolution over the last 1400 years. The first part of the semester
is dedicated to classical Islamic jurisprudence, concentrating on
the manner in which jurists used the Qur'an, the Sunna (the
model of the Prophet), and rationality to articulate a coherent
legal system. The second part of the course focuses on those areas
of the law that engender passionate debate and controversy in
the contemporary world. Specifically, we examine the discourse
surrounding Islamic family (medical ethics, marriage, divorce,
women's rights) and criminal (capital punishment, apostasy,
suicide/martyrdom) law. The course concludes by discussing the
legal implications of Muslims living as minorities in non-Islamic
countries and the effects of modernity on the foundations of
Islamic jurisprudence.

RELI W4326 Sufism in South Asia. 4 points.
Sufism has been described as the mystical side of Islam. This
seminar for advanced undergraduates and graduate students
will examine Sufism in South Asia as a spiritual, ethical and
self-forming activity that has been profoundly affected by the
historical, sociocultural, political, and everyday environments in
which is it experienced and practiced.

RELI W4330 Seminar on Classical Sufi Texts. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Close study of pivotal texts from the classical periods of Islamic
mysticism, including works by Hallaj, Attar, Rumi, In Arabi, and
others (all texts in English translation).

RELI W4335 Shi'ism. 4 points.
This course offer a survy of Shi'ism with a particular focus on the
"Twelvers" or "Imamis." It begins by examining the interplay
between theology and the core historical narratives of Shi'i
identity and culminates with an assessment of the jarring impact
of modernity on religious institutions/beliefs.

RELI W4350 Orality and Textuality in Islam. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Instructor's permission

A study of the interface between the written and oral traditions in
Islam, both in the idealized religion preserved in the texts, as well
as its variegated cultural expressions.

RELI W4401 Mountains and Sacred Space in Japan. 4 points.
Explores the role that mountains have played in Japanese
cosmology, particularly in religion and folklore. We will examine
various aspects of mountain veneration such as mountains as
portals to the world of the dead, as the embodiment of the
universe, as ascetic training ground, as mandalized space, as
restricted ground, and as space transformed by history.

RELI W4402 Shinto in Japanese History. 4 points.
This course examines the development of Shinto in Japanese
history and the historiography of Shinto.We will cover themes
such as myth, syncretism, sacred sites, iconography, nativism, and
religion and the state.

RELI W4403 Bodies and Spirits in East Asia. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
This seminar will focus on the role of early conceptions of both
the body and demonology in the development of Chinese and
Japanese religious traditions. By focusing on the development
of ritual responses within these traditions to disease and spirits,
the course will highlight the degree to which contemporaneous
understandings of the body informed religious discourse across
East Asia.

RELI W4405 Ghosts and Kami. 4 points.
Ghosts have long functioned in East Asian cultures as crucial
nodal points in political and religious discourses concerning
ancestors, kinship, ritual and land. By reading a small cluster
of Western theoretical works on ghosts together with recent
discussions of the role of ghosts in China, Japan, Vietnam and
Korea, this seminar will explore the ways that ghosts continue to
haunt and inhabit a variety of conceptual and religious landscapes
across East Asia.

RELI W4412 Material Culture and the Supernatural in East
Asia. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Although Protestant notions of textuality and the disjunction
of matter and spirit have exerted an enduring influence over
much of the study of religion, this seminar will explore the role of
material objects in both representing and creating the categories
and paradigms through which religion has been understood
and performed in pre-modern East Asia. By focusing upon the
material context for religious performance-by asking, in other
words, how religious traditions are constituted through and by
material objects-the course will seek to shed light on a cluster of
issues concerning the relationship between art, ritual performance,
and transmission.

RELI W4501 Psalms Through the Commentary of the Baal
Shem Tov. 4 points.
Close reading of selected psalms along with the commentary
attributed to the Ba'al Shem Tov, one of the founders of
Hasidism. Offers an opportunity to gain experience in close
reading of major Jewish texts in the original language (Hebrew).
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Provides students simultaneous exposure to a major biblical
book, Psalms, which has a long and rich reception history, both
textually and spiritually, as well as to a significant text of Hasidic
thought. The two texts and their historical/discursive framings
will be read complementarily or against one another. Additional
readings will give supplementary perspectives, raising questions
that include the production history of the Book of Psalms,
comparative mythology, the liturgical and ritual use of psalms
historically, and mystical readings of the Book of Psalms. Through
the combination of perspectives we will learn about the variety
of the interpretative approaches to a canonical texts such as the
Book of Psalms: the dense web of meanings and uses given to one
biblical text over the course of Jewish history; the methods and
goals of Hasidic exegesis of the Bible.

RELI W4502 Jewish Rites of Passage. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Sophomore standing.
Undertakes an interdisciplinary exploration of historical and
contemporary Jewish rites of passage and life-cycles events,
focusing on the interplay between ritual and gender, sexuality
and power. Our examination of the tensions between tradition
and modernity will encompass traditional passage, wedding
ceremonies and more modern rituals.

RELI W4503 Readings from the Sephardic Diaspora. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission.
Close readings of some canonical 15th- and 16th-century works
(in translation) from the Sephardic diaspora that touch on
theology, philosophy, ethics and mysticism.

RELI W4504 Reading the Patriarchal and Matriarchal Stories
in Genesis. 4 points.
Aims to clarify the intellectual assumptions governing how
different individuals conceive of their conversion experiences.
Through the study of classic and lesser known accounts we
will examine some common metaphors and images (rebirth,
awakening, being lost and found) and how they shape narratives
of one's life.

RELI W4505 The Beginnings of Jewish Mysticism. 4 points.
Study of biblical and Hellenistic foundations for Western
mysticism - scriptual visions of God, apocalyptic literature,
Graeco-Roman magic, and the merkabah mystical movement in
Judaism.

RELI W4506 Jewish Martyrdom. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Permission of instructor. Sophomore Standing.
Enrollment limited to 20.
Utilizes major episodes of Jewish martyrdom as a basis
for discussion of some of the key problems in the study of
martyrdom. Among the questions it will raise: How have
major scholars analyzed the origins of a martyrdom ideal in late
antiquity? What questions do social scientists raise concerning
the phenomenology of martyrdom, and how have these questions
been addresses with respect to Jewish martyrdom? How do ancient
and medieval traditions of martyrdom, despite their drastic
tendency to draw strict boundaries, betray the influence of other
(even hostile) traditions? And how do traditions of martyrdom

undergo mutation in response to new historical and cultural
realities?

RELI W4507 Readings in Hasidism. 4 points.
Prerequisites: at least one previous course on Judaism or
familiarity from elsewhere with the normative, traditional
Judaism.
An exploration of Hasidism, the pietist and mystical movement
that arose in eastern Europe at the beginning of the eighteenth
century. Hasidism stands as perhaps the most influential and
significant movement within modern Judaism.

RELI W4508 Jewish Philosophy and Kabbalah. 4 points.
The purpose of this seminar is to study the interactions between
two major intellectual trends in Jewish History, the philosophical
and the mystical ones. From the medieval period to the twenty-
first century, we will discuss their interactions, polemics and
influences. We will compare Philosophy and Kabbalah in light of
their understanding of divine representation and in light of their
respective Theology and conception of God.

RELI W4510 The Thought of Maimonides. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason and
Value (REA).

Close examination of Maimonides' major ideas, with emphasis
on the relationship between law and philosophy; biblical
interpretation; the nature of God; creation and providence;
human nature; ethics and law; and human perfection.

RELI W4511 Jewish Ethics. 4 points.
This course is divided into two parts-- theoretical and practical.
In the first part we will examine major philosophical issues
concerning the nature and basis of Jewish ethics; in the second,
we will examine a selected group of practical ethical issues.   All
assignments will be in English, and any Hebrew phrases used in
course discussion will be translated.

RELI W4513 Homelands, Diasporas, Promised Lands. 4
points.
This seminar will explore religious, political and philosophical
aspects of homelands, collective exile from homelands and the
question of whether or not return is possible or desirable.

RELI W4515 Reincarnation and Technology. 4 points.
A seminar exploring reincarnation, resurrection, and their
contemporary cyber-relatives, uploading and simulation.
  We'll explore Abrahamic, Amerind, Chinese, Greek, and
Indian accounts, the Tibetan Buddhist reincarnation tradition
and methodology in detail, and contemporary research on
reincarnation, near-death, and out-of-body experiences. We will
then turn to contemporary developments in science, religion,
and philosophy concerning uploading consciousness to computer
media and the probability that we are living a simulation.  We
will investigate whether religious traditions are consistent with or
expressive of simulated reality, and the application of karma to all
of the above.
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RELI W4520 Patriarchal and Rabbinic Authority in Antiquity.
4 points.
Tries to solve the problem of the origins and roles of the rabbis in
antiquity through careful study of rabbinic, Christian, and Roman
sources.

RELI W4524 Theories of the Unconscious and Jewish
Thought. 4 points.
This survey aims to reflect on the specific dialogue between faith
and theories of the mind. After an overview of pre-Freudian
notions of the unconscious, the course will examine Freud’s
1896 Theory of the unconscious mind and the key analytical
concepts which display similarities between psychoanalysis and
Jewish thought, from Talmudic hermeneutics to Kabbalah studies.
We will explore the unconscious through readings from Leibnitz,
Schelling, Goethe, von Hartmann, Freud, Jung, as well as its
preludes and echoes in the Talmud and in  the writings of Azriel
of Gerona, the Magid of Mezrich, Krochmal, Leiner, Lou Andreas
Salomé, Scholem, Idel, Wolfson.

RELI W4537 Talmudic Narrative. 4 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. Background in Talmud
and Hebrew is encouraged.
This course examines the rich world of Talmudic narrative and
the way it mediates between conflicting perspectives on a range of
topics: life and death; love and sexuality; beauty and superficiality;
politics and legal theory; religion and society; community and
non-conformity; decision-making and the nature of certainty.
While we examine each text closely, we will consider different
scholars’ answers – and our own answers – to the questions, how
are we to view Talmudic narrative generally, both as literature and
as cultural artifact?

RELI W4538 Re-reading the Talmud. 4 points.
Prerequisites: basic knowledge or previous study of Talmud.
In the past century, advances in theories of how to read the
Babylonian Talmud, the Bavli, and in the models of its formation
and redaction have opened up new avenues for understanding
what the text says and, more importantly, how it works. This
course will examine in-depth several demonstrative literary
units, sugyot, through the lens of the evolution of the major
critical schools of the past century and contrast them with
the interpretation approach of selected medieval scholars, the
rishonim. All texts will be read in the original but translations will
be provided.

RELI W4560 Political Theology. 4 points.
This reading-intensive course will engage the notion of "political
theology," a notion that emerges within the Western tradition
(Varro, Augustine) and has become instrumental in thinking and
institutionalizing the distinction between religion and politics
over the course of the twentieth century. We will take our point
of departure the key texts that have revived this notion (Schmitt,
Kantorowicz), engage their interpretation of the Bible and of
Augustine and medieval followers. We will then examine the
role of Spinoza and Moses Mendelsohn, the extention of the
notion of religion to "the East" (Said, Grosrichard, Asad), and

conclude with some of the current debates over secularization in
the colonizing and colonized world.

RELI W4610 Science, Nature, and Religion in 20th Century
America. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason and
Value (REA).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Examination of the relationship between scientific and religious
ideas, with particular reference to American culture in the
twentieth century. Explores the impact of such events as the
Scopes trial and the popular faith in science and technology of the
religious attitudes and beliefs of 20th-century Americans.

RELI W4611 The Lotus Sutra in East Asian Buddhism. 4
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: open to students who have taken one previous
course in either Buddhism, Chinese religions, or a history course
on China or East Asian.
The course examines some central Mahayana Buddhist beliefs and
practices through an in-depth study of the Lotus sutra. Schools
(Tiantai/Tendai, Nichiren) and cultic practices such as sutra-
chanting, meditation, confessional rites, and Guanyin worship
based on the scripture. East Asian art and literature inspired by it.

RELI W4612 Religion and Humanitarianism. 4 points.
This seminar examines the role of religion in the antislavery
movement, foreign missions, and women's rights in the
nineteenth century, and its relevance to contemporary
humanitarian activism.

RELI W4614 Defining Marriage: A History of Marriage in the
United States. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This seminar examines the changing purpose and meaning of
marriage in the history of the United States from European
colonization through contemporary debates over gay marriage. 
Topics include religious views of marriage, interracial marriage,
and the political uses of the institution.

RELI W4620 Religious Worlds of New York. 4 points.
This seminar teaches ethnographic approaches to studying
religious life with a special focus on urban religion and religions
of New York. Students develop in-depth analyses of religious
communities using these methods. Course readings address both
ethnographic methods and related ethical and epistemological
issues, as well as substantive topical issues of central importance
to the study of urban religion, including transnationalism
and immigration, religious group life and its relation to local
community life, and issues of ethnicity, race and cosmopolitanism
in pluralistic communities.



Religion

716

RELI W4622 The Spiritual Quest of August Wilson. 4 points.
August Wilson is hailed as one of America’s greatest playwrights.
His Century Cycle of ten stage plays foregrounds unfolding shifts
in African American political and cultural life in each decade of
the twentieth century. Reflected in each work is a vibrant thread
of spirituality and religious sensibility that continues to inform
and enrich African American life.   Through a close reading of
Wilson’s plays supplemented by readings in drama criticism,
African and African American religions and the African American
blues and conjure traditions, this course will explore Wilson’s
quest to survey the landscape of African American spirituality and
seek its meaning for America today.

RELI W4625 Contemporary Mormonism: Mediating
Religious Identity in the 21st Century City. 4 points.
The seminar will give students first-hand experience with
Mormonism as it is lived in New York City today. The aim of
the course is to understand how Mormons adapt or cast off their
religion in the modern city. Experiential learning as opposed to
text learning will be emphasized. There will be additional meeting
times to visit Mormon sites.

RELI W4630 African-American Religion. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Explores a range of topics in African-American Religion, which
may include the African background and the transmission of
African cultures, religion under slavery, independent black
churches, religion and race relations, and modern theological
movements. In Spring 2008, the course will focus on the religious
lives of African immigrants to the US, emphasizing field and
documentary methods.

RELI W4640 Religion in the American Public Sphere. 4
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Introduction to questions surrounding the relationships between
religion and the public sphere in the United States. Approaches
topics of civil religion, church-state relations, religious pluralism
in the public sphere, and the role of congregations in local
communities using sociological theories and methods.

RELI W4645 American Protestant Thought. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Looks at the relation between inquiry and imagination in
selected religious writers and writers on religion in the American
Protestant tradition. How does imagination serve inquiry? What
are the objects of inquiry in these writings? Most of these authors
reflect explicitly on imagination and inquiry, in addition to
providing examples of both at work on religious topics.

RELI W4650 Religion and Region in North America. 4 points.
Prerequisites: RELI V3502 or V3503.
Examination of some of the regional variations of religions in
North America, with an emphasis on the interaction of religious
communities with their surrounding cultures.

RELI W4655 The African American Prophetic Political
Tradition from David Walker to Barack Obama. 4 points.
Through a wide range of readings and classroom discussions, this
course will introduce students to the crucial role that the unique
African-American appropriation of the Judeo-Christian prophetic
biblical tradition has played -- and continues to play -- in the lives
of black people in America.

RELI W4660 Religious History of New York. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Historical
Studies (HIS).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Survey of religious life in New York City, from the English
conquest of 1684 through changes to the immigration laws in
1965.

RELI W4670 Native American Religions. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor. Limited to 20 students.
Examines the varieties of Native American religions and
spirituality, from contact to the present, including a look at the
effects of European religions on Native American traditions.

RELI W4708 Last Works. 4 points.
Intended for advanced undergraduates and graduate students.

What does a writer's last work tell us about his or her other works?
About his or her life? About the lives of others? What is the
relation between a writer's life and work? What is the relationship
between the work and the life of the reader? Special attention will
be given to the way psychological and religious preoccupation
intersect to create the sense of an ending. The last works of the
following writers will be read: Edward Said, Soren Kierkegaard,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Henry David Thoreau, Sigmund Freud,
Samuel Beckett, Maurice Blanchot, Jacques Derrida, Virginia
Woolf, Ernest Hemingway, Philip Roth, and David Foster
Wallace.

RELI W4710 Kant and Kierkegaard on Religion. 4 points.
Examines the relationship between morality and religious faith
in selected works of Immanuel Kant and Soren Kierkegaard.
Examines Kant's claim that religious thought and practice arise
out of the moral life, and Kierkegaard's distinction between
morality and religious faith.

RELI W4712 Recovering Place. 4 points.
This seminar will reexamine the question of place and locality
in an era characterized by virtualization and delocalization
brought by digital media, electronic technology, and globalization.
Readings will include theoretical as well as literary and artistic
texts. Special attention will be given to the question of sacred
places through a consideration of forests, deserts, gardens,
mountains, caves, seas, and cemeteries.

RELI W4720 Religion and Pragmatism. 4 points.
An examination of the accounts of and methods for philosophical
inquiry set out by Charles Peirce, William James, and John Dewey
and by some contemporary representatives of the pragmatist
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tradition, with a focus on implications for the philosophy of
religion.

RELI W4721 Religion and Social Justice. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor. Sophomore standing.
Examines current debates on three topics (religious reasons in
public discourse, human rights, and democracy). Also looks briefly
at some uses of the Exodus story, focusing on Michael Walzer's
study of its political uses, Edward Said's criticism of Walzer's
use of it in connection with contemporary Israel, and its role in
debates among African Americans in the nineteenth century.

RELI W4722 Nothing, God, Freedom. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Students in Religion and Philosophy will be given
preference.
Focuses on three interrelated issues that lie at the heart of
various religious, literary and artistic traditions. The approach
will introduce students to rigorous cross-cultural and multi-
disciplinary analysis. The aim of the inquiry will be to explore
the similarities and differences of contrasting considerations of
the problems of nothing, God and freedom in different religious
traditions as well as alternative modes of interpretation and
expression.

RELI W4725 Religion and Modern Western Individualism. 4
points.
Intended for advanced undergraduates and graduate students.

Over the course of the past three centuries, individualism has
become more or less institutionalized in Europe and North
America. At the same time, it is deeply opposed to dominant
patterns in the pre-modern West and in virtually all of the rest
of human history. The focus of this course is to understand the
complex relationship of religion to individualism as it has arisen
initially in the West and in recent decades also become influential
globally, with the aim of appreciating both the power and the
limitations of this set of developments.

RELI W4730 Exodus and Politics: Religious Narrative as a
Source of Revolution. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Cultures in
Comparison (CUL).

Examination of the story of the Israelite exodus from Egypt, as it
has influenced modern forms of political and social revolution,
with emphasis on political philosopher Michael Walzer.
Examination of the variety of contexts this story has been used
in: construction of early American identity, African-American
religious experience, Latin American liberation ideology,
Palestinian nationalism, and religious feminism.

RELI W4732 Job and Ecclesiastes. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Permission of instructor. Graduate students,
undergraduate majors and minors given priority.
Examines Pascal's claim that to the extent that the Bible can
be said to have a philosophy, it is contained in the Books of
Job and Ecclesiastes. Examines this claim critically by reading

these Biblical books against the history of their philosophical
interpretation. Among the authors to be considered will be
Gregory the Great, Aquinas, Maimondies, Calvin, Hobbes, Kant,
Kierkegaard, Jung, Barth, and Rene Girard.

RELI W4734 Religious Concepts: Conversion. 4 points.
Examines critically the concept of 'conversion' as it appears
in Western thought through an examination of religious,
philosophical, and political texts.

RELI W4735 Ideology and Masses. 4 points.
Considers Marxian conceptions of religion--the sigh of the
oppressed, heart of a heartless world, halo of the vale of tears,
and beyond--and critically examine theories of knowledge,
interpretation, agency, and culture that are associated with them. 
  The inquiry will be directed at defining and prescribing the
role of religion in social analysis, as well as examining the use of
Marxian concepts such as illusion, alienation, and fetishism. Texts
include writings by Marx, Engels, Lukacs, Gramsci, Adorno &
Horkheimer, Marcuse, Bataille, Althusser, Foucault, and Zizek.

RELI W4736 Time, Event, Rupture. 4 points.
Investigates theories of temporality, paying particular attention
to the concept of an 'event' and the causes and implications
of irruptions in consciousness.   The inquiry will consider the
relationships between time and truth, knowledge, subject/object,
transcendence, origin,  history, memory, and spirit, as well as
approaches to temporal cohesion and rupture.  Readings include
texts by Husserl, Schelling, Benjamin, Heidegger, Lacan, Ricoer,
Blanchot, Derrida, Stiegler, Foucault, and Badiou.

RELI W4740 Genealogy, Pragmatism and the Study of
Religion. 4 points.
Topics include:  knowledge, truth, concepts of self and God,
religious experience and practice.  Works by Nietzsche, C. S.
Peirce, William James, Dewey, Rorty, Bernard Williams and
others.

RELI W4800 The Science-Religion Encounter in
Contemporary Context. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Permission of instructor.
Focuses on differing models for understanding the relationship
between religion and science, with emphasis on how the models
fare in light of contemporary thinking about science, philosophy,
and religion.

RELI W4801 World Religions: Idea and Enactment. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason
and Value (REA)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Cultures in Comparison (CUL).

Prerequisites: Permission of the instructor; some prior work in
religion.
Historical and contemporary investigation of the concept of
"world religions"- its origin, production, and entailments. Topics
include the Chicago World's Parliament of Religions (1893);
the choice and numbering of the "great religions;" several major
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comparativists; and the life of "world religions" in museums,
textbooks, encyclopedia, and departmental curricula today.

RELI W4805 Secular and Spiritual America. 4 points.
Priority given to majors and concentrators.

Are Americans becoming more secular or more spiritual (not
religious), or both? What are the connections between secularism
and what is typically called non-organized religion or the spiritual
in the United States?  We will address these questions by looking
at some of the historical trajectories that shape contemporary
debates and designations (differences) between spiritual, secular
and religious.

RELI W4806 Religious Studies at Columbia. 4 points.
This course will draw on the rich expertise represented by the
Religion faculty.  Each week, a faculty member will present his or
her field of specialization and methodological/theoretical approach
to it.  Students will read representative samples of this faculty's
scholarship and will discuss them with the instructor during a
follow-up session.

RELI W4807 Divine Human Animal. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Ethics and
Values.

This course focuses on "thinking with" animals (Levi-Strauss)
through the lens of the religious imagination. The concentration
will be primarily on "Western" religious cultures, especially
Judaism and the question of Jewishness.

RELI W4810 Mysticism. 4 points.
Introduction to the comparative study of mysticism. Primary
texts read against the backdrop of various theories of the nature of
mysticism, addressing issues such as relationship of mysticism and
tradition and the function of gender in descriptions of mystical
experiences.

RELI W4811 Mystical and Dimensions of Islam and Judaism.
4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Cultures in
Comparison (CUL).

Prerequisites: Instructor's permission (undergrad majors,
concentrators and grad students in religion given priority).
Explores mystical dimensions that have evolved in Judaism and
Islam in a comparative perspective with the aim of pointing to
similarities and differences between the two major religions of
Abraham. Topics include: mystical experience and the possibility
of union in a theistic tradition and the sanctity of scriptural
language and the limits of speech.

RELI W4812 Angels and Demons. 4 points.
Angels and demons -- and similar intermediary beings -- comprise
a prominent and ubiquitous feature of the cultures influenced by
the three major monotheisms, as well as of the cultures influenced
by other spiritual traditions. With a focus on Jewish, Christian
and post-religious environments of "The West," this seminar

explores the history of angels and demons, and their changing
theological meanings, psychological and cultural roles.

RELI W4814 Migration and Religious Change in Comparative
and Historical Perspective. 4 points.
Looking at various forms of migration (voluntary and forced
displacement) and religious communities (African, Muslim,
Jewish), this seminar will explore two critical issues in relation to
mobility and religion. The first is how does geographic mobility
affect immigrant faith, and the second is how does migration
influence the development of religion in the sending and receiving
countries of migrants or diasporas?

RELI W4815 Technology, Religion, Future. 4 points.
This seminar will examine the history of the impact of technology
on religion and vice versa before bringing into focus the main
event: religion today and in the future. We'll bring thinkers
such as E.M. Forster, Mircea Eliade, and Marshall McLuhan
into dialogue with the writings of Arthur Clarke, Ray Kurzweil,
and Jaron Lanier, and look at ethics in a Virtual World; the
relationship between Burning Man, a potential new religion,
and technology; the relevance of God and The Rapture in
Kurzweil's Singularity; what will become of karma when carbon-
based persons merge with silicon-based entities and other
advanced technologies; and the ramifications of immortality, now
imaginable through technology, even for materialists.

RELI W4816 Law and Religion. 4 points.
A seminar introducing the past, present, and future of law and
religion, exploring U.S. and Indian Supreme Court and Beth
Din decisions, Moslem Shari'a, Hindu and Buddhist dharma and
karma, the influence of advanced technology, civil and criminal
liability compared with heterodoxy and heresy, originalism and
fundamentalism, and the ethics of compassionate lawyering.
Reading includes Buddhist Sutras, the Qur'an, the Bible, Hindu
Dharmashastra, and works by Dostoyevsky, Isaac Singer, Holmes,
Dworkin, Plato, Posner, Scalia, al-Shafi'a, and Google's Chief
Engineer.

RELI W4824 Gender and Religion. 4 points.
Examination of the categories and intersections of gender and
religion in understanding of religious origins, personal identities,
religious experience, agency, body images and disciplines,
sexuality, race relations, cultural appropriations, and power
structures.

RELI W4826 Religion, Race and Slavery. 0 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course explores the religious aspects of race and slavery
from the Bible through the abolition of slavery in and around
the Enlightenment, ending in the post-colonial era.  The focus is
mostly on the Atlantic World.

RELI W4828 Religion and the Sexual Body. 4 points.
Theoretical approaches to gender and sexualities, focusing on the
articulation, cultivation, and regulation how bodily practices are
within various religious traditions, including modern secularism.
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RELI W4905 Religion Lab. 4 points.
Discussion Section Required

In their research, scholars of religion employ a variety of methods
to analyze "texts" ranging from historical documents to objects
of visual culture. This course acquaints students with both
the methods and the materials utilized in the field of religious
studies. Through guided exercises, they acquire research skills for
utilizing sources and become familiarized with dominant modes
of scholarly discourse. The class is organized around a series of
research "scavenger hunts" that are due at the start of each week's
class and assigned during the discussion section (to be scheduled
on the first day of class). Additional class meeting on Thursdays.

RELI W4910 Religion and International Development:
Theory and Practice. 4 points.
Both the theory and the practice of international relief and
development raise a host of normative as well as descriptive
issues. This course will examine recent analyses of the impact of
assistance programs on the social and cultural conditions in the
developing world. While the focus will be on the economic and
political developments, the role of religious communities will also
be considered (on both the giving and the receiving ends of the
aid transactions).
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Slavic Languages
Departmental Office: 708 Hamilton; 212-854-3941
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/slavic/

Director of Undergraduate Studies:
Prof. Liza Knapp, 714 Hamilton Hall; 212-854-3941;
lk2180@columbia.edu

Language Coordinator:
Prof. Alla Smyslova, 708 Hamilton; 212-854-8155;
as2157@columbia.edu

The Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures is devoted
to the study of the cultures, literatures, and languages of Russia
and other Slavic peoples and lands. We approach our study and
teaching of these cultures with an eye to their specificity and
attention to their interaction with other cultures, in history and in
the contemporary global context. We focus not only on the rich
literary tradition, but also on the film, theater, politics, art, music,
media, religious thought, critical theory, and intellectual history of
Russians and other Slavs. Our approach is interdisciplinary.

Students who take our courses have different interests. Many
of our courses are taught in English with readings in English
and have no prerequisites. As a consequence, our majors and
concentrators are joined by students from other literature
departments, by students of history and political science who
have a particular interest in the Slavic region, and by others who
are drawn to the subject matter for a variety of intellectual and
practical reasons.

We provide instruction in Russian at all levels (beginning through
very advanced), with a special course for heritage speakers. To
improve the proficiency of Russian learners and speakers, we offer
a number of literature and culture courses in which texts are read
in the original and discussion is conducted in Russian. We offer
three levels of other Slavic languages: Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian,
Czech, Polish, and Ukrainian (with additional courses in culture
in English). All language courses in the Slavic Department develop
the four basic language skills (speaking, listening, reading, and
writing) and cultural understanding.

Our department prides itself on the intellectual vitality of its
program and on the sense of community among students and
faculty. As they explore Russian and Slavic languages, literatures,
and cultures, students develop not only their specific knowledge
and cultural understanding, but also the capacity for critical
thought, skills in analyzing literary and other texts, and the ability
to express their ideas orally and in writing. Our graduates have
used their knowledge and skills in different ways: graduate school,
Fulbright and other fellowships, journalism, publishing, law
school, NGO work, public health, government work, and politics.
Our faculty is proud of its students and graduates.

Majors and Concentrations
Guided by the director of undergraduate studies and other faculty
members, students majoring in Slavic create a program that suits
their intellectual interests and academic goals. They choose from
three tracks: Russian Language and Culture (for those with a
strong interest in mastering the language), Russian Literature
and Culture (for those who want to focus on literary and cultural
studies), and Slavic Studies (a flexible regional studies major for
those interested in one or more Slavic cultures). In each major,
students may count related courses in other departments among
their electives.

In addition to its majors, the department offers five
concentrations. Three are analogous to the major tracks (Russian
Language and Culture, Russian Literature and Culture, and Slavic
Studies). There is also a concentration in Russian Literature that
does not require language study and another concentration in
Slavic Cultures that allows students to focus on a Slavic language
and culture other than Russian.

Motivated seniors are encouraged but not required to write
a senior thesis. Those who write a thesis enroll in the Senior
Seminar in the fall term and work individually with a thesis
adviser. Students have written on a wide range of topics in
literature, culture, media, and politics.

Slavic Culture at Columbia
Outside of the Classroom
All interested students are welcome to take part in departmental
activities, such as conversation hours, Slavic student organizations,
the department's various film series (Russian, East Central
European, Central Asian, and Ukrainian), and the country's first
undergraduate journal of Eastern European and Eurasian Culture,
The Birch. The Slavic Department has close ties to the Harriman
Institute and the East Central European Center, which sponsor
lectures, symposia, performances, and conferences.

Study and Research Abroad
The department encourages its students to enrich their cultural
knowledge and develop their language skills by spending a
semester or summer studying in Russia, the Czech Republic,
Poland, Ukraine, or the countries of the former Yugoslavia.
The department helps students find the program that suits their
needs and interests. Undergraduates may apply to the Harriman
Institute for modest scholarships for research during winter/spring
breaks or the summer.

Faculty
Professors

• Boris Gasparov
• Cathy Popkin
• Irina Reyfman
• Alan Timberlake 

Valentina Izmirlieva (Chair)
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• Liza Knapp

Assistant Professors   
Adam Leeds
Jessica Merrill

Visiting Assistant Professors
• Edward Tyerman (Barnard)

Senior Lecturers
• Alla Smyslova

Lecturers
• Aleksandar Boskovic
• Christopher Caes
• Christopher Harwood
• Nataliya Kun

Yuri Shevchuk

On Leave
• Prof. Gasparov (Spring 2017)

Prof. Leeds (Fall 2016, Spring 2017)
 

•  

Requirements
Guidelines for all Slavic
Majors and Concentrators
Senior Thesis
A senior thesis is not required for any Slavic major. Students
who wish to undertake a thesis project should confer with the
director of undergraduate studies during the registration period
in April of their junior year and register to take RUSS UN3595
Senior Seminar in the fall term of their senior year. Students can
opt to expand the thesis into a two-semester project register for
RUSS UN3998 Supervised Individual Research, with their thesis
adviser, in the spring term of their senior year. Senior Seminar may
satisfy one elective requirement; the optional second semester of
thesis work adds one course to the 15 required for the major.

Grading
Courses in which a grade of D has been received do not count
toward major or concentration requirements.

Major in Russian Language
and Culture
This major is intended for students who aim to attain maximal
proficiency in the Russian language. Intensive language training
is complemented by an array of elective courses in Russian
culture that allow students to achieve critical understanding
of contemporary Russian society and of Russian-speaking

communities around the world. Since this major emphasizes
language acquisition, it is not appropriate for native Russian
speakers.

The program of study consists of 15 courses, distributed as
follows:

Eight semesters of coursework in Russian language (from first-
through fourth-year Russian) or the equivalent
Select two of the following surveys; at least one of these should
be a Russian culture survey (RUSS V3223, RUSS V3228, or
SLCL W3001):

RUSS UN3220 Literature and Empire: The Reign
of the Novel in Russia (19th
Century) [In English]

RUSS UN3221 Literature Revolution [In English]
RUSS UN3223 Magical Mystery Tour: The Legacy

of Old Rus'
SLCL UN3001 Slavic Cultures

RUSS GU4006 Russian Religious Thought, Praxis,
and Literature

CLRS GU4022 Russia and Asia: Orientalism,
Eurasianism, Internationalism

RUSS GU4107 Russian Literature and Culture in
the New Millennium

Five additional courses in Russian culture, history, literature,
art, film, music, or in linguistics, chosen in consultation with
the director of undergraduate studies. At least one of the
selected courses should be taught in Russian

Major in Russian Literature
and Culture
The goal of this major is to make students conversant with a
variety of Russian literary, historical and theoretical texts in the
original, and to facilitate a critical understanding of Russian
literature, culture, and society. It is addressed to students who
would like to complement serious literary studies with intensive
language training, and is especially suitable for those who intend
to pursue an academic career in the Slavic field.

The program of study consists of 15 courses, distributed as
follows:

Six semesters of coursework in Russian language (from first-
through third-year Russian) or the equivalent.
Select three of the following surveys:

RUSS UN3220 Literature and Empire: The Reign
of the Novel in Russia (19th
Century) [In English]

RUSS UN3221 Literature Revolution [In English]
RUSS UN3223 Magical Mystery Tour: The Legacy

of Old Rus'
SLCL UN3001 Slavic Cultures

RUSS GU4006 Russian Religious Thought, Praxis,
and Literature
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CLRS GU4022 Russia and Asia: Orientalism,
Eurasianism, Internationalism

RUSS GU4107 Russian Literature and Culture in
the New Millennium

Six additional courses in Russian literature, culture, history,
film, art, music, or in advanced Russian language, chosen in
consultation with the director of undergraduate studies. At least
one course should be taught in Russian

Students considering graduate study in Russian literature are
strongly advised to complete four years of language training.

Major in Slavic Studies
This flexible major provides opportunities for interdisciplinary
studies within the Slavic field. Students are encouraged to choose
one target language (Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian, Czech, Polish,
Russian, or Ukrainian), though there are possibilities for studying
a second Slavic language as well. Generally, the major has one
disciplinary focus in history, political science, economics, religion,
anthropology, sociology, art, film, or music. In addition, this
program allows students to focus on a particular Slavic (non-
Russian) literature and culture or to do comparative studies of
several Slavic literatures, including Russian. Students should plan
their program with the director of undergraduate studies as early
as possible, since course availability varies from year to year.

The program of study consists of 15 courses, distributed as
follows:

Six semesters of coursework in one Slavic language (from first-
through third-year Russian, Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian, Czech,
Polish, or Ukrainian) or the equivalent.
Two relevant courses in Russian, East/Central European or
Eurasian history.
Two relevant literature or culture courses in Slavic, preferably
related to the target language.
Five additional courses with Slavic content in history,
political science, economics, literature, religion, anthropology,
sociology, art, film, or music, chosen in consultation with the
director of undergraduate studies. Two of these electives may
be language courses for students who opt to include a second
Slavic language in their program.

Altogether students should complete four courses in a single
discipline, including, if appropriate, the required history or
literature/culture courses.

Concentration in Russian
Language and Culture
This program is intended for students who aim to attain
proficiency in the Russian language. Intensive language training
is complemented by an array of elective courses in Russian
culture that allow students to achieve critical understanding
of contemporary Russian society and of Russian-speaking
communities around the world. Since this concentration

emphasizes language acquisition, it is not appropriate for native
Russian speakers.

The program of study consists of 10 courses, distributed as
follows:

Six semesters of coursework in Russian language (from first-
through third-year Russian) or the equivalent.
Select one of the following surveys:
RUSS UN3223 Magical Mystery Tour: The Legacy

of Old Rus'
SLCL UN3001 Slavic Cultures

CLRS GU4022 Russia and Asia: Orientalism,
Eurasianism, Internationalism

Three additional courses in Russian culture, history, literature,
art, film, music, or in linguistics, chosen in consultation
with the director of undergraduate studies; at least one of the
selected courses should be taught in Russian.

Concentration in Slavic
(Non-Russian) Language and
Culture
This program is intended for students who aim to attain
proficiency in a Slavic language other than Russian. Intensive
language training is complemented by an array of elective
courses in Slavic cultures that allow students to achieve critical
understanding of the communities that are shaped by the Slavic
language of their choice. Since this concentration emphasizes
language acquisition, it is not appropriate for native speakers of
the target language.

The program of study consists of 10 courses, distributed as
follows:

Six semesters of coursework in one Slavic language (from first-
through third-year Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian, Czech, Polish, or
Ukrainian) or the equivalent.
Four additional courses in Slavic literature, culture or history,
or in linguistics, chosen in consultation with the director of
undergraduate studies; at least two should be directly related to
the target language of study.

Concentration in Russian
Literature and Culture
The goal of this concentration is to make students conversant
with a variety of Russian literary texts and cultural artifacts
that facilitate a critical understanding of Russian culture. It
is addressed to students who would like to combine language
training with study of the Russian literary tradition.

The program of study consists of 10 courses, distributed as
follows:

Four semesters of coursework in Russian language (first- and
second-year Russian) or the equivalent.
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Select two of the following surveys:
RUSS UN3220 Literature and Empire: The Reign

of the Novel in Russia (19th
Century) [In English]

RUSS UN3221 Literature Revolution [In English]
RUSS UN3223 Magical Mystery Tour: The Legacy

of Old Rus'
RUSS GU4006 Russian Religious Thought, Praxis,

and Literature
SLCL UN3001 Slavic Cultures

CLRS GU4022 Russia and Asia: Orientalism,
Eurasianism, Internationalism

RUSS GU4107 Russian Literature and Culture in
the New Millennium

Four additional courses in Russian literature, culture,
and history, chosen in consultation with the director of
undergraduate studies.

Concentration in Slavic
Studies
This flexible concentration provides opportunities for
interdisciplinary studies within the Slavic field. Students are
encouraged to choose one target language (Bosnian-Croatian-
Serbian, Czech, Polish, Russian, or Ukrainian), and one
disciplinary focus in history, political science, economics, religion,
anthropology, sociology, art, film, or music. In addition, this
program allows students to focus on a particular Slavic (non-
Russian) literature and culture, or to do comparative studies of
several Slavic literatures, including Russian.

The program of study consists of 10 courses, distributed as
follows:

Four semesters of coursework in one Slavic language (first- and
second-year Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian, Czech, Polish, Russian,
or Ukrainian) or the equivalent.
One relevant courses in Russian, East/Central European or
Eurasian history.
One relevant literature or culture course in Slavic, preferably
related to the target language.
Four additional courses with Slavic content in history,
political science, economics, literature, religion, anthropology,
sociology, art, film, or music, chosen in consultation with the
director of undergraduate studies

Altogether students should complete three courses in a single
discipline, including, if appropriate, the required history or
literature/culture courses.

Concentration in Russian
Literature
This concentration is addressed to serious literature students
who would like to pursue Russian literature but have no training
in Russian. It allows students to explore the Russian literary

tradition, while perfecting their critical skills and their techniques
of close reading in a variety of challenging courses in translation.

The program of study consists of 8 courses, with no language
requirements, distributed as follows:

Select two of the following Russian literature surveys (in
translation):

RUSS UN3220 Literature and Empire: The Reign
of the Novel in Russia (19th
Century) [In English]

RUSS UN3221 Literature Revolution [In English]
Six additional courses, focused primarily on Russian literature,
culture, and history, though courses in other Slavic literatures
are also acceptable if approved by the director of undergraduate
studies.

Relevant literature courses from other departments may count
toward the concentration only if approved by the director of
undergraduate studies.

Courses
Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian
Language and Literature
BCRS UN1101 Elementary Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian I. 4
points.
Essentials of the spoken and written language. Prepares students to
read texts of moderate difficulty by the end of the first year.

Fall 2016: BCRS UN1101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

BCRS 1101 001/60639 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
352c International
Affairs Bldg

Aleksandar
Boskovic

4 9

BCRS UN1102 Elementary Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian II. 4
points.
Essentials of the spoken and written language. Prepares students to
read texts of moderate difficulty by the end of the first year.

Spring 2017: BCRS UN1102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

BCRS 1102 001/28675 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
352c International
Affairs Bldg

Aleksandar
Boskovic

4 8/12

BCRS UN2101 Intermediate Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian I. 3
points.
Prerequisites: BCRS W1102 or the equivalent.
Readings in Serbian/Croatian/Bosnian literature in the original,
with emphasis depending upon the needs of individual students.

Fall 2016: BCRS UN2101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

BCRS 2101 001/71598 M W F 11:40am -
12:55pm

Aleksandar
Boskovic

3 5
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352b International
Affairs Bldg

BCRS UN2102 Intermediate Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian II. 3
points.
Prerequisites: BCRS W1102 or the equivalent.
Readings in Serbian/Croatian/Bosnian literature in the original,
with emphasis depending upon the needs of individual students.
This course number has been changed to BCRS 2102

Spring 2017: BCRS UN2102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

BCRS 2102 001/86347 M W F 11:40am -
12:55pm
352b International
Affairs Bldg

Aleksandar
Boskovic

3 6/12

BCRS W4002 (Dis)integration in Frames: Race, Ethnicity
and gender Issues in Yugoslav and Post Yugoslav Cinemas. 3
points.
This course investigates the complex relationship between
aesthetics and ideology in Yugoslav and post-Yugoslav cinema.
Specifically, it examines the variety of ways in which race,
ethnicity, gender inequality, and national identity are approached,
constructed, promoted, or contested and critically dissected in
film texts from the Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia
(SFRY) and its successor states (Bosnia, Croatia, Serbia, FYR
Macedonia). The course has four thematic units and is organized
chronologically.

BCRS GU4331 Advanced Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian I. 3
points.
Prerequisites: BCRS W2102.
Further develops skills in speaking, reading, and writing, using
essays, short stories, films, and fragments of larger works.
Reinforces basic grammar and introduces more complete
structures.

Fall 2016: BCRS GU4331

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

BCRS 4331 001/25526 M W F 1:10pm -
2:25pm
352b International
Affairs Bldg

Aleksandar
Boskovic

3 1

BCRS GU4332 Advanced Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian II. 3
points.
Prerequisites: BCRS W2102.
Further develops skills in speaking, reading, and writing, using
essays, short stories, films, and fragments of larger works.
Reinforces basic grammar and introduces more complete
structures.

Spring 2017: BCRS GU4332

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

BCRS 4332 001/11029 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
718 Hamilton Hall

Aleksandar
Boskovic

3 1/12

Comparative Literature -
Czech
CLCZ W4020 Czech Culture Before Czechoslovakia. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: sophomore standing or the instructor's permission.
An interpretive cultural history of the Czechs from earliest times
to the founding of the first Czechoslovak republic in 1918.
Emphasis on the origins, decline, and resurgence of Czech
national identity as reflected in the visual arts, architecture, music,
historiography, and especially the literature of the Czechs.

CLCZ W4030 Postwar Czech Literature [in English]. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

A survey of postwar Czech fiction and drama. Knowledge of
Czech not necessary. Parallel reading lists available in translation
and in the original.

CLCZ GU4035 The Writers of Prague. 3 points.
A survey of the Czech, German, and German-Jewish literary
cultures of Prague from 1910 to 1920. Special attention to Hašek,
ÄŒapek, Kafka, Werfel, and Rilke. Parallel reading lists available
in English and in the original.

Fall 2016: CLCZ GU4035

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CLCZ 4035 001/66375 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
522d Kent Hall

Christopher
Harwood

3 2

CLCZ GU4038 Prague Spring of '68 in Film and Literature
[In English]. 3 points.
The course explores the unique period in Czech film and literature
during the 1960s that emerged as a reaction to the imposed
socialist realism. The new generation of writers (Kundera,
Skvorecky, Havel, Hrabal) in turn had an influence on young
emerging film makers, all of whom were part of the Czech new
wave.

Spring 2017: CLCZ GU4038

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CLCZ 4038 001/12870 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
613 Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Harwood

3 6/25

Comparative Literature -
Polish
CLPL V3235 Imagining the Self. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Examines the literary construction of the self by comparing
autobiographical and fictional texts from antiquity to the
present. Focus on how the narrating self is masked, illusory,
ventriloquized, or otherwise problematic. Works include Homer,
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Vergil, Rousseau, Wordsworth, Dostoevsky, Nabokov, and
theoretical texts.

CLPL W4020 North America in the Mirror of Polish
Literature. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: A knowledge of Polish is not required and all
lectures are available in English.
Considers the reflections of American culture in Polish literature.
All aspects of American life viewed through the lenses of the
Polish writers, bringing into focus their perceptions of a different
political, hitorical, and aesthetic experience

CLPL W4040 Mickiewicz. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

The Polish literary scene that in this particular period stretched
from Moscow, Petersburg, and Odessa, to Vilna, Paris, Rome.
The concept of exile, so central to Polish literature of the 19th-
century and world literature of the 20th will be introduced
and discussed. The course will offer the opportunity to see the
new Romantic trend initially evolving from classicism, which
it vigorously opposed and conquered. We will examine how
the particular literary form - sonnet, ballad, epic poem and the
romantic drama developed on the turf of the Polish language. Also
we will see how such significant themes as madness, Romantic
suicide, Romantic irony, and elements of Islam and Judaism
manifested themselves in the masterpieces of Polish poetry.
The perception of Polish Romanticism in other, especially
Slavic, literatures will be discussed and a comparative approach
encouraged.Most of the texts to be discussed were translated into
the major European languages. Mickiewicz was enthusiastically
translated into Russian by the major Russian poets of all times;
students of Russian may read his works in its entirety in that
language. The class will engage in a thorough analysis of the
indicated texts; the students' contribution to the course based on
general knowledge of the period, of genres, and/or other related
phenomena is expected.

CLPL G4042 Bestsellers of Polish Literature. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

A study of the 20th-century Polish novel during its most
invigorated, innovative inter-war period. A close study of the
major works of Kuncewiczowa, Choromanski, Wittlin, Unilowski,
Kurek, Iwaszkiewicz, Gombrowicz, and Schulz. The development
of the Polish novel will be examined against the background of
new trends in European literature, with emphasis on the usage of
various narrative devices. Reading knowledge of Polish desirable
but not required. Parallel reading lists are available in the original
and in translation.

CLPL W4120 The Polish Short Story in a Comparitive
Context. 3 points.

CLPL W4300 Unbound and Post Dependent: The Polish
Novel After 1989. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This seminar is designed to offer an overview of Post-1989
Polish prose. The literary output of what is now called post-
dependent literature demonstrates how political transformations
influenced social and intellectual movements and transformed
the narrative genre itself. The aesthetic and formal developments
in Polish prose will be explored as a manifestation of a complex
phenomenon bringing the reassessment of national myths, and
cultural aspirations. Works by Dorota Maslowska, Andrzej
Stasiuk, Pawel Huelle, Olga Tokarczuk, Magdalena Tulli and
others will be read and discussed. Knowledge of Polish not
required.

Comparative Literature - Slavic
CLSL GU4003 Central European Drama in the Twentieth
Century. 3 points.
Focus will be on the often deceptive modernity of modern Central
and East European theater and its reflection of the forces that
shaped modern European society. It will be argued that the
abstract, experimental drama of the twentieth-century avant-garde
tradition seems less vital at the century's end than the mixed forms
of Central and East European dramatists.

Spring 2017: CLSL GU4003

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CLSL 4003 001/22296 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
613 Hamilton Hall

Ivan
Sanders

3 4/8

CLSL W4004 Introduction to Twentieth-Century Central
European Fiction. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course introduces students to works of literature that offer a
unique perspective on the tempestuous twentieth century, if only
because these works for the most part were written in "minor"
languages (Czech, Polish, Hungarian, Serbian), in countries
long considered part of the European backwaters, whose people
were not makers but victims of history. Yet the authors of many
of these works are today ranked among the masters of modern
literature. Often hailing from highly stratisfied , conservative
societies, many Eastern and Central European writers became
daring literary innovators and experimenters. To the present day,
writers from this "other" Europe try to escape history, official
cultures, politics, and end up redefining them for their readers.
We will be dealing with a disparate body of literature, varied
both in form and content. But we will try to pinpoint subtle
similarities, in tone and sensibility, and focus, too, on the more
apparent preoccupation with certain themes that may be called
characteristically Central European.

CLSL G4008 Slavic Avant-Garde Surfaces. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This lecture course will provide a punctual survey of the major
trends and figures in the interwar visual culture and avant-garde
poetry of the Soviet Russia and East Central Europe (Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Yugoslavia), including the opulent
field of their intersection. Topics include various interfaces of
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visual culture and graphic arts, such as public spaces, walls,
propaganda trains, windows, postcards, posters, books, and
screens. The course will address the innovative use of typography
and photography, typophoto and photomontage, as well as the
short written and hybrid genres such as manifesto, cinepoetry,
photo essay, and photo frescoes. We will discuss poets and artists
such as Mayakovsky, Lissitsky, Rodchenko, Klutsis, Vertov, Teige,
Nezval, Sutnar, Štirsky, Szczuka, Stern, Themersons, Kassák,
Kertész, Moholy-Nagy, Goll, MiciÄ‡, VuÄ#o, MatiÄ‡. Each
session will include a lecture followed by discussion.

CLSL GU4075 Soviet and Post-Soviet, Colonial and Post
Colonial Film. 3 points.
The course will discuss how filmmaking has been used as an
instrument of power and imperial domination in the Soviet
Union as well as on post-Soviet space since 1991. A body of
selected films by Soviet and post-Soviet directors which exemplify
the function of filmmaking as a tool of appropriation of the
colonized, their cultural and political subordination by the Soviet
center will be examined in terms of postcolonial theories. The
course will focus both on Russian cinema and often overlooked
work of Ukrainian, Georgian, Belarusian, Armenian, etc. national
film schools and how they participated in the communist project
of fostering a «new historic community of the Soviet people» as
well as resisted it by generating, in hidden and, since 1991, overt
and increasingly assertive ways their own counter-narratives. Close
attention will be paid to the new Russian film as it re-invents
itself within the post-Soviet imperial momentum projected on the
former Soviet colonies.

Spring 2017: CLSL GU4075

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CLSL 4075 001/79782 T 6:10pm -
10:00pm
407 Hamilton Hall

Yuri
Shevchuk

3 5/18

CLSL GU4995 Central European Jewish Literature:
Assimilation and Its Discontents. 3 points.
Examines prose and poetry by writers generally less accessible
to the American student written in the major Central European
languages: German, Hungarian, Czech, and Polish. The
problematics of assimilation, the search for identity, political
commitment and disillusionment are major themes, along with
the defining experience of the century: the Holocaust; but because
these writers are often more removed from their Jewishness,
their perspective on these events and issues may be different.
The influence of Franz Kafka on Central European writers, the
post-Communist Jewish revival, defining the Jewish voice in an
otherwise disparate body of works.

Fall 2016: CLSL GU4995

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CLSL 4995 001/73320 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
408 Hamilton Hall

Ivan
Sanders

3 7

CLSL G6200 Mulsim and Christian in Balkan Narratives. 4
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

  This course explores the tangled relations of Muslims and
Christians in the Balkans through the stories they tell of each
other and the foreign narratives about themselves that they
import, absorb, and resist. The course defines “narrative” broadly
and probes creative storytelling across media and genres, asking
methodological questions about narration and narrative inquiry
and developing students’ skills for reading both narrative texts and
the complex social contexts that produce and sustain them. Its
introductory part, “Cities of the Book: Geographies of Conflict
and Coexistence,” will familiarize students with the region
through case studies of three cities that have served as symbols
of Balkan conflict and convivencia: Sarajevo, Thessaloniki, and
Istanbul. The second part, “(Broken) Mirrors and Bridges (to
Nowhere),” focuses on four novels by highly visible fiction
writers from the region (Pamuk, PaviÄ‡, AndriÄ‡, and Kadare).
In the third part, “My Neighbor, My Enemy,” students—
drawing from a range of heterogeneous narratives—are invited to
consider whether Muslim-Christian violence is indeed inevitable,
how interreligious hatred can be countered, and what effective
strategies exist for cultivating “neighborliness” in multi-religious
societies. No knowledge of Balkan languages required.

Comparative Literature -
Russian
CLRS UN3307 (Russian) Literary Playgrounds: Adventures in
Textual Paichnidology. 3 points.
There's a lot to be said for the virtues of play!  This course
proceeds from the notion that while we may be accustomed to
considering it as little more than frivolous activity, play is a serious
business with great potential for enriching our social, creative,
and scholarly lives.  Over the course of the semester we will read
a number of theorists and authors who suggest that play has
profound aesthetic, ethical, and epistemological dimensions while
we blur the lines between literature and philosophy, science and
the arts, the serious and the absurd.....

Spring 2017: CLRS UN3307

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CLRS 3307 001/80796 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
315 Hamilton Hall

Benjamin
Lussier

3 6/20

CLRS UN3308 RUSSIAN LITERATURE: A TRAVEL
GUIDE. 3 points.
This course is designed as a journey through twentieth century
Russian literature outside the borders of Russia/the USSR itself.
Starting in London, the students will travel south through
Western European cities and later on to North America. The
students will spend between one and three weeks in each location
and learn about the history of Russian exiles, émigrés and travelers
in that particular city or country. Each week will be focused on a
particular period or theme in this Russian literature from abroad.
Through novels, short stories, letters, websites, films and images,
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the students will explore each place in the minds of Russian
writers and artists. The course will furthermore emphasize the
relationship between city and text. Students will be encouraged to
draw maps, describe architecture and analyze urban phenomena
such as the museum as they are represented by the materials we
study in class.

CLRS V3224 Nabokov. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course examines the writing (including major novels, short
stories, essays and memoirs) of the Russian-American author
Vladimir Nabokov. Special attention to literary politics and
gamesmanship and the author's unique place within both the
Russian and Anglo-American literary traditions. Knowledge of
Russian not required.

CLRS V3501 How to Tell a War Story: Narratives About War
from Leo Tolstoy to the Present. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

We will read a range of works about war, from Tolstoy’s war
stories to contemporary American war fiction, reporting, memoirs,
and essays.  Each author attempts to capture and convey the truth
about war, subject matter that challenges language, narrative,
memory, and understanding.  What means do the authors use to
tell their war stories?  What truths do they reveal about war, death,
love, responsibility, and the human condition?  Authors include:
Leo Tolstoy, William Russell, Ambrose Pierce, Stephen Crane,
Henri Barbusse, Isaac Babel, Erich Maria Remarque, Virginia
Woolf, Ernest Hemingway, Philip Caputo, Tim O’Brien, Kevin
Powers, Siobhan Fallon, Phil Klay, and others.  (All readings in
English.)

CLRS GU4011 Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and the English Novel
[in English]. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Literature
(LIT).

A close reading of works by Dostoevsky (Netochka Nezvanova;
The Idiot; "A Gentle Creature") and Tolstoy (Childhood, Boyhood,
Youth; "Family Happiness"; Anna Karenina; "The Kreutzer
Sonata") in conjunction with related English novels (Bronte's Jane
Eyre, Eliot's Middlemarch, Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway). No knowledge
of Russian is required.

Fall 2016: CLRS GU4011

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CLRS 4011 001/63300 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
702 Hamilton Hall

Liza Knapp 3 52/86

CLRS W4022 Russia and Asia: Orientalism, Eurasianism,
Internationalism. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course explores the formation of Russian national and
imperial identity through ideologies of geography, focusing on

a series of historical engagements with the concept of "Asia."
How has the Mongol conquest shaped a sense of Russian identity
as something destinct from Europe? How has Russian culture
participated in Orientalist portrayals of conquered Asian lands,
while simultaneously being Orientalized by Europe and, indeed,
Orientalizing itself? How do concepts of Eurasianism and socialist
internationalism, both arising in the ealry 20th century, seek to
redraw the geography of Russia's relations with East and West?
We will explore these questions through a range of materials,
including: literary texts by Russian and non-Russian writers
(Pushkin, Lermontov, Tolstoy, Solovyov, Bely, Blok, Pilnyak,
Khlebnikov, Planotov, Xiao Hong, Kurban Said, Aitimatov,
Iskander, Bordsky); films (Eisenstein, Tarkovsky, Kalatozov,
Paradjanov, Mikhalkov); music and dance (the Ballets Russes);
visual art (Vereshchagin, Roerich); and theoretical and secondary
readings by Chaadaev, Said, Bassin, Trubetskoy, Leontievm,
Lenin, and others.

CLRS W4016 Petersburg Texts. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course will explore the concept of the Petersburg Text, its
origins, development, and continuations. We will read classic,
nineteenth-centurt Petersburg texts by Pushin ("The Bronze
Horseman," "The Queen of Spades"), Gogol (the Petersburg
tales), and Dostoevsky ("White Nights," The Double, Crime
and Punishment) Leskov's parody of the tradition ("Apparation
at the Engineer's Castle"), Bely's Petersburg, Daniil Kharms'
'old women" stories, Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita, and some
contemporary Petersburg noir stories. No knowledge of Russian
required.

CLRS W4017 Chekhov [English]. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

A close reading of Chekhov's best work in the genres on which
he left an indelible mark (the short story and the drama) on the
subjects that left an indelible imprint on him (medical science,
the human body, identity, topography, the nature of news,
the problem of knowledge, the access to pain, the necessity of
dying, the structure of time, the self and the world, the part and
the whole) via the modes of inquiry (diagnosis and deposition,
expedition and exegesis, library and laboratory, microscopy and
materialism, intimacy and invasion) and forms of documentation
(the itinerary, the map, the calendar, the photograph, the icon,
the Gospel, the Koan, the lie, the love letter, the case history, the
obituary, the pseudonym, the script) that marked his era (and
ours). No knowledge of Russian required.

CLRS W4190 Race, Ethnicity, and Narrative, in the Russian/
Soviet Empire. 3 points.
CC/GS/SEAS: Partial Fulfillment of Global Core Requirement
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course examines the literary construction of ethnic and
cultural identity in texts drawn from the literatures of ethnic
minorities and non-Slavic nationalities that coexist within the
Russian and Soviet imperial space, with attention to the historical
and political context in which literary discourses surrounding
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racial, ethnic, and cultural particularity develop. Organized
around three major regions -- the Caucasus, Central Asia, and
the Russian Far East --readings include canonical "classics" by
Aitmatov, Iskander, and Rytkheu as well as less-known texts, both
"official" and censored.

Czech Language and
Literature
CZCH UN1101 Elementary Czech I. 4 points.
Essentials of the spoken and written language. Prepare students to
read texts of moderate difficulty by the end of the first year.

Fall 2016: CZCH UN1101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CZCH
1101

001/27171 T Th F 10:10am -
11:25am
406 Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Harwood

4 1/18

CZCH UN1102 Elementary Czech II. 4 points.
Essentials of the spoken and written language. Prepare students to
read texts of moderate difficulty by the end of the first year.

Spring 2017: CZCH UN1102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CZCH
1102

001/60303 T Th F 10:10am -
11:25am
406 Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Harwood

4 1/20

CZCH W2101 Intermediate Czech I. 4 points.
Prerequisites: CZCH W1102 or the equivalent.
Rapid review of grammar. Readings in contemporary fiction and
nonfiction, depending upon the interests of individual students.

CZCH W2102 Intermediate Czech II. 4 points.
Prerequisites: CZCH W1102 or the equivalent.
Rapid review of grammar. Readings in contemporary fiction and
nonfiction, depending upon the interests of individual students.

CZCH GU4333 Readings in Czech Literature, I. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Literature
(LIT).

Prerequisites: two years of college Czech or the equivalent.
A close study in the original of representative works of Czech
literature. Discussion and writing assignments in Czech aimed at
developing advanced language proficiency.

Fall 2016: CZCH GU4333

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CZCH
4333

001/17177 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
315 Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Harwood

3 2

CZCH GU4334 Readings in Czech Literature, II. 3 points.
Prerequisites: two years of college Czech or the equivalent.

A close study in the original of representative works of Czech
literature. Discussion and writing assignments in Czech aimed at
developing advanced language proficiency.

Spring 2017: CZCH GU4334

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

CZCH
4334

001/67008 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
408 Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Harwood

3 0/10

History - Slavic
HSSL W3224 Cities and Civilizations: an Introduction To
Eurasian Studies. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

An introduction to the study of the region formerly occupied by
the Russian and Soviet Empires focusing on cities as the space
of self-definition, encounter, and tension among constituent
peoples. Focus on incorporating and placing in dialogue diverse
disciplinary approaches to the study of the city through reading
and analysis of historical, literary, and theoretical texts as well as
film, music, painting, and architecture. Group(s): B

HSSL W3860 Post-Socialist Cities of Eurasia. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Beginning with the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, the
reorganization of urban life was a central goal of Marxist-Leninist
state socialism. Despite its claim to be making a radical break
with the past, however, this new vision of the city was realized
in practice through interaction with earlier urban forms, and the
legacy of socialist urbanity continues to be felt in the physical
spaces and daily lives of current post-Soviet and post-communist
metropolises. This course examines the "socialist city" from its
origins in the early USSR, through its transformations across time
and space in Eastern Europe and East Asia, down to the present
day. Our definition of "Eurasia" therefore extends beyond the
former Soviet space to include cities in socialist and post-socialist
societies such as China, East Germany, Poland, Mongolia,
and North Korea. The course will also venture as far afield as
Havana, Brasilia, Mexico City, and New York, considering the
socialist city as an experiment in urban living carried out in
various times and places well outside the former socialist "bloc."
These cities will be studied through a variety of sources across
several disciplines, including history, literature, film, art and
architecture, anthropology and geography. The spring course
continues with the Global Scholars Program Summer Workshop
2014, "Contemporary Cities of Eurasia: Berlin, Moscow, Ulan
Bator, Beijing." Students are expected to enroll in both courses.

HSSL W4860 Post-Socialist Cities of Eurasia. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Beginning with the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, the
reorganization of urban life was a central goal of Marxist-Leninist
state socialism. Despite its claim to be making a radical break
with the past, however, this new vision of the city was realized
in practice through interaction with earlier urban forms, and the
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legacy of socialist urbanity continues to be felt in the physical
spaces and daily lives of current post-Soviet and post-communist
metropolises. This course examines the "socialist city" from its
origins in the early USSR, through its transformations across time
and space in Eastern Europe and East Asia, down to the present
day. Our definition of "Eurasia" therefore extends beyond the
former Soviet space to include cities in socialist and post-socialist
societies such as China, East Germany, Poland, Mongolia,
and North Korea. The course will also venture as far afield as
Havana, Brasilia, Mexico City, and New York, considering the
socialist city as an experiment in urban living carried out in
various times and places well outside the former socialist "bloc."
These cities will be studied through a variety of sources across
several disciplines, including history, literature, film, art and
architecture, anthropology and geography. The spring course
continues with the Global Scholars Program Summer Workshop
2014, "Contemporary Cities of Eurasia: Berlin, Moscow, Ulan
Bator, Beijing." Students are expected to enroll in both courses.

Polish Language and
Literature
POLI UN1101 Elementary Polish I. 4 points.
Essentials of the spoken and written language. Prepares students to
read texts of moderate difficulty by the end of the first year.

Fall 2016: POLI UN1101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLI 1101 001/72965 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
408 Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Caes

4 8/18

POLI UN1102 Elementary Polish II. 4 points.
Essentials of the spoken and written language. Prepares students to
read texts of moderate difficulty by the end of the first year.

Spring 2017: POLI UN1102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLI 1102 001/24236 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
255 International
Affairs Bldg

Christopher
Caes

4 8/15

POLI W2101 Intermediate Polish I. 4 points.
Prerequisites: POLI W1102 or the equivalent.
Rapid review of grammar; readings in contemporary nonfiction or
fiction, depending on the interests of individual students.

POLI W2102 Intermediate Polish II. 4 points.
Prerequisites: POLI W1102 or the equivalent.
Rapid review of grammar; readings in contemporary nonfiction or
fiction, depending on the interests of individual students.

POLI GU4101 Advanced Polish I. 4 points.
Prerequisites: two years of college Polish or the instructor's
permission.

Extensive readings from 19th- and 20th-century texts in the
original. Both fiction and nonfiction, with emphasis depending on
the interests and needs of individual students.

Fall 2016: POLI GU4101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLI 4101 001/65916 M W F 2:40pm -
3:55pm
716a Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Caes

4 2/18

POLI GU4102 Advanced Polish II. 4 points.
Prerequisites: two years of college Polish or the instructor's
permission.
Extensive readings from 19th- and 20th-century texts in the
original. Both fiction and nonfiction, with emphasis depending on
the interests and needs of individual students.

Spring 2017: POLI GU4102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

POLI 4102 001/65624 M W F 2:40pm -
3:55pm
716a Hamilton Hall

Christopher
Caes

4 4/18

POLI W4050 Contemporary Polish Poetry. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: A knowledge of Polish is not required.

POLI W3997 Supervised Individual Research. 2-4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: the department's permission.

Romanian Language and
Literature
Russian Language
RUSS UN1101 First-year Russian I. 5 points.
Grammar, reading, composition, and conversation.

Fall 2016: RUSS UN1101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 1101 001/65419 M T W Th 8:50am
- 9:55am
709 Hamilton Hall

Erica
Drennan

5 10/12

RUSS 1101 002/17487 M T W Th 10:10am
- 11:15am
709 Hamilton Hall

Nataliya
Kun

5 8/12

RUSS 1101 004/61994 M T W Th 1:10pm
- 2:15pm
709 Hamilton Hall

Benjamin
Lussier

5 7/12

RUSS 1101 005/75915 M T W Th 2:40pm
- 3:45pm
709 Hamilton Hall

Vera Senina 5 7/12

RUSS 1101 006/27884 M T W Th 6:10pm
- 7:15pm
709 Hamilton Hall

Michael
Gluck

5 7/12

RUSS UN1102 First-year Russian II. 5 points.
Grammar, reading, composition, and conversation.
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Spring 2017: RUSS UN1102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 1102 001/75241 M T W Th 8:50am
- 9:55am
709 Hamilton Hall

Erica
Drennan

5 11/12

RUSS 1102 002/63835 M T W Th 10:10am
- 11:15am
709 Hamilton Hall

Nataliya
Kun

5 9/12

RUSS 1102 004/28894 M T W Th 2:40pm
- 3:45pm
709 Hamilton Hall

Vera Senina 5 6/12

RUSS 1102 005/29945 M T W Th 6:10pm
- 7:15pm
408 Hamilton Hall

Michael
Gluck

5 3/12

RUSS UN3101 Third-year Russian I. 4 points.
Limited enrollment.

Prerequisites: RUSS 2102 or the equivalent, and the instructor's
permission.
Recommended for students who wish to improve their
active command of Russian. Emphasis on conversation and
composition. Reading and discussion of selected texts and
videotapes. Lectures. Papers and oral reports required. Conducted
entirely in Russian.

Fall 2016: RUSS UN3101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 3101 001/67905 M W F 1:10pm -
2:25pm
116 Knox Hall

Nataliya
Kun

4 8/12

RUSS 3101 002/19400 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
707 Hamilton Hall

Alla
Smyslova

4 7/12

RUSS UN3102 Third-Year Russian II. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Prerequisites: RUSS V3331:RUSS 1202 or the
equivalent and the instructor's permission.
Prerequisite for V3332: Russian V3331 or the equivalent.
Enrollment limited. Recommended for students who wish
to improve their active command of Russian. Emphasis on
conversation and composition. Reading and discussion of selected
texts and videotapes. Lectures. Papers and oral reports required.
Conducted entirely in Russian.

Spring 2017: RUSS UN3102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 3102 001/60636 M W F 1:10pm -
2:25pm
406 Hamilton Hall

Nataliya
Kun

4 8/12

RUSS 3102 002/73456 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
707 Hamilton Hall

Alla
Smyslova

4 9/12

RUSS W4333 Fourth-year Russian I. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Three years of college Russian and the instructor's
permission.

Systematic study of problems in Russian syntax; written exercises,
translations into Russian, and compositions. Conducted entirely
in Russian.

RUSS W4334 Fourth-year Russian II. 4 points.
Prerequisites: three years of college Russian and the instructor's
permission.
Discussion of different styles and levels of language, including
word usage and idiomatic expression; written exercises, analysis of
texts, and compositions. Conducted entirely in Russian.

RUSS W4351 Moving to Advanced-Plus: Language, Culture,
Society in Russian Today. 3 points.
Prerequisites: eight semesters of college Russian and the
instructorâ€™s permission.
The course is designed to provide advanced and highly-motivated
undergraduate and graduate students of various majors with an
opportunity to develop professional vocabulary and discourse
devices that will help them to discuss their professional fields in
Russian with fluency and accuracy. The course targets all four
language competencies: speaking, listening, reading and writing,
as well as cultural understanding. Conducted in Russian.

RUSS W4433 Specific Problems in Mastering Russian. 3
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: four years of college Russian and the instructorâ€™s
permission.
The Russian verb (basic stem system, aspect, locomotion);
prefixes; temporal, spatial, and causal relationships; word order;
word formation.

RUSS W4432 Contrastive Phonetics and Grammar of Russian
and English. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: RUSS W4334 or the equivalent and the instructor's
permission.
Comparative phonetic, intonational, and morphological structures
of Russian and English, with special attention to typical problems
for American speakers of Russian.

RUSS W4434 Practical Stylistics [in Russian]. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: RUSS W4334 or the equivalent or the instructor's
permission.
Focuses on theoretical matters of style and the stylistic
conventions of Russian expository prose, for advanced students of
Russian who wish to improve their writing skills.

Russian Literature (In English)
RUSS UN3221 Literature & Revolution [In English]. 3 points.
Survey of Russian literature from symbolism to the culture of high
Stalinism and post-Socialist realism of the 1960-70s, including
major works by Andrei Bely, Blok, Olesha, Babel, Bulgakov,
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Platonov, Zoshchenko, Kharms, Kataev, Pasternak, Venedikt
Erofeev. Knowledge of Russian not required.

Spring 2017: RUSS UN3221

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 3221 001/07073 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
302 Milbank Hall

Edward
Tyerman

3 16

RUSS UN3222 Tolstoy and Dostoevsky [In English]. 3 points.
Two epic novels, Tolstoy's War and Peace and Dostoevsky's The
Brothers Karamazov, will be read along with selected shorter
works. Other works by Tolstoy include his early Sebastopol
Sketches, which changed the way war is represented in literature;
Confession, which describes his spiritual crisis; the late stories
"Kreutzer Sonata" and "Hadji Murad"; and essays on capital
punishment and a visit to a slaughterhouse. Other works
by Dostoevsky include his fictionalized account of life in
Siberian prison camp, The House of the Dead; Notes from the
Underground, his philosophical novella on free will, determinism,
and love; "A Gentle Creature," a short story on the same themes;
and selected essays from Diary of a Writer. The focus will be on
close reading of the texts. Our aim will be to develop strategies 
for appreciating the structure and form, the powerful ideas, the
engaging storylines, and the human interest in the writings of
Tolstoy and Dostoevsky. No knowledge of Russian is required.

Spring 2017: RUSS UN3222

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 3222 001/11037 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
703 Hamilton Hall

Liza Knapp 3 33/86

RUSS V3223 Magical Mystery Tour: The Legacy of Old Rus'.
3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Winston Churchill famously defined Russia as "a riddle wrapped
in a mystery inside an enigma." This course aims at demystifying
Russia by focusing on the core of its "otherness" in the eyes of
the West: its religious culture. We will explore an array of texts,
practices and pragmatic sites of Russian religious life across such
traditional divides as medieval and modern, popular and elite,
orthodox and heretical. Icons, liturgical rituals, illuminated
manuscripts, magic amulets, religious sects, feasting and fasting,
traveling practices from pilgrimages to tourism, politcial myths
and literary mystification, decadent projects of life-creation, and
fervent anticipation of the End are all part of the tour that is as
illuminating as it is fun. No knowledge of Russian required.

RUSS V3305 The Poetics of Censorship After the Thaw. 3
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course will explore Russian culture after Stalin and after
Khrushchev's Thaw, focusing on the evolution of censorship
and the ways in which writers responded to different types of
censorship over time. While the course will deall mainly with

literature and writers, it will also touch on film, television, art,
and music, including popular culture. Students will analyze the
categories of "official" and "dissident" culture, moving beyond
a black and white understanding of censorship, conformity,
and dissidence in the Soviet Union and contemporary Russia.
Readings will include works that were published or shown though
official channels as well as those written "for the drawer" or
for small circle of friends, or published in samizdat or abroad.
Artistic texts will be supplemented with secondary readings
that will provide historical context and theoretical grounding,
with sampling of different approaches (literary, historical,
anthropological. All readings will be in English; no knowledge of
Russian is required.

RUSS W4006 Russian Religious Thought, Praxis, and
Literature. 3 points.
This course examines the interaction of religious thought, praxis,
and literature in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
As the Russian Empire sought to define it place in the world,
many Russian writers and thinkers turned to religious experience
as a source of meaning. A varied body of work emerged as they
responded to the tradition of Russian Orthodoxy. The goals of
this course are to acquaint students with key texts of Russian
religious thought and to give students the knowledge and tools
required for critical inquiry into the religious dimension of
Russian literature and culture.

RUSS GU4013 Late Tolstoy (Beyond Anna Karenina):
Thinker, Writer, Activist, Pacifist, Humanitarian, and Mortal.
4 points.
The focus of the course is Tolstoy's work in the last 35 years of
his life. On finishing War and Peace and Anna Karenina, Tolstoy
swore off the kind of literature and decided to devote himself to
what he believed would be more meaningful work. This work
included confessions, letters, tracts, critiques, proclamations,
invectives, exposes, meditations, and gospel, and as more fiction,
some of which is overly didactic and some which is, like his earlier
fiction, more covertly so.

Fall 2016: RUSS GU4013

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 4013 001/86783 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
511 Hamilton Hall

Liza Knapp 4 11/28

RUSS G4104 Behind the Nylon Curtain: Space Race,
Architecture and Cinematography During the Cold War. 0
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This seminar explores space race, architecture and cinematography
of the Cold War in a bi-polarized world with special emphasis
on cultural memories, curatorial practices, and object-based
learning. Being extracted from literature and journalism, tested
on the territory of mass media and popular culture, Cold War
phenomenon operates with the illusional nature of canonic
cultural codes, empowering visional metaphors with the military
instrumental and vocabulary of forms. Operating with the
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concept of synthetic, anti-biological and quasi-transparent Nylon
Curtain versus the solidity of the iron barrio might allow us to
look at the Cold War phenomenon even more critically and to
contextualize it within the broader fabric of contemporary arts and
its transcultural agenda.

RUSS W4108 The Great Experiment: Russian Media in the
Long 20th Century. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

The course will examine key events of Russian cultural history
from the 1870s until today from the point of view of the concept
of medium. it will begin with some theoretical definitions and
proceed with a closer look at optical, audio and print media and
their role in promoting mass culture, avant-garde experiments of
the 1920s and 1930s, Soviet propaganda and dissident practices,
and post-Soviet uses artistic and political uses of new media.
Works by Mayakovsky, II'f and Petrov, Erenburg, Shklovsky.
Critical readings by Marshall McLuhan, Lev Manovich, Katherine
Hayles, and Boris Groys.

RUSS GU4109 Russia's Self Image in Music. 3 points.
A snapshot of Russian cultural history, from the age of
Romanticism and realism to early twentieth-century modernism,
to the Soviet time, made through the lens of most notable musical
events of that epoch. The course follows highlights of the history
of Russian music, from Glinka and the popular "romance" of
Pushkin's time to Schnittke and Gubaidullina. Knowledge of
Russian not required.

Fall 2016: RUSS GU4109

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

RUSS 4109 001/87533 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
703 Hamilton Hall

Boris
Gasparov

3 2/40

RUSS W4451 The Cultural Cold War. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course will examine major developments in Soviet society
after WWII through the prism of the Cold War. Organized
thematically and chronologically, it will focus selectively on
specific episodes of Soviet-American relations by drawing on a
variety of media. Students will read, discuss and evaluate a broad
range of primary and secondary sources and think critically about
historical writing, the relationship bewtween art and politics, mass
culture and propaganda, spy novels, memoirs and travelogues.
Films by Sergi Eisenstein, Andrei Tarkovsky, Stanley Kubrick, and
John Frankenheimer. Prose and poetry by Andrei Voznesensky,
Viktor Pelevin, Svetlana Alexievich, Vasily Aksyonov, Viktor
Nekrasov and others.

RUSS W4452 Russian Modernism Through the Lens of
Music. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

A historical survey of trends of Russian musical modernism in the
context of Russian cultural history of the first half of the twentieth
century. Works by Chaikovsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Scriabin,

Stravinsky, Prokofiev, Mosolov, Shostakovich and Schnittke
will be considered alongside notable events of contemporary
literature, visual art, and aethetic theory. Knowledge of Russian
not required.

RUSS W4676 Russian Art between East and West: The Search
for National Identity. 3 points.
Open to undergraduate and graduate students.Not offered
during 2016-17 academic year.

Aims to be more than a basic survey that starts with icons and
ends with the early modernists. Taking an interdisciplinary
approach, it aims to highlight how the various cultural
transmissions interacted to produce, by the 1910s, an original
national art that made an innovative contribution to world art.
It discusses the development of art not only in terms of formal,
aesthetic analysis, but also in the matrix of changing society,
patronage system, economic life and quest for national identity.
Several guest speakers will discuss the East-West problematic in
their related fields-for example, in literature and ballet. Some
familiarity with Russian history and literature will be helpful, but
not essential. Assigned readings in English.

RUSS W4910 Literary Translation. 3 points.
Prerequisites: Four years of college Russian or the equivalent.
Workshop in literary translation from Russsian into English
focusing on the practical problems of the craft. Each student
submits a translation of a literary text for group study and
criticism. The aim of the class is to produce translation of
publishable quality.

Russian Literature
RUSS V3339 Masterpieces of Russian Literature: 19th
Century. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Literature
(LIT).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: Native or near-native knowledge of Russian and
permission of the instructor.
A close study, in the original, of representative works by Pushkin,
Lermontov, Gogol, Turgenev, Goncharov, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky,
Leskov, and Chekhov.

RUSS V3340 Masterpieces of Russian Literature: 20th
Century. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Literature
(LIT).

Prerequisites: Native or near-native knowledge of Russian and
permission of the instructor.
A close study, in the original, of representative works by Bunin,
Tsvetaeva, Mayakovsky, Babel, Pasternak, Bulgakov, Nabokov,
Mandelstam, Anna Akhmatova, Solzhenitsyn, Brodsky, and
Pelevin.



Columbia College Bulletin 2016-2017 03/31/17

733

RUSS V3333 Vvedenie v russkuiu literaturu: Poor Liza, Poor
Olga, Poor Me. 3 points.
For non-native speakers of Russian.Not offered during 2016-17
academic year.

Prerequisites: two years of college Russian or the instructor's
permission.
The course is devoted to the reading, analysis, and discussion of
a number of Russian prose fiction works from the eighteenth to
twentieth century. Its purpose is to give students an opportunity
to apply their language skills to literature. It will teach students
to read Russian literary texts as well as to talk and write about
them. Its goal is, thus, twofold: to improve the students’ linguistic
skills and to introduce them to Russian literature and literary
history. In 2007-2008: A close study in the original of the “fallen
woman” plot in Russian literature from the late eighteenth
century. Conducted in Russian.

RUSS V3997 Supervised Individual Research. 2-4 points.
Prerequisites: Open to senior majors, and permission of the
instructor.
Supervised research culminating in a critical paper.

RUSS W4014 Introduction to Russian Poetry and Poetics. 3
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

An introduction to Russian poetry, through the study of selected
texts of major poets of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
primarily: Pushkin, Lermontov, Pavlova, Tiutchev, Blok,
Mandel'shtam, Akhmatova, Mayakovsky, Prigov and Brodsky.
Classes devoted to the output of a single poet will be interspersed
with classes that draw together the poems of different poets in
order to show the reflexivity of the Russian poetic canon. These
classes will be organized according either to types of poems or to
shared themes. The course will teach the basics of verisification,
poetic languages (sounds, tropes), and poetic forms. Classes in
English; poetry read in Russian.

RUSS W4200 Russian Theatre--Hands On. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: Three years of college Russian and permission of the
instructor.
The study and staging in the original of a Russian play. Detailed
textual analysis, including character development, dramatic style,
and language usage. Oral presentations and recitations with focus
on pronunciation and intonation

RUSS W4331 Chteniia po russkoi literaturu: Turgenev. 3
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

The course is devoted to reading shorter prose works by Ivan
Turgenev. The reading list includes stories from his collection
Sketches of a Hunter as well as such masterpieces as The Diary
of a Superfluous Man, First Love, and Asia. Classes are conducted
entirely in Russian.

RUSS W4332 Chteniia po russkoi literaturu: Gogol. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

The course is devoted to reading shorter works by Nikolai Gogol,
The syllabus includes selections from his collection Sketches of a
Hunter as well as such masterpieces as the Diary of a Superfluous
Man, First Love, and Asia. Classes are conducted entirely in
Russian.

RUSS W4339 Chteniia po russkoi literature: Pushkin. 3
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: three years of college Russian and the instructor's
permission.
A survey of Alexander Pushkin's poetry and prose in the original.
Emphasis on the emergence of a new figure of the Poet in
Russin in the 1820-1830s. Linguistic analysis of the poetic texts
(vocabulary, metrics, versification) will be combined with the
study of Russian History and Culture as reflected in Pushkin's
writings.

RUSS W4346 Chteniia po russkoi kul'ture: Russian Folklore
and the Folkloric Tradition. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

The purpose of this course is to acquaint structure with traditional
folk beliefs that are part of Russian life today. Readings will
include descriptions of character ritual folk beliefs as well as
narratives about personal experiences concerning superstition,
sorcery and the supernatural. Also included will be folktales that
most Russians know and contemporary Russian folk narratives.

RUSS W4347 Chteniia po russkoi kul'ture: Contemporary
Social Sciences. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: five semesters of college level Russian, or four
semesters of college level Russian and participation in a study
abroad program in a Russian speaking country, and the
instructor's permission.
This course is designed to meet the needs of advanced
undergraduate and graduate students across several fields--the
natural sciences, social sciences, humanities, fine arts, business, law
and others-- who wish to focus on acquisition of high proficiency
reading skills that will allow them to conduct research using
written Russian-language academic sources.

RUSS W4348 Chteniia po russkoi kul'ture: Advanced Russian
Through the Media. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: three years of college Russian or the equivalent.
This course is designed to meet the needs of advanced students
of Russian across several fields - the humanities, social sciences,
law, arts, and others - who want to further develop their speech,
comprehension, reading, and writing and be introduced to the
contemporary Russian media. This addition to our series of
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courses in Advanced Russian through cultural content provides
training for research and professional work in Russian.

RUSS W4349 Chteniia po russkoi kul'ture: Advanced Russian
Through Song. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: three years of college Russian or the equivalent.
This is a content-based language course that is designed to develop
students' ability to understand fluent Russian speech and express
their opinions on various social and cultural topics in both oral
and written form.

RUSS W4354 Chteniia po Russkoi Literature: A Hero of Our
Time and Other Superfluous People. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course focuses on the study and analysis of Mikhail
Lermontov's, "A Her of Our Time" - one of the most influential
Russian novels of the 19th century - in its broader social, artistic,
and intellectual context. Students will trace the development of
the so-called "superfluous man," a strikingly ubiquitous character
type whose recurrent appearance throughout the broader history
of Russian literature makes him one of the most recognizable
national characters.

RUSS G4034 Literature, Politics, and Tradition after Socialist
Realism. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

The major writers and trends in Russian literature from the death
of Stalin to the present. Emphasis on the rethinking of the role of
literature in society and on formal experimentation engendered
by relaxation of political controls over literature. A knowledge of
Russian is not required.

RUSS G4110 Russian Formalism & Structuralism. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Evaluation of the contributions of Russian Formalism and
Structuralism to modern critcal thought. Tracing of the
characteristic features of both movements in comparison with
kindred critcal developments in the West.

Slavic Culture
HNGR W4050 The Hungarian New Wave: Cinema in
Kadarist Hungary [In English]. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Hungarian cinema, like film-making in Czechoslovakia,
underwent a renaissance in the 1960's, but the Hungarian new
wave continued to flourish in the 70's and film remained one
of the most important art forms well into the 80's. This course
examines the cultural, social and political context of representative
Hungarian films of the Kadarist period, with special emphasis
on the work of such internationally known filmmakers as Miklos
Jancso, Karoly Makk, Marta Meszaros, and Istvan Szabo. In
addition to a close analysis of individual films, discussion topics
will include the "newness"of the new wave in both form and

content (innovations in film language, cinematic impressionism,
allegorical-parabolic forms, auteurism, etc.), the influence of
Italian, French, German and American cinema, the relationship
between film and literature, the role of film in the cultures of
Communist Eastern Europe, the state of contemporary Hungarian
cinema. The viewing of the films will be augmented by readings
on Hungarian cinema, as well as of relevant Hungarian literary
works.

HNGR W4028 Modern Hungarian Prose in Translation:
Exposing Naked Reality. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

This course introduces students to representative examples of
an essentially robust, reality-bound, socially aware literature. In
modern Hungarian prose fiction, the tradition of nineteenth-
century "anecdotal realism" remained strong and was further
enlivened by various forms of naturalism. Even turn-of-the
century and early twentieth-century modernist fiction is
characterized by strong narrative focus, psychological realism,
and an emphasis on social conditions and local color. During the
tumultuous decades of the century, social, political, national issues
preoccupied even aesthetics-conscious experimenters and ivory-
tower dwellers. Among the topics discussed will be "populist"
and "urban" literature in the interwar years, post-1945 reality in
fiction, literary memoirs and reportage, as well as late-century
minimalist and postmodern trends.

Slavic Literatures
SLLT GU4000 EURASIAN EXILES & LIT IN N.Y.. 3 points.
Eurasian Exiles and Literature in New York examines Eurasian
exile literature in the United States and especially New York
over the course of four emigration waves: so called Second Wave
writers who fled the Russian Revolution (Vladimir Nabokov),
the Third Wave exiles, who came after World War II (Joseph
Brodsky and Sergei Dovlatov), the exile literature of the last Soviet
generation who came as refugees in the late 1970s and early 1980s
(Gary Shteyngart, Irina Reyn), and the perestroika and post-Soviet
diaspora, who came to New York after 1991. All four waves drew
upon a rich Russian cultural heritage and influences that they
encountered abroad to create innovative work: new topoi and
urban fiction as well as unique images of New York. All four have
complicated and fascinating engagements with American society
and the cultures of New York City, and also with the Russian and
Eurasian émigré communities, vibrant worlds unto themselves.
The initial waves drew mainly on East European themes and
were still attached to Russia while the latter were increasingly
concerned with non-Russian nationalities like Bukharan Jews,
Georgians, and Tajiks. The course looks closely and critically
at the meanings of “exile” and “Eurasia,” as well as the poetics
of exilic and urban writing; it asks whether we can still speak of
exiles and exile fiction in the postSoviet age of globalization, social
media, and unprecedented migration.

SLLT W4015 Ideology, History, Identity: South Slavic Writers
from Modernism to Postmodernism and Beyond. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.
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Explores the issue of Yugoslav identity through the representative
texts of major Serbian writers, such as Milos Crnjanski, Ivo
Andric, Danilo Kis, Milorad Pavic, and Borislav Pekic.

Ukrainian Language and
Literature 
UKRN UN1101 Elementary Ukrainian I. 3 points.
Designed for students with little or no knowledge of Ukrainian.
Basic grammar structures are introduced and reinforced, with
equal emphasis on developing oral and written communication
skills. Specific attention to acquisition of high-frequency
vocabulary and its optimal use in real-life settings.

Fall 2016: UKRN UN1101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

UKRN
1101

001/18427 M W F 8:40am -
9:55am
352b International
Affairs Bldg

Yuri
Shevchuk

3 1/18

UKRN UN1102 Elementary Ukrainian II. 3 points.
Designed for students with little or no knowledge of Ukrainian.
Basic grammar structures are introduced and reinforced, with
equal emphasis on developing oral and written communication
skills. Specific attention to acquisition of high-frequency
vocabulary and its optimal use in real-life settings.

Spring 2017: UKRN UN1102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

UKRN
1102

001/12392 M W F 8:40am -
9:55am
351a International
Affairs Bldg

Yuri
Shevchuk

3 2/15

UKRN UN2101 Intermediate Ukrainian I. 3 points.
Prerequisites: UKRN W1102 or the equivalent.
Reviews and reinforces the fundamentals of grammar and a core
vocabulary from daily life. Principal emphasis is placed on further
development of communicative skills (oral and written). Verbal
aspect and verbs of motion receive special attention.

Fall 2016: UKRN UN2101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

UKRN
2101

001/96999 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
352b International
Affairs Bldg

Yuri
Shevchuk

3 0/18

UKRN UN2102 Intermediate Ukrainian II. 3 points.
Prerequisites: UKRN W1102 or the equivalent.
Reviews and reinforces the fundamentals of grammar and a core
vocabulary from daily life. Principal emphasis is placed on further
development of communicative skills (oral and written). Verbal
aspect and verbs of motion receive special attention.

Spring 2017: UKRN UN2102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

UKRN
2102

001/96946 M W F 10:10am -
11:25am
351a International
Affairs Bldg

Yuri
Shevchuk

3 0/20

UKRN UN4001 Advanced Ukrainian I. 3 points.
Prerequisites: UKRN W2102 or the equivalent.
The course is for students who wish to develop their mastery of
Ukrainian. Further study of grammar includes patterns of word
formation, participles, gerunds, declension of numerals, and a
more in-depth study of difficult subjects, such as verbal aspect
and verbs of motion. The material is drawn from classical and
contemporary Ukrainian literature, press, electronic media, and
film. Taught almost exclusively in Ukrainian.

Fall 2016: UKRN UN4001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

UKRN
4001

001/19102 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
Room TBA

Yuri
Shevchuk

3 2/18

UKRN GU4002 Advanced Ukrainian II. 3 points.
Prerequisites: UKRN W2102 or the equivalent.
The course is for students who wish to develop their mastery of
Ukrainian. Further study of grammar includes patterns of word
formation, participles, gerunds, declension of numerals, and a
more in-depth study of difficult subjects, such as verbal aspect
and verbs of motion. The material is drawn from classical and
contemporary Ukrainian literature, press, electronic media, and
film. Taught almost exclusively in Ukrainian.

Spring 2017: UKRN GU4002

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

UKRN
4002

001/21528 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
709 Hamilton Hall

Yuri
Shevchuk

3 0/20

UKRN W4021 Introduction to Ukrainian Literature and
Culture: Beginnings Through the 19th Century. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: Some familiarity with at least one Slavic language.

UKRN W4033 Early Modernism in Ukrainian Literature. 3
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

The course focuses on the rise of modernism in Ukrainian
literature in the late 19th century and early 20th century, a period
marked by a vigorous, often biting polemic between the populist
Ukrainian literary establishment and young Ukrainian writers
who were inspired by their European counterparts. Students will
read prose, poetry, and drama written by Ivan Franko, the writers
of the Moloda Musa, Olha Kobylianska, Lesia Ukrainka, and
Volodymyr Vynnychenko among others. The course will trace the
introduction of urban motifs and settings, as well as decadence,
into Ukrainian literature and analyze the conflict that ensued
among Ukrainian intellectuals as they forged the identity of the
Ukrainian people. The course will be supplemented by audio
and visual materials reflecting this period in Ukrainian culture.
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Entirely in English with a parallel reading list for those who read
Ukrainian.

UKRN W4040 Twentieth Century Ukrainian Prose. 3 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: A reading knowledge of Ukrainian or fluency in
another Slavic language.
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Sociology
Department Office: 501A Knox; 212-854-4226
http://www.sociology.columbia.edu

Director of Undergraduate Studies: Prof. Josh Whitford, 618
Knox; 212-854-3593; jw2212@columbia.edu

Director of Academic Administration and Finance: Jacqueline
Pineda-Vega, 501B Knox; 212-854-9890; jp2280@columbia.edu

Undergraduate Program Assistant: Dora Arenas, 501A Knox;
212-854-4226; da9@columbia.edu

Sociology is the study of associational life. In examining patterns
of association, sociologists explore the interactions of people,
communities, and organizations. In this sense, sociology is not
the study of people; it is the study of the relationships among
people. This study includes the associations between people
and the products of human interaction, such as organizations,
technologies, economies, cities, culture, media, and religion. In
the kinds of questions it asks, sociology is a deeply humanist
discipline and sociologists demand the analytic rigor of scientific
investigation.

In training students in our department, we encourage them to
ask big questions and we work to give them the tools to provide
answers. These tools might mean ethnographic observation,
pouring through historical archives, looking at census data,
analyzing social networks, or interviewing people in various walks
of life.

As a bridging discipline that seeks the scientific exploration of
questions that matter to human communities, such as inequality
and social injustice, sociology addresses many of the same areas
of life as our neighboring social science disciplines. Yet we often
approach these areas quite differently. For example, problems of
economic and political life are a central concern to sociologists.
Rather than explore these as independent or particular features
of society, we seek to embed them within the complex whole of
the social world. Students will find the Department of Sociology
to be a broad, demanding department that provides its students
with the conceptual and methodological tools to make sense of the
opportunities and social problems of the global communities in
which we live.

Grading
A letter grade of C- or better is needed in all Sociology courses in
order to satisfy the program requirements.

Departmental Honors
In order to be considered for departmental honors, majors
must have a minimum GPA of 3.6 overall and 3.8 in courses
in the Department of Sociology. In addition, students must
produce an exceptional honors thesis in the two-semester Senior
Seminar (SOCI UN3995-SOCI UN3996 Senior Seminar).

In order to register for the Senior Seminar, students must have
completed SOCI UN3010 Methods for Social Research and
have had their research project accepted by the faculty member
teaching the Senior Seminar. Submissions of research projects are
due by May 1 preceding the seminar. Normally no more than
10% of graduating majors receive departmental honors in a given
academic year.

Faculty
Professors

• Karen Barkey
• Peter Bearman
• Courtney Bender (Religion)
• Yinon Cohen
• Jonathan R. Cole
• Thomas A. DiPrete
• Gil Eyal (Chair)
• Priscilla Ferguson (emerita)
• Todd Gitlin (Journalism)
• Bruce Kogut (Business)
• Bruce Link (School of Public Health)
• Debra C. Minkoff (Chair, Barnard)
• Alondra Nelson
• Aaron Pallas (Teachers College)
• Jonathan Rieder (Barnard)
• Saskia Sassen
• Seymour Spilerman
• David Stark (also School of International and Public Affairs)
• Julien Teitler (Social Work)
• Diane Vaughan
• Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh
• Amy Stuart Wells (Teachers College)
• Andreas Wimmer

Associate Professors
• Elizabeth Bernstein (Barnard)
• Shamus Khan (Director of Graduate Studies)
• Jennifer Lena (Teachers College)
• Mignon Moore (Barnard)
• Emmanuelle Saada (French and Romance Philology)
• Josh Whitford

Assistant Professors
• Debbie Becher (Barnard)
• Christel Kesler (Barnard)
• Yao Lu
• Adam Reich
• Carla Shedd
• Van Tran
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• Dan Wang (Business School)

Lecturers
• Denise Milstein
• Teresa Sharpe

On Leave
• Prof. Barkey, Prof. Wimmer (2016-2017)
• Prof. Khan, Prof. Sassen (Fall 2016)
• Prof. Spilerman, Prof. Stark, Prof. Tran (Spring 2017)

Requirements
Major in Sociology
The major in sociology requires a minimum of 30-31 points as
follows:

Core Courses
The following three courses are required (10 points):

SOCI UN1000 The Social World
SOCI UN3000 Social Theory
SOCI UN3010 Methods for Social Research

Elective Courses
Select six courses (20-21 points) in the Department of
Sociology, to include at least three lecture courses (2000- or
3000-level, 3 points each) and at least two seminars (4 points
each). The sixth course could be either a lecture course (to a
total of 30 points) or a seminar (to a total of 31 points). For
students taking the two-semester Senior Seminar, the sixth
course must be a seminar. Some examples of electives include: *

SOCI UN3020 Social Statistics
SOCI UN3213 Sociology of African American Life

SOCI UN3235 Social Movements: Collective
Action

SOCI UN3490 Mistake, Misconduct, Disaster
SOCI UN3285 Israeli Society and the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict
SOCI UN3264 The Changing American Family

SOCI UN3675 Organizing Innovation
SOCI UN3900 Societal Adaptations to Terrorism
SOCI UN3914 Seminar in Inequality, Poverty, and

Mobility
SOCI UN3920 Social Networks
SOCI UN3931 Sociology of the Body
SOCI UN3974 Sociology of Schools, Teaching and

Learning
SOCI UN3980 Immigrant New York: The

Changing American City
SOCI UN3980 Immigrant New York: The

Changing American City
SOCI UN3995 Senior Seminar

SOCI UN3996 Senior Seminar

* These may include the two-semester Senior Seminar
(SOCI UN3995-SOCI UN3996).

Concentration in Sociology
The concentration in sociology requires a minimum of 20 points
as follows:

Core Courses
The following three courses are required (10 points):

SOCI UN1000 The Social World
SOCI UN3000 Social Theory
SOCI UN3010 Methods for Social Research

Elective Courses
Select three courses (10 points) in the Department of
Sociology, one of which must be a seminar. Some examples of
electives include:

SOCI UN3900 Societal Adaptations to Terrorism
SOCI UN3914 Seminar in Inequality, Poverty, and

Mobility
SOCI UN3915 Stigma and Discrimination
SOCI UN3920 Social Networks
SOCI UN3931 Sociology of the Body
SOCI UN3974 Sociology of Schools, Teaching and

Learning
SOCI UN3980 Immigrant New York: The

Changing American City
SOCI UN3985 Queer Practice

SOCI UN3995 Senior Seminar
SOCI UN3996 Senior Seminar

Courses
Fall 2016
SOCI UN1000 The Social World. 3 points.
Identification of the distinctive elements of sociological
perspectives on society. Readings confront classical and
contemporary approaches with key social issues that include
power and authority, culture and communication, poverty and
discrimination, social change, and popular uses of sociological
concepts.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN1000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 1000 001/61513 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Gil Eyal 3 127/150

Spring 2017: SOCI UN1000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 1000 001/71003 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
417 International
Affairs Bldg

Teresa
Sharpe

3 158/180

SOCI UN3000 Social Theory. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason
and Value (REA)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
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Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of
General Education Requirement: Ethics and Values.

Prerequisites: Sophomore standing.
Required for all sociology majors.  Prerequisite: at least one
sociology course of the instructor's permission.  Theoretical
accounts of the rise and transformations of modern society in
the19th and 20th centuries.  Theories studied include those
of Adam Smith, Tocqueville, Marx, Durkheim, Max Weber,
Roberto Michels.  Selected topics:  individual, society, and polity;
economy, class, and status: organization and ideology; religion and
society; moral and instrumental action.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3000 001/05710 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
504 Diana Center

Deborah
Becher

3 64/70

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3000 001/19008 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
717 Hamilton Hall

Gil Eyal 3 51/60

SOCI UN3010 Methods for Social Research. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Quantitative and Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: SOCI W1000 The Social World or Instructor
Permission
Required for all Sociology majors.  Introductory course in social
scientific research methods. Provides a general overview of the
ways sociologists collect information about social phenomena,
focusing on how to collect data that are reliable and applicable to
our research questions.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3010 001/06191 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
324 Milbank Hall

Christel
Kesler

4 41

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3010 001/74470 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
310 Fayerweather

Jacob
Boersema

4 63/75

SOCI W3020 Social Statistics. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative
and Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

This course introduces methods of empirical social research
for describing and drawing inferences from quantitative data.
Emphasis is on basic but very serviceable methods of statistical
analysis for information drawn from surveys or archives. The
course includes several exercises in analysis of sample survey data.

SOCI UN3264 The Changing American Family. 3 points.
Worries and debates about the family are in the news daily. But
how in fact is "the family" changing? And why? This course will
study the family from a sociological perspective with primary
emphasis on continuity and change and variation across different
historical eras. We'll examine how the diversity of family life and
constellations of intimacy and care are shaped by gender, race,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and sexuality.   Discussion section
(required) will engage with readings as well as events in the news/
social media of interest to students.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3264

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3264 001/60839 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
467 Schermerhorn
Hall

Angela
Aidala

3 10/30

SOCI UN3285 Israeli Society and the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict. 3 points.
The purpose of the course is to acquaint students with Israeli
society through the lens of the Israeli- Palestinian conflict. The
underlying assumption in this course is that much of the social,
economic, political, and cultural processes in contemporary
Israel have been shaped by the 100-year Israeli- Arab/Palestinian
conflict.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3285

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3285 001/65609 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
707 Hamilton Hall

Yinon
Cohen

3 18/62

SOCI UN3675 Organizing Innovation. 4 points.
This course examines major innovations in organizations and
asks whether innovation itself can be organized. We study a range
of forms of organizing (e.g., bureaucratic, post-bureaucratic,
and open architecture network forms) in a broad variety of
settings: from fast food franchises to the military-entertainment
complex, from airline cockpits to Wall Street trading rooms, from
engineering firms to mega-churches, from scientific management
at the turn of the twentieth century to collaborative filtering
and open source programming at the beginning of the twenty-
first. Special attention will be paid to the relationship between
organizational forms and new digital technologies.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3675

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3675 001/63498 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
717 Hamilton Hall

David Stark 4 66/75

SOCI UN3900 Societal Adaptations to Terrorism. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Junior or Senior standing
Examines how countries have adjusted to the threat of terrorism.
How the adaptation reflects the pattern of terrorist attacks, as well
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as structural and cultural features of the society. Adaptations by
individuals, families, and organizational actors.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3900

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3900 001/19286 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
509 Knox Hall

Seymour
Spilerman

4 21/28

SOCI UN3914 Seminar in Inequality, Poverty, and Mobility.
4 points.
This is an undergraduate senior seminar in social stratication.
The course focuses on the current American experience with
socioeconomic inequality and mobility. The goals of the course
are to understand how inequality is conceptualized and measured
in the social sciences, to understand the structure of inequality
in the contemporary U.S., to learn the principal theories and
evidence for long term trends in inequality, to understand
the persistence of poverty and the impact of social policies on
American rates of poverty, and to understand the forces that both
produce and inhibit intergenerational social mobility in the U.S.
Given the nature of the subject matter, a minority of the readings
will sometimes involve quantitative social science material. The
course does not presume that students have advanced training in
statistics, and any readings sections that contain mathematical
or statistical content will be explained in class in nontechnical
terms as needed. In these instances, our focus will not be on the
methods, but rather on the conclusions reached by the author
concerning the research question that is addressed in the text.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3914

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3914 003/73940 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
C01 Knox Hall

Thomas
DiPrete

4 11/19

SOCI UN3920 Social Networks. 3 points.
This seminar is intended as a theoretical and methodological
introduction to social network analysis. Though network analysis
is an interdisciplinary endeavor, its roots can be found in classical
anthropology and sociology. Network analysis focuses on patterns
of relations between actors. Both relations and actors can be
defined in many ways, depending on the substantive area of
inquiry.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3920

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3920 001/15064 Th 9:00am -
12:00pm
509 Knox Hall

Peter
Bearman

3 12/20

SOCI UN3923 Adolescent Society. 4 points.
This seminar will explore the social and cultural construction of
adolescence in contemporary American society.  Adolescence is
an important life-stage where experiences and decision-making
have both individual and group consequences.  Major themes
will include: cultural and legal socialization of youth, crime and
deviance, health and sexuality, employment and educational
outcomes, and political behavior/civic engagement.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3923

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3923 001/10030 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
509 Knox Hall

Carla Shedd 4 20/20

SOCI UN3980 Immigrant New York: The Changing American
City. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Cultures in
Comparison (CUL).

How has immigration transformed New York City? What are
the major ethnic groups in the city? How are immigrants and
their U.S.-born children incorporated into the city's schools,
workplaces and neighborhoods? How will their integration
reshape patterns of ethnic and racial inequality in the city? This
course will focus on New York City as a case study to highlight
how immigration has transformed the city's demographic,
political, socioeconomic and spatial landscape.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3980

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3980 001/23386 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
301m Fayerweather

Van Tran 4 25/20

SOCI UN3995 Senior Seminar. 4 points.
Prerequisites: required methods and theory courses for the major,
and the instructor's permission.
Students wishing to qualify for departmental honors must take
W3996y. Students carry out individual research projects and write
a senior thesis under the supervision of the instructor and with
class discussion. Written and oral progress reports.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3995

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3995 001/25325 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
301 Hamilton Hall

Adam Reich 4 9/20

SOCI 3995 002/26351   Courtney
Bender

4 0/20

SOCI 3995 003/27149   Todd Gitlin 4 0/20
SOCI 3995 004/60957   Jennifer

Lena
4 0/20

SOCI 3995 005/67203   Aaron Pallas 4 0/20
SOCI 3995 006/23457   Emmanuelle

Saada
4 0/20

SOCI 3995 007/25534   Michael
Schudson

4 0/20

SOCI 3995 008/75519   Julien
Teitler

4 0/20

SOCI 3995 009/93651   Dan Wang 4 0/20
SOCI 3995 010/88974   Amy Wells 4 0/20

Spring 2017
SOCI UN1000 The Social World. 3 points.
Identification of the distinctive elements of sociological
perspectives on society. Readings confront classical and
contemporary approaches with key social issues that include
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power and authority, culture and communication, poverty and
discrimination, social change, and popular uses of sociological
concepts.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN1000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 1000 001/61513 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Gil Eyal 3 127/150

Spring 2017: SOCI UN1000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 1000 001/71003 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
417 International
Affairs Bldg

Teresa
Sharpe

3 158/180

SOCI UN2240 Economy and Society. 3 points.
An introduction to economic sociology.  Economic sociology is
built around the claim that something fundamental is lost when
markets are analyzed separately from other social processes.  We
will look especially at how an analysis of the interplay of economy
and society can help us to understand questions of efficiency,
questions of fairness, and questions of democracy.

Spring 2017: SOCI UN2240

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 2240 001/26901 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
313 Fayerweather

Joshua
Whitford

3 52/70

SOCI UN3000 Social Theory. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Reason
and Value (REA)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of
General Education Requirement: Ethics and Values.

Prerequisites: Sophomore standing.
Required for all sociology majors.  Prerequisite: at least one
sociology course of the instructor's permission.  Theoretical
accounts of the rise and transformations of modern society in
the19th and 20th centuries.  Theories studied include those
of Adam Smith, Tocqueville, Marx, Durkheim, Max Weber,
Roberto Michels.  Selected topics:  individual, society, and polity;
economy, class, and status: organization and ideology; religion and
society; moral and instrumental action.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3000 001/05710 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
504 Diana Center

Deborah
Becher

3 64/70

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3000 001/19008 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
717 Hamilton Hall

Gil Eyal 3 51/60

SOCI UN3010 Methods for Social Research. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Quantitative and Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: SOCI W1000 The Social World or Instructor
Permission
Required for all Sociology majors.  Introductory course in social
scientific research methods. Provides a general overview of the
ways sociologists collect information about social phenomena,
focusing on how to collect data that are reliable and applicable to
our research questions.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3010 001/06191 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
324 Milbank Hall

Christel
Kesler

4 41

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3010 001/74470 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
310 Fayerweather

Jacob
Boersema

4 63/75

SOCI UN3020 Social Statistics. 3 points.
This course introduces methods of empirical social research
for describing and drawing inferences from quantitative data.
Emphasis is on basic but very serviceable methods of statistical
analysis for information drawn from surveys or archives. The
course includes several exercises in analysis of sample survey data.

SOCI UN3490 Mistake, Misconduct, Disaster. 3 points.
How Organizations Fail - the fundamental principles of
organizations, examining how and why organizations fail,
producing harmful outcomes.  Studying failures opens up parts
of organizations for public view that are seldom seen; studying
the dark side is especially revealing. Students will examine cases
to identify the causes of failures and think about what kind of
strategies can be developed that prevent failure.

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3490

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3490 001/27776 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
717 Hamilton Hall

Diane
Vaughan

3 42/70

SOCI UN3915 Stigma and Discrimination. 4 points.
This course considers stigma and discrimination as general
processes that apply to a broad range of phenomena, from
mental illness to obesity to HIV/AIDS to racial groups. We will
use a conceptual framework that considers power and social
stratification to be central to stigma and discrimination. We
will focus on both macro- and micro-level social processes and
their interconnections, and we will draw on literature from both
sociology and psychology.

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3915
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3915 001/10922 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
C01 Knox Hall

Mark
Hatzenbuehler

4 18/20

SOCI UN3929 Collaboration, Resistance, Retribution:
Western and Eastern Europe Between Nazism and Comm. 3
points.
The Nazi occupation of Western and East-Central Europe during
World War II elicited a variety of national and local responses
ranging from accommodation to collaboration to outright
resistance. How did variations in practices of political, social, and
economic domination exercised by the Nazis shape patterns of
collaboration and resistance? How did this vary between Western
and Eastern Europe? What individual factors/aspects of personal
biography shaped decisions about whether or not to collaborate?
In the immediate postwar period, how did efforts to identify and
punish collaborators reflect prerogatives of national regeneration
and state-building? Forty-five years later, the collapse of the
socialist dictatorships of East-Central Europe unleashed calls for
retribution against “communist collaborators.” How did practices
of collaboration and resistance with socialist regimes differ from
earlier patterns of collaboration with the Nazis? Have efforts to
punish communist collaborators been more successful in righting
the wrongs of the past than previous efforts to punish Nazi
collaborators? If so, what might account for this? Do „legacies”
from earlier efforts to punish Nazi collaborators inform these
more recent projects of justice-seeking? How do unresolved justice
issues from the immediate postwar period continue to haunt both
Western and East-Central Europe?

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3929

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3929 001/88246 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
1201 International
Affairs Bldg

Louisa
McClintock

3 13/15

SOCI UN3960 Law, Science, and Society. 4 points.
This course addresses basic contemporary social issues from
several angles of vision: from the perspective of scientists, social
scientists, legal scholars, and judges. Through the use of case
studies, students will examine the nature of theories, evidence,
"facts," proof, and argument as found in the work of scientists and
scholars who have engaged the substantive issues presented in the
course.

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3960

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3960 001/27138 M 10:10am -
12:00pm
646 Jerome L
Greene Hall

Jonathan
Cole

4 22/22

SOCI UN3974 Sociology of Schools, Teaching and Learning.
4 points.
In this class we will examine the school as a central institution
in modern society, and we will grapple with an important
question in the sociology of education: what role to schools play

in reinforcing or challenging broader patters of social inequality?
We will pay special attention to the ways in which students' class,
race/ethnicity and gender shape their educational experiences.
We will also look at how schools are organized, how schools
construct differences among students, and how schools sort kids
into different (and unequal) groups. Finally we will explore the
types of interventions - at both the individual and organizational
levels - that can mitigate inequality in educational achievement
and help low-income students to succeed.

One such intervention that has shown promise is tutoring in
academic and social and behavioral skills, and interventions that
strengthen self-affirmation. A major component of this class
is your experience as a tutor. You will be trained as tutors to
work with students from local high schools both through in-
person tutoring and through tutoring using social networking
technologies. Throughout the semester we will combine our
academic learning with critical reflection on our experience sin
the field. Because you will be working with NYC high school
students, we will pay special attention to how NYC high schools
are organized and how current issues in education play out in the
context of NYC schools.

Fall 2016: SOCI UN3974

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3974 001/72946 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
703 Hamilton Hall

Teresa
Sharpe

4 36/40

SOCI UN3985 Queer Practice. 4 points.
Is there a particularly “queer” way to live? Does a queer
perspective mitigate for certain forms of social, interpersonal
or political action? Are there sets of vocations, engagements or
relationship formations that are, in and of themselves, distinctly
queer? Or is queerness something that can infuse or transform
pre-existing modes of personal or relational action? How does
any of this relate to the version of “queer” one learns in college? Is
a university education necessary, or even useful, for living a
queer life? Does academic queer theory have any relevance to
“real-world” politics, affects or activisms? Do classroom projects
within Gender & Sexuality Studies prepare us to engage in
projects of social change, political efforts, or in any meaningful
way, to work more closely with others on shared goals related
to social justice? Does a liberal arts education prepare us to
navigate ideological, intellectual and interpersonal differences? To
move from a critical gaze at social institutions into institutional
change? To become more robust citizens of a world that includes
a multiplicity of viewpoints, perspectives and values? Finally, at its
best, what should the university classroom do to prepare students
to forge their own social and political perspectives, and to move
from gaze and consideration into movement and action?

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3985

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3985 001/29566 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
509 Knox Hall

Tey
Meadow

4 15/15
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SOCI UN3996 Senior Seminar. 4 points.
Prerequisites: required methods and theory courses for the major,
and the instructor's permission.
Students wishing to qualify for departmental honors must take
W3996y. Students carry out individual research projects and write
a senior thesis under the supervision of the instructor and with
class discussion. Written and oral progress reports.

Spring 2017: SOCI UN3996

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

SOCI 3996 001/26502 M 12:10pm -
2:00pm
707 Knox Hall

Adam Reich 4 8/20

Of Related Interest
African American Studies
AFAS W4032 Image and Identity in

Contemporary Advertising
Colloquia, Interdepartmental Seminars, and Professional
School Offerings
INSM W3950 Friendship in Asian and Western

Civilization
Journalism
JOUR W3100 Journalism and Public Life

(Journalism)
Sociology (Barnard)
SOCI BC3087 Individual Projects for Seniors
SOCI BC3207 Music, Race and Identity
SOCI BC3214 Sociology of African American Life
SOCI BC3911 The Social Contexts of U.S.

Immigration Law and Policy
SOCI BC3920 Advanced Topics in Gender and

Sexuality
SOCI BC3932 Climate Change, Global Migration,

and Human Rights in the
Anthropocene

SOCI BC3935 Gender and Organizations
Women's and Gender Studies
WMST UN1001 Introduction to Women's and

Gender Studies
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Statistics
The Statistics Department Office:
1005 School of Social Work (1255 Amsterdam Avenue);
212-851-2132
http://www.stat.columbia.edu

Statistics Major and Concentration Advising:
Banu Baydil, 611 Watson; 212-853-1397; bb2717@columbia.edu
Ronald Neath, 612 Watson; 212-853-1398;
rcn2112@columbia.edu

Data Science Major Advising:
Computer Science: Adam Cannon, 459 CSB; 212-939-7016;
cannon@cs.columbia.edu
Statistics: Banu Baydil, 611 Watson; 212-853-1397;
bb2717@columbia.edu
Statistics: Ronald Neath, 612 Watson; 212-853-1398;
rcn2112@columbia.edu

Economics - Statistics Major Advising:
Economics: Susan Elmes, 1006 IAB; 212-854-9124;
se5@columbia.edu
Statistics: Banu Baydil, 611 Watson; 212-853-1397;
bb2717@columbia.edu
Statistics: Ronald Neath, 612 Watson; 212-853-1398;
rcn2112@columbia.edu

Mathematics - Statistics Major Advising:
Mathematics: Julien Dubedat, 611 Watson; 212-851-2132;
jd2653 (jd2653@columbia.edu)@columbia.edu
(jd2653@columbia.edu)
Statistics: Banu Baydil, 611 Watson; 212-853-1397;
bb2717@columbia.edu
Statistics: Ronald Neath, 612 Watson; 212-853-1398;
rcn2112@columbia.edu

Political Science - Statistic Major Advising:
Political Science: Robert Shapiro, 730 IAB; 212-854-3944;
rys3@columbia.edu
Statistics: Banu Baydil, 611 Watson; 212-853-1397;
bb2717@columbia.edu
Statistics: Ronald Neath, 612 Watson; 212-853-1398;
rcn2112@columbia.edu

Department Administrator:
Dood Kalicharan, 1003 School of Social Work;
212-851-2130; dk@stat.columbia.edu

The Department offers several introductory courses.  Students
interested in statistical concepts, who plan on consuming, but
not creating statistics, should take STAT UN1001 Introduction
to Statistical Reasoning.  The course is designed for students
who have taken a pre-calculus course, and the focus is on general
principles.  It is suitable for students seeking to satisfy the Barnard
quantitative reasoning requirements.  Students seeking an
introduction to applied statistics should take STAT UN1101
Introduction to Statistics.  The course is designed for students

who have some mathematical maturity, but who may not have
taken a course in calculus, and the focus is on the elements of
data analysis.  It is recommended for pre-med students, and
students contemplating the concentration in statistics.  Students
seeking a foundation for further study of probability theory
and statistical theory and methods should take STAT UN1201
Calculus-Based Introduction to Statistics.   The course is
designed for students who have taken a semester of college
calculus or the equivalent, and the focus is on preparation
for a mathematical study of probability and statistics.   It is
recommended for students seeking to complete the prerequisite
for econometrics, and for students contemplating the major in
statistics.  Students seeking a one-semester calculus-based survey
of probability theory and statistical theory and methods should
take STAT GU4001 Introduction to Probability and Statistics.
 This course is designed for students who have taken calculus, and
is meant as a terminal course.  It provides a somewhat abridged
version of the more demanding sequence STAT GU4203
PROBABILITY THEORY and STAT GU4204 Statistical
Inference.  While some mathematically mature students take the
more demanding sequence as an introduction to the field, it is
generally recommended that students prepare for the sequence by
taking STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to Statistics.

The Department offers the Major in Statistics, the Concentration
in Statistics, and interdisciplinary majors with Computer
Science, Economics, Mathematics, and Political Science.  The
concentration is suitable for students preparing for work or study
where substantial skills in data analysis are valued and may be
taken without mathematical prerequisites.  The concentration
consists of a sequence of six courses in applied statistics, but
students may substitute statistics electives numbered 4203 or
above with permission of the concentration advisors.  The major
consists of mathematical and computational prerequisites, an
introductory course, and five core courses in probability theory
and theoretical and applied statistics together with three electives.
 The training in the undergraduate major is comparable to a
masters degree in statistics.

Students may wish to consult the following
guidelines when undertaking course planning.  It
is advisable to take STAT UN1101 Introduction
to Statistics andSTAT UN2102 Applied Statistical
Computing before taking any of the more advanced
concentration courses, STAT UN2103 Applied Linear
Regression Analysis, STAT UN2104 Applied Categorical
Data Analysis, STAT UN3105 Applied Statistical Methods,
and STAT UN3106 Applied Data Mining.  It is advisable
to take STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to
Statistics, STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY,
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference, and STAT GU4205
Linear Regression Models in sequence.  Courses in stochastic
analysis should be preceded by STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY
THEORY, and for many students, it is advisable to take
STAT GU4207 Elementary Stochastic Processes before
embarking on STAT W4262 , STAT GU4264 Stochastic
Processes and Applications, STAT W4265 Stochastic Methods
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in Finance or STAT G4266 Stochastic Control and Applications
in Finance.  Most of the statistics courses numbered from 4221
to 4234 are best preceded by STAT GU4205 Linear Regression
Models.  The data science courses STAT GU4206 Statistical
Computing and Introduction to Data Science, STAT GU4241
Statistical Machine Learning, and STAT Q4242 Advanced
Machine Learning should be taken in sequence.

Advanced Placement
The Department offers three points of advanced credit for a score
of 5 on the AP statistics exam.  Students who are required to take
an introductory statistics course for their major should check with
their major advisor to determine whether this credit provides
exemption from their requirement.

Departmental Honors
Students are considered for department honors on the basis of
GPA and the comprehensiveness and difficulty of their course
work in the Department.  The Department is generally permitted
to nominate one tenth of graduating students for departmental
honors.

Undergraduate Research in
Statistics and the Summer
Internship
Matriculated students who will be undergraduates at Columbia
College, Barnard College, the School of General Studies, or
the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences may apply to
the Department's summer internship program.  The internship
provides summer housing and a stipend.  Students work with
Statistics Department faculty mentors.  Applicants should send
a brief statement of interest and a copy of their transcript to
Ms. Dood Kalicharan in the Statistics Department office by the
end of March to be considered.  If summer project descriptions
are posted on the Department's website, please indicate in the
statement of interest which project is of interest.  Students seeking
research opportunities with Statistics Department faculty during
the academic year are advised to be entrepreneurial and proactive:
identify congenial faculty whose research is appealing, request an
opportunity to meet, and provide some indication of previous
course work when asking for a project.

Faculty
Professors

• David Blei (with Computer Science)
• Mark Brown
• Richard R. Davis
• Victor H. de la Peña
• Andrew Gelman (with Political Science)
• Shaw-Hwa Lo
• David Madigan
• Ioannis Karatzas (Mathematics)
• Liam Paninski

• Philip Protter
• Michael Sobel
• Daniel Rabinowitz
• Zhiliang Ying

Associate Professors
• Jose Blanchet (with Industrial Engineering and Operations

Research)
• Jingchen Liu
• Bodhisattva Sen
• Tian Zheng

Assistant Professors
• John Cunningham
• Yang Feng
• Lauren Hannah
• Arian Maleki
• Sumit Mukherjee
• Marcel Nutz
• Peter Orbanz

Term Assistant Professors
• Yuchong Zhang
• Abolfazl Safikhani

Adjunct Professors
• Demissie Alemayehu
• Flavio Bartmann
• Guy Cohen
• Regina Dolgoarshinnykh
• Anthony Donoghue
• Hammou Elbarmi
• Birol Emir
• Irene Hueter
• James Landwehr
• Ha Nguyen

Lecturers in Discipline
• Banu Baydil
• Ronald Neath
• David Rios
• Gabriel Young
•  

Requirements
Major in Statistics
The requirements for this program were modified in March 2016.
Students who declared this program before this date should contact
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the director of undergraduate studies for the department in order to
confirm their options for major requirements.

The major should be planned with the director of undergraduate
studies. Courses in which the grade of D has been received do not
count toward the major. The requirements for the major are as
follows:

Mathematics and Computer Science Prerequisites
MATH UN1101 Calculus I
MATH UN1102 Calculus II
MATH UN1201 Calculus III
MATH UN2010 Linear Algebra
One of the following five courses

COMS W1007 Honors Introduction to Computer
Science

ENGI E1006 Introduction to Computing for
Engineers and Applied Scientists

COMS W1005 Introduction to Computer Science
and Programming in MATLAB

STAT UN2102 Applied Statistical Computing
COMS W1004 Introduction to Computer Science

and Programming in Java
Core courses in probability and statistics
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference
STAT GU4205 Linear Regression Models
STAT GU4206 Statistical Computing and

Introduction to Data Science
STAT GU4207 Elementary Stochastic Processes
Three approved electives in statistics or, with permission, a
cognate field.

• Students preparing for a career in actuarial science are
encouraged to replace STAT GU4205 Linear Regression
Models with STAT GU4282 Linear Regression and
Time Series Methods, and should take as one of their
electives STAT W4281 .

• Students preparing for graduate study in statistics are
encouraged to replace two electives with MATH GU4061
Introduction To Modern Analysis I and MATH W4062
Introduction To Modern Analysis.

Concentration in Statistics
Courses in which the grade of D has been received do not
count towards the concentration. The requirements for the
concentration are as follows.

STAT UN1101 Introduction to Statistics
STAT UN2102 Applied Statistical Computing
STAT UN2103 Applied Linear Regression Analysis
STAT UN2104 Applied Categorical Data Analysis
STAT UN3105 Applied Statistical Methods

STAT UN3106 Applied Data Mining

• Students may replace courses required for the concentration by
approved Statistics Department courses.

Major in Data Science
In response to the ever growing importance of "big data" in
scientific and policy endeavors, the last few years have seen an
explosive growth in theory, methods, and applications at the
interface between computer science and statistics. The Statistics
Department and the Department of Computer Science have
responded with a joint-major that emphasizes the interface
between the disciplines.

Mathematical Prerequisites
MATH UN1101 Calculus I
MATH UN1102 Calculus II
MATH UN1201 Calculus III
MATH UN2010 Linear Algebra

Statistics Required Courses
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference
STAT GU4205 Linear Regression Models
STAT GU4241 Statistical Machine Learning

Statistics Electives
Select two of the following courses:
STAT UN3106 Applied Data Mining
STAT GU4206 Statistical Computing and

Introduction to Data Science
STAT GU4243 Applied Data Science
STAT GU4224 Bayesian Statistics
STAT Q4242 Advanced Machine Learning

Computer Science Introductory Courses
Select one of the following courses:
COMS W1004 Introduction to Computer Science

and Programming in Java
COMS W1005 Introduction to Computer Science

and Programming in MATLAB
ENGI E1006 Introduction to Computing for

Engineers and Applied Scientists
COMS W1007 Honors Introduction to Computer

Science
And select one of the following courses:
COMS W3134 Data Structures in Java
COMS W3136 Data Structures with C/C++
COMS W3137 Honors Data Structures and

Algorithms
Computer Science Required Courses

COMS W3203 Discrete Mathematics: Introduction
to Combinatorics and Graph
Theory

CSOR W4231 Analysis of Algorithms I
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Computer Science Electives
Select three of the following courses:
COMS W3261 Computer Science Theory
COMS W4236 Introduction to Computational

Complexity
COMS W4252 Introduction to Computational

Learning Theory
COMS W4111 Introduction to Databases
COMS W4130 Principles and Practice of Parallel

Programming
Any COMS W47xx course EXCEPT W4771

Major in Economics-Statistics
Please read Requirements for all Economics Majors, Concentrators,
and Interdepartmental Majors in the Economics (p. 389) section of
this Bulletin.

The major in Economics-Statistics provides students with
a grounding in economic theory comparable to that of the
general economics major, but also exposes students to a more
rigorous and extensive statistics training. This program is
recommended for students with strong quantitative skills and for
those contemplating graduate studies in economics.

Two advisers are assigned for the interdepartmental major, one
in the Department of Economics and one in the Department of
Statistics. The economics adviser can only advise on economics
requirements and the statistics adviser can only advise on statistics
requirements.

Students who declare prior to Spring 2014:
The economics-statistics major requires a total of 53 points: 23 in
economics, 15 points in statistics, 12 points in mathematics, and 3
points in computer science, as follows:

Economics Core Courses
Complete the Economics core courses.
Economics Electives
Select two electives at the 3000-level or above, of which no
more than one may be a Barnard course.
Mathematics
Select one of the following sequences:

MATH UN1101 Calculus I
MATH UN1102 Calculus II
MATH UN1201 Calculus III
MATH UN2010 Linear Algebra

or
MATH UN1207 Honors Mathematics A
MATH UN1208 Honors Mathematics B

Statistics
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference

STAT GU4205 Linear Regression Models
One elective from among courses numbered STAT GU4206
through GU4266.
Computer Science
Select one of the following courses:

COMS W1004 Introduction to Computer Science
and Programming in Java

COMS W1005 Introduction to Computer Science
and Programming in MATLAB

COMS W1007 Honors Introduction to Computer
Science

STAT UN2102 Applied Statistical Computing
Seminar
ECON W4918

Students who declare in Spring 2014 or
beyond:
In addition to the above requirements, students are required to
take three ECON electives at the 3000-level or above.

Major in Mathematics-
Statistics
The program is designed to prepare the student for: (1) a career in
industries such as finance and insurance that require a high level
of mathematical sophistication and a substantial knowledge of
probability and statistics; and (2) graduate study in quantitative
disciplines. Students choose electives in finance, actuarial science,
operations research, or other quantitative fields to complement
requirements in mathematics, statistics, and computer science.

Mathematics
Select one of the following sequences:
MATH UN1101
 - MATH UN1102
 - MATH UN1201
 - MATH UN2010
 - MATH UN2500

Calculus I
and Calculus II
and Calculus III
and Linear Algebra
and Analysis and Optimization

MATH UN1207
 - MATH UN1208
 - MATH UN2500

Honors Mathematics A
and Honors Mathematics B
and Analysis and Optimization

Statistics required courses
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference
STAT GU4205 Linear Regression Models
And select one of the following courses:
STAT GU4207 Elementary Stochastic Processes
STAT W4262
STAT GU4264 Stochastic Processes and

Applications
STAT W4265 Stochastic Methods in Finance
STAT G4266 Stochastic Control and Applications

in Finance
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Computer Science
Select one of the following courses:

COMS W1004 Introduction to Computer Science
and Programming in Java

COMS W1005 Introduction to Computer Science
and Programming in MATLAB

ENGI E1006 Introduction to Computing for
Engineers and Applied Scientists

COMS W1007 Honors Introduction to Computer
Science

or an advanced Computer Science offering in programming
Electives
An approved selection of three advanced courses in
mathematics, statistics, applied mathematics, industrial
engineering and operations research, computer science, or
approved mathematical methods courses in a quantitative
discipline. At least one elective must be a Mathematics
Department course numbered 3000 or above.

• Students interested in modeling applications are recommended
to take MATH V3027 Ordinary Differential Equations and
MATH V3028 Partial Differential Equations.

• Students interested in finance are recommended to include
among their electives,MATH GR5010 Introduction to the
Mathematics of Finance, STAT GU4261 Statistical Methods
in Finance, and STAT GU4221 Time Series Analysis.

• Students interested in graduate study in mathematics or
in statistics are recommended to take MATH GU4061
Introduction To Modern Analysis I and MATH GU4062
Introduction To Modern Analysis II.

• Students preparing for a career in actuarial science are
encouraged to replace STAT GU4205 Linear Regression
Models with STAT GU4282 Linear Regression and
Time Series Methods, and to take among their electives
STAT W4281 .

Major in Political Science–
Statistics
The interdepartmental major of political science–statistics is
designed for students who desire an understanding of political
science to pursue advanced study in this field and who also wish
to have at their command a broad range of sophisticated statistical
tools to analyze data related to social science and public policy
research.

Students should be aware of the rules regarding the use of the
Pass/D/Fail option. Courses in which a grade of D has been
received do not count toward the major requirements.

Political science–statistics students are eligible for all prizes
reserved for political science majors.

Students take courses in mathematics and 31 or 34 points in
political science, statistics, and computer science.

Political Science

Students must choose a primary subfield to study. Within
the subfield, students must take a minimum of three courses,
including the subfield's introductory course. The subfields and
their corresponding introductory courses are as follows:

American Politics:
POLS UN1201 Introduction To American

Government and Politics
Comparative Politics:
POLS V1501
International Relations:
POLS UN1601 Introduction to International

Politics
Political Theory: One of these three courses

POLS V1101
POLS GR4132 Political Thought - Classical and

Medieval
POLS W4134
Additionally, students must take a 4-point seminar in their
primary subfield.
Research Methods
Students must take the following two research methods courses:
POLS GU4710 Principles of Quantitative Political

Research
or POLS W3704

POLS W4712
Statistics
Select one of the following two sequences.

Sequence recommended for students preparing for graduate
study in statistics.
MATH UN1101 Calculus I
MATH UN1102 Calculus II
MATH UN2010 Linear Algebra
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference
STAT GU4205 Linear Regression Models
STAT GU4206 Statistical Computing and

Introduction to Data Science
Students taking the first track may replace the Mathematics
prerequisites with both of MATH UN1207 and
MATH UN1208
or

Sequence recommend for students preparing to apply
statistical methods in the social sciences.
STAT UN1101 Introduction to Statistics
STAT UN2102 Applied Statistical Computing
STAT UN2103 Applied Linear Regression Analysis
STAT UN2104 Applied Categorical Data Analysis
STAT UN3105 Applied Statistical Methods
STAT UN3106 Applied Data Mining

Statistics elective:
Students must take an approved elective in a statistics or a
quantitatively oriented course in a social science.
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Courses
Introductory Courses
Students interested in statistical concepts, but who do not
anticipate undertaking statistical analyses, should take STAT
UN1001 Introduction to Statistical Reasoning. Students
seeking an introduction to applied statistics or preparing for
the concentration should take STAT UN1101 Introduction
to Statistics (without calculus). Students seeking a foundation
for further study of probability theory and statistical theory
and methods should take STAT UN1201 Calculus-based
Introduction to Statistics. Students seeking a one-semester
calculus-based survey should take STAT GU4001 Introduction
to Probability and Statistics. The undergraduate seminar STAT
UN1202 features faculty lectures prepared with undergraduates in
mind; students may attend without registering.

STAT UN1001 Introduction to Statistical Reasoning. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative and
Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

A friendly introduction to statistical concepts and reasoning
with emphasis on developing statistical intuition rather than
on mathematical rigor. Topics include design of experiments,
descriptive statistics, correlation and regression, probability,
chance variability, sampling, chance models, and tests of
significance.

Fall 2016: STAT UN1001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 1001 001/62634 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
233 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Joyce
Robbins

3 45/48

STAT 1001 002/20936 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
833 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Guy Cohen 3 81/85

STAT 1001 003/63777 M W 6:10pm -
7:25pm
517 Hamilton Hall

Ha Nguyen 3 69/85

Spring 2017: STAT UN1001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 1001 001/76540 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
312 Mathematics
Building

Anthony
Donoghue

3 46/110

STAT 1001 002/73953 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
214 Pupin
Laboratories

Yayun Hsu 3 17/50

STAT 1001 003/67625 M W 10:10am -
11:25am
516 Hamilton Hall

Louis Mittel 3 47/50

STAT UN1101 Introduction to Statistics. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative and
Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: intermediate high school algebra.
Designed for students in fields that emphasize quantitative
methods. Graphical and numerical summaries, probability,
theory of sampling distributions, linear regression, analysis of
variance, confidence intervals and hypothesis testing. Quantitative
reasoning and data analysis. Practical experience with statistical
software. Illustrations are taken from a variety of fields. Data-
collection/analysis project with emphasis on study designs is part
of the coursework requirement.

Fall 2016: STAT UN1101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 1101 001/27845 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
310 Fayerweather

Banu Baydil 3 77/96

STAT 1101 002/14337 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
417 International
Affairs Bldg

David Rios 3 71/96

STAT 1101 003/16613 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
602 Hamilton Hall

David Rios 3 38/96

Spring 2017: STAT UN1101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 1101 001/28974 M W 11:40am -
12:55pm
203 Mathematics
Building

Banu Baydil 3 63/86

STAT 1101 002/76665 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
517 Hamilton Hall

Banu Baydil 3 70/86

STAT 1101 003/27319 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
717 Hamilton Hall

Banu Baydil 3 54/86

STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to Statistics. 3
points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative and
Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: one semester of calculus.
Designed for students who desire a strong grounding in statistical
concepts with a greater degree of mathematical rigor than in
STAT W1111. Random variables, probability distributions,
pdf, cdf, mean, variance, correlation, conditional distribution,
conditional mean and conditional variance, law of iterated
expectations, normal, chi-square, F and t distributions, law of
large numbers, central limit theorem, parameter estimation,
unbiasedness, consistency, efficiency, hypothesis testing, p-value,
confidence intervals, maximum likelihood estimation. Serves as
the pre-requisite for ECON W3412.

Fall 2016: STAT UN1201

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 1201 001/68511 M W 8:40am -
9:55am
517 Hamilton Hall

John
Cunningham

3 81/85
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STAT 1201 002/75527 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
517 Hamilton Hall

Anthony
Donoghue

3 66/85

STAT 1201 003/70931 M W 4:10pm -
5:25pm
517 Hamilton Hall

John
Cunningham

3 73/85

STAT 1201 004/10111 F 11:40am - 2:25pm
517 Hamilton Hall

Sheela
Kolluri

3 31/85

Spring 2017: STAT UN1201

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 1201 001/19141 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
C03 School Of
Social Work

David Rios 3 46/86

STAT 1201 002/60742 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
207 Mathematics
Building

Joyce
Robbins

3 85/86

STAT 1201 003/67320 M W 6:10pm -
7:25pm
602 Hamilton Hall

Ha Nguyen 3 80/86

STAT 1201 004/10614 F 11:40am - 2:25pm
207 Mathematics
Building

Sheela
Kolluri

3 49/86

STAT UN1202 Undergraduate Seminar. 1 point.
Prerequisites: Previous or concurrent enrollment in a course in
statistics would make the talks more accessible.
Prepared with undergraduates majoring in quantitative
disciplines in mind, the presentations in this colloquium focus
on the interface between data analysis, computation, and
theory in interdisciplinary research. Meetings are open to all
undergraduates, whether registered or not. Presenters are drawn
from the faculty of department in Arts and Sciences, Engineering,
Public Health and Medicine.

Fall 2016: STAT UN1202

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 1202 001/91046 F 10:10am -
11:25am
420 Pupin
Laboratories

Ronald
Neath,
Banu Baydil

1 15/25

STAT GU4001 Introduction to Probability and Statistics. 3
points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative
and Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: Calculus through multiple integration and infinite
sums.
A calculus-based tour of the fundamentals of probability theory
and statistical inference. Probability models, random variables,
useful distributions, conditioning, expectations, law of large
numbers, central limit theorem, point and confidence interval
estimation, hypothesis tests, linear regression.  This course replaces
SIEO 4150.

Fall 2016: STAT GU4001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4001 001/62983 T Th 8:40am -
9:55am
207 Mathematics
Building

Larry
Wright

3 46/120

STAT 4001 002/23283 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
501 Northwest
Corner

Mark
Brown

3 131/150

Spring 2017: STAT GU4001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4001 001/21880 T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
207 Mathematics
Building

David Rios 3 90/110

STAT 4001 002/17296 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
312 Mathematics
Building

Mark
Brown

3 95/110

Applied Statistics
Concentration Courses
The applied statistics sequence, together with an introductory
course, forms the concentration in applied statistics. STAT
UN2102 Applied statistical computing may be used to satisfy
the computing requirement for the major, and the other
concentration courses may be used to satisfy the elective
requirements for the major. (Students who stat STAT W4205
Linear Regression for the major would find that they have covered
essentially all of the material in STAT UN2103 Applied Linear
Regression Analysis.

STAT UN2102 Applied Statistical Computing. 3 points.
Corequisites: An introductory course in statistic (STAT UN1101
is recommended).
This course is an introduction to R programming.  After learning
basic programming component, such as defining variables and
vectors, and learning different data structures in R, students
will, via project-based assignments, study more advanced topics,
such as recursion, conditionals, modular programming, and data
visualization.  Students will also learn the fundamental concepts in
computational complexity, and will practice writing reports based
on their statistical analyses.

STAT UN2103 Applied Linear Regression Analysis. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement

Prerequisites: An introductory course in statistics (STAT UN1101
is recommended). Students without programming experience in R
might find STAT UN2102 very helpful.
Develops critical thinking and data analysis skills for regression
analysis in science and policy settings. Simple and multiple
linear regression, non-linear and logistic models, random-effects
models. Implementation in a statistical package. Emphasis on real-
world examples and on planning, proposing, implementing, and
reporting.

Fall 2016: STAT UN2103

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment
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STAT 2103 001/25849 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
5ab Kraft Center

Gabriel
Young

3 37/86

STAT UN2104 Applied Categorical Data Analysis. 3 points.
Prerequisites: STAT UN2103 is strongly recommended. Students
without programming experience in R might find STAT UN2102
very helpful.
This course covers statistical models amd methods for analyzing
and drawing inferences for problems involving categofical data.
 The goals are familiarity and understanding of a substantial
and integrated body of statistical methods that are used for such
problems, experience in anlyzing data using these methods, and
profficiency in communicating the results of such methods,
and the ability to critically evaluate the use of such methods.
 Topics include binomial proportions, two-way and three-way
contingency tables, logistic regression, log-linear models for large
multi-way contingency tables, graphical methods.  The statistical
package R will be used.

Spring 2017: STAT UN2104

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 2104 001/82746 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
313 Fayerweather

James
Landwehr

3 30/60

STAT UN3105 Applied Statistical Methods. 3 points.
Prerequisites: At least one, and preferably both, of STAT UN2103
and UN2104 are strongly recommended. Students without
programming experience in R might find STAT UN2102 very
helpful.
This course is intended to give students practical experience
with statistical methods beyond linear regression and categorical
data analysis.  The focus will be on understanding the uses and
limitations of models, not the mathematical foundations for
the methods.  Topics that may be covered include random and
mixed-effects models, classical non-parametric techniques, the
statistical theory causality, sample survey design, multi-level
models, generalized linear regression, generalized estimating
equations and over-dispersion, survival analysis including
the Kaplan-Meier estimator, log-rank statistics, and the Cox
proportional hazards regression model.  Power calculations and
proposal and report writing will be discussed.

Fall 2016: STAT UN3105

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 3105 001/13780 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
503 Hamilton Hall

David Rios 3 21/50

STAT UN3106 Applied Data Mining. 3 points.
Prerequisites: STAT UN2103. Students without programming
experience in R might find STAT UN2102 very helpful.
Data Mining is a dynamic and fast growing field at the interface
of Statistics and Computer Science. The emergence of massive
datasets containing millions or even billions of observations
provides the primary impetus for the field. Such datasets arise, for
instance, in large-scale retailing, telecommunications, astronomy,

computational and statistical challenges. This course will provide
an overview of current practice in data mining. Specific topics
covered with include databases and data warehousing, exploratory
data analysis and visualization, descriptive modeling, predictive
modeling, pattern and rule discovery, text mining, Bayesian data
mining, and causal inference. The use of statistical software will be
emphasized.

Spring 2017: STAT UN3106

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 3106 001/81399 T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
233 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Gabriel
Young

3 47/50

Foundation Courses
The calculus-based foundation courses for the core of the
statistics major. These courses are GU4203 Probability Theory,
GU4204 Statistical Inference, GU4205 Linear Regression,
GU4206 Statistical Computing and Introduction to Data
Science, and GU4207 Elementary Stochastic processes. Ideally,
students would take Probability theory or the equivalent before
taking either Statistical Inference or Elementary Stochastic
Processes, and would have taken Statistical Inference before,
or at least concurrently with taking Linear Regression Analysis,
and would have taken Linear Regression analysis before, or at
least concurrently, with taking the computing and data science
course. A semester of calculus should be taken before Probability,
additional semesters of calculus are recommended before
Statistical Inference, and a course in linear algebra before Linear
Regression is strongly recommended. For the more advanced
electives in stochastic processes, Probability Theory is an essential
prerequisite, and many students would benefit from taking
Elementary Stochastic Processes, too. Linear Regression and the
computing and data science course should be taken before the
advanced electives in machine learning and data science. Linear
Regression is a strongly recommended prerequisite, or at least co-
requisite, for the remaining advanced statistical electives.

STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference
STAT GU4205 Linear Regression Models
STAT GU4206 Statistical Computing and

Introduction to Data Science
STAT GU4207 Elementary Stochastic Processes

Advanced Statistics Courses
Advanced statistics courses combine theory with methods and
practical experience in data analysis. Undergraduates enrolling
in advanced statistics courses would be well-advised to have
completed STAT GU4203 (Probability Theory), GU4204
(Statistical Inference), and GU4205 (Linear Regression).

STAT GU4221 Time Series Analysis. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative and
Deductive Reasoning (QUA).
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Prerequisites: STAT GU4205 or the equivalent.
Least squares smoothing and prediction, linear systems,
Fourier analysis, and spectral estimation. Impulse response and
transfer function. Fourier series, the fast Fourier transform,
autocorrelation function, and spectral density. Univariate Box-
Jenkins modeling and forecasting. Emphasis on applications.
Examples from the physical sciences, social sciences, and business.
Computing is an integral part of the course.

Fall 2016: STAT GU4221

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4221 001/73322 M W 7:40pm -
8:55pm
312 Mathematics
Building

Irene
Hueter

3 14/30

Spring 2017: STAT GU4221

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4221 001/76456 M W 7:40pm -
8:55pm
614 Schermerhorn
Hall

Abolfazal
Safikhani

3 30/40

STAT 4221 002/29812 Sa 2:40pm - 5:25pm
312 Mathematics
Building

Rongning
Wu

3 12/40

STAT GU4224 Bayesian Statistics. 3 points.
Prerequisites: STAT GU4204 or the equivalent.
Bayesian vs frequentist, prior and posterior distributions,
conjugate priors, informative and non-informative prior subjective
and objective bayes, oneand two sample problems, models
for normal data, models for binary data, multivariate normal
shrinkage, bayesian linear models, bayesian computation (start
early), MCMC algorithms, the Gibbs sampler, hierarchical
models, empirical bayes, hypothesis testing, bayes factors, model
selection, software: R and WinBUGS

Fall 2016: STAT GU4224

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4224 001/63446 M W 2:40pm -
3:55pm
413 Kent Hall

Ronald
Neath

3 21/20

Spring 2017: STAT GU4224

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4224 001/19142 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
833 Seeley W. Mudd
Building

Ronald
Neath

3 17/40

STAT W4233 Multilevel Models. 0 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative
and Deductive Reasoning (QUA).
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: STAT GU4205 or the equivalent.
Theory and practice, including model-checking, for random and
mixed-effects models (also called hierarchical, multi-level models).
Extensive use of the computer to analyse data.

STAT GU4234 Sample Surveys. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative and
Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: STAT GU4204 or the equivalent.
Introductory course on the design and analysis of sample surveys.
How sample surveys are conducted, why the designs are used, how
to analyze survey results, and how to derive from first principles
the standard results and their generalizations. Examples from
public health, social work, opinion polling, and other topics of
interest.

Fall 2016: STAT GU4234

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4234 001/91847 T Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm
214 Pupin
Laboratories

Rongning
Wu

3 6/13

STAT GU4261 Statistical Methods in Finance. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative and
Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: STAT GU4205 or the equivalent.
A fast-paced introduction to statistical methods used in
quantitative finance. Financial applications and statistical
methodologies are intertwined in all lectures. Topics include
regression analysis and applications to the Capital Asset Pricing
Model and multifactor pricing models, principal components
and multivariate analysis, smoothing techniques and estimation
of yield curves statistical methods for financial time series, value
at risk, term structure models and fixed income research, and
estimation and modeling of volatilities. Hands-on experience with
financial data.

Fall 2016: STAT GU4261

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4261 002/87297 F 11:40am - 2:10pm
203 Mathematics
Building

Hammou
ElBarmi

3 13/20

Spring 2017: STAT GU4261

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4261 001/73209 Sa 9:10am -
11:40am
501 Schermerhorn
Hall

Zhiliang
Ying

3 22/25

STAT W4263 Statistical Inference and Time-Series Modelling.
3 points.
Prerequisites: STAT GU4204 or the equivalent. STAT GU4205
is recommended.
Modeling and inference for random processes, from natural
sciences to finance and economics. ARMA, ARCH, GARCH and
nonlinear models, parameter estimation, prediction and filtering.
 This is a core course in the MS program in mathematical finance.
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STAT GU4291 Advanced Data Analysis. 3 points.
CC/GS: Partial Fulfillment of Science Requirement, BC:
Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative and
Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: STAT GU4205 and at least one statistics course
numbered between GU4221 and GU4261.
This is a course on getting the most out of data. The emphasis
will be on hands-on experience, involving case studies with real
data and using common statistical packages. The course covers,
at a very high level, exploratory data analysis, model formulation,
goodness of fit testing, and other standard and non-standard
statistical procedures, including linear regression, analysis of
variance, nonlinear regression, generalized linear models, survival
analysis, time series analysis, and modern regression methods.
Students will be expected to propose a data set of their choice for
use as case study material.

Fall 2016: STAT GU4291

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4291 001/23324 F 6:10pm - 8:55pm
309 Havemeyer Hall

Demissie
Alemayehu

3 0/25

Spring 2017: STAT GU4291

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

STAT 4291 001/14452 F 10:10am -
12:40pm
312 Mathematics
Building

Hammou
ElBarmi

3 19/25

Actuarial Sciences Courses
Only students preparing for a career in actuarial sciences should
consider the courses in this section. Such students may also be
interested in courses offered through the School of Professional
Studies M.S. Program in Actuarial Science, but must check with
the academic advisors in their schools to know whether they
are allowed to register for those courses. Students majoring in
statistics and preparing for a career in actuarial science may take
STAT GU4282 (Regression and Time Series Analysis) in place
of the major requirement STAT GU4205 (Linear Regression
Analysis).

STAT W4281
STAT GU4282 Linear Regression and Time Series

Methods

Advanced Data Science
Courses
In response to the ever growing importance of ``big data” in
scientific and policy endeavors, the last few years have seen
an explosive growth in theory, methods, and applications at
the interface between computer science and statistics. The
Department offers a sequence that begins with the core course
STAT GU4206 (Statistical Computing and Introduction to Data
Science) and continues with the advanced electives GU4241
(Statistical Machine Learning) and GU4242 (Advanced Machine
Learning), and also the advanced elective STAT GU4243

(Applied Data Science). Undergraduate students without
experience in programming would likely benefit from taking the
statistical computing and data science course before attempting
GU4241, GU4242, or GU4243.

STAT GU4241 Statistical Machine Learning
STAT Q4242 Advanced Machine Learning
STAT GU4243 Applied Data Science
STAT W4702 Exploratory Data Analysis and

Visualization

Advanced Stochastic
Processes Courses
The stochastic processes electives in this section have STAT
GU4203 (Probability Theory) or the equivalent as prerequisites
Most students would also benefit from taking STAT GU4207
(Elementary Stochastic Processes) before embarking on the more
advanced stochastic processes electives.

STAT W3201 Math Finance in Continuous Time
STAT W4262
STAT GU4264 Stochastic Processes and

Applications
STAT W4265 Stochastic Methods in Finance
STAT G4266 Stochastic Control and Applications

in Finance
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Sustainable
Development
Departmental Office: The Earth Institute, Office of
Academic and Research Programs, Hogan, B-Level; http://
sdev.ei.columbia.edu

Co-Directors of Undergraduate Studies:
Ruth DeFries, 212-851-1647; rd2402@columbia.edu
Jason Smerdon, 845-365-8493; jsmerdon@ldeo.columbia.edu

Program Administrators:
Natalie Unwin-Kuruneri, 212-854-8536; natalie@ei.columbia.edu
Jessica Sotomayor, 212-851-9350; jsotomayor@ei.columbia.edu

Sustainable development is founded on the premise that human
well-being should advance without irreparable harm to ecosystems
and the vital services they provide, without depleting essential
resources, and without posing risks to future generations. The
term "sustainable" refers to managing the world's economy in
a manner consistent with the continued healthy functioning
of Earth's ecosystems, oceans, atmosphere and climate. In this
context, "development" refers to continued social, political, and
economic progress aimed at improving the well-being of the
global community, especially for the poorest people.

Academic Programs
The Earth Institute—in collaboration with Columbia College,
the School of General Studies, the School of International and
Public Affairs, and the Departments of Earth and Environmental
Science; Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology; and
Earth and Environmental Engineering—offers a major and a
special concentration in sustainable development.

These programs are designed to: engage students in this emergent
interdisciplinary discussion, provide knowledge of the theory
and practice of sustainable development, stimulate a critical
examination of historical and conceptual antecedents, provide
experience in the complex challenges of sustainable development
through direct engagement, and help them imagine alternative
futures for our rapidly changing world. With help from the Earth
Institute faculty, courses are specifically created to address the
very real and complex issues of development as they relate to the
interactions of the natural and social systems.

The major focuses heavily on the sciences and provides students
with a working knowledge of issues on a range of interacting
subject areas. After declaring the major, students are assigned an
academic adviser from within the Earth Institute, who advises on
class selection and career development. Students benefit from a
support system of faculty, advisers, and program managers, and
have access to the multitude of resources for internships, study
abroad programs, and career development.

The special concentration is intentionally more flexible, but its
structure allows students to benefit from the cross-disciplinary

courses and to build the expertise to allow them to address
the fundamental issue of how to move towards a trajectory of
sustainability.

The sustainable development program is structured to ensure that
students graduate with the skills and knowledge to enable them
to advance professionally in the public, private, governmental,
and nonprofit sectors, and to pursue advanced degrees. Those
interested in sustainable development are encouraged to
participate in lectures, conferences, and other programs sponsored
by the Earth Institute.

Grading
A letter grade of C- or better is needed in all program-related
courses in order to satisfy the program requirements.

Faculty
Committee for Sustainable
Development

• Steven Cohen (The Earth Institute and School of
International and Public Affairs)

• Peter Coleman (Psychology and Teachers College)
• Patricia Culligan (Civil Engineering and Engineering

Mechanics)
• Ruth DeFries (Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental

Biology) (Co-Chair)
• Peter deMenocal (Earth and Environmental Sciences)
• Joseph Graziano (Mailman School of Public Health)
• Kevin Griffin (Earth and Environmental Sciences) (Co-Chair)
• Upmanu Lall (Earth and Environmental Engineering)
• Edward Lloyd (Law School)
• Alberto Medina (Latin American and Iberian Cultures)
• Michele Moody-Adams (Philosophy)
• Shahid Naeem (Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental

Biology)
• Stephanie Pfirman (Environmental Science, Barnard)
• Robert Pollack (Biological Sciences)
• Victoria Rosner (General Studies)
• Wolfram Schlenker (Economics)
• Elliott Sclar (Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and

Preservation)
• Sam Sia (Biomedical Engineering)
• Sara Tjossem (School of International and Public Affairs)
• Kathryn Yatrakis (Columbia College)
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Requirements
Major in Sustainable
Development
The sustainable development foundation courses should be taken
first and students should then work with the program adviser on
further course selection and sequencing.

The major in sustainable development requires a minimum of 15
courses and a practicum as follows:

Sustainable Development Foundation
SDEV UN1900 Introduction to Sustainable

Development Seminar
SDEV W2300
EESC UN2330 Science for Sustainable

Development
Basic Disciplinary Foundation
Select one of the following science sequences:
PHYS UN1202
 - PHYS UN1202

General Physics II
and General Physics II

CHEM UN1403
 - CHEM UN1404

General Chemistry I (Lecture)
and General Chemistry II ( Lecture)

EEEB UN2001
 - EEEB W2002

Environmental Biology I: Elements
to Organisms
and

EESC UN2100
 - EESC UN2200

Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Climate System
and Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Solid Earth System

EESC UN2100
 - EESC UN2300

Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Climate System
and Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Life System

EESC UN2200
 - EESC UN2300

Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Solid Earth System
and Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Life System

EESC UN1600
 - EESC UN2100

Earth Resources and Sustainable
Development
and Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Climate System

EESC UN1600
 - EESC UN2300

Earth Resources and Sustainable
Development
and Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Life System

Select two of the following social science courses:
SOCI UN1000 The Social World
ANTH UN1002 The Interpretation of Culture
ECON UN1105 Principles of Economics
POLS V1501
POLS UN1601 Introduction to International

Politics
SDEV W2000
SDEV W3400 Human Populations and

Sustainable Development
Select one of the following quantitative foundations courses:

EEEB UN3005 Introduction to Statistics for
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

EESC BC3017 Environmental Data Analysis
MATH UN2010 Linear Algebra
STAT UN1201 Calculus-Based Introduction to

Statistics
STAT UN2103 Applied Linear Regression Analysis
STAT W3106
STAT GU4203 PROBABILITY THEORY
STAT GU4204 Statistical Inference
STAT GU4207 Elementary Stochastic Processes
Analysis and Solutions to Complex Problems
Select two of the following courses:
CIEE E3260 Engineering for developing

communities
EAEE W4304 Closing the carbon cycle
ECIA W4100 Management and development of

water systems
EESC BC3032 Agricultural and Urban Land Use:

Human-Environment Interactions
EESC BC3045 Responding to Climate Change
EESC GU4600 Earth Resources and Sustainable

Development
PLAN A4579 Introduction to Environmental

Planning
PUBH W3100 Fundamentals of Global Health
SDEV W3330 Ecological and Social Systems for

Sustainable Development
SDEV W3355
SDEV W3360 Disasters and Development
SDEV W3366 Energy Law
SDEV W3410 Urbanization and Sustainable

Development
SOCI BC3932 Climate Change, Global Migration,

and Human Rights in the
Anthropocene

URBS UN3565 Cities in Developing Countries:
Problems and Prospects

The Summer Ecosystems Experience for Undergraduates
(SEE-U) *

Skills/Actions
Select two of the following courses:
EAEE E4257 Environmental data analysis and

modeling
EESC GU4050 Global Assessment and Monitoring

Using Remote Sensing
SDEV W2320 Economic and Financial Methods

for Sustainable Development
SDEV W3390
SDEV W3450
SDEV W4015 Complexity Science
SOCI UN3010 Methods for Social Research
SUMA K4100

The Summer Ecosystems Experience for Undergraduates
(SEE-U) *
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Electives
Select one of the following courses:
INAF U4420 Oil, Rights and Development
SDEV W3998
SUMA K4310
SUMA K4734 Earth Institute Practicum
Select two of the following:

Additional courses from analysis and solutions to complex
problem
Additional courses from skills/actions
Upper division courses from the list approved by program
adviser

EESC W3901
 - EESC BC3800

and Senior Research Seminar

Capstone Workshop
SDEV UN3280 Workshop in Sustainable

Development

* The Summer Ecosystem Experiences for Undergraduates
(SEE-U): Please note that students in the major or the special
concentration who take SEE-U as a 6-point course can use
3 points towards the Complex Problems requirement and 3
points towards the Skills/Action requirement. If SEE-U is
taken for 3 points, it can only count as one Complex Problems
class.

Special Concentration in
Sustainable Development
In addition to the requirements of the special concentration,
students must complete a major or a full concentration.

The sustainable development foundation courses should be taken
first and students should then work with the program adviser on
further course selection and sequencing.

The special concentration in sustainable development requires a
minimum of 9 courses and a practicum as follows:

Sustainable Development Foundation
SDEV UN1900 Introduction to Sustainable

Development Seminar
SDEV W2300
EESC UN2330 Science for Sustainable

Development
Natural Science Systems
Select one of the following courses:

CHEM UN1403 General Chemistry I (Lecture)
EEEB W1001 Biodiversity
EEEB W2002
EESC W1003 Climate and Society: Case Studies
EESC W1011/W1411
EESC UN1201 Environmental Risks and Disasters
EESC UN1600 Earth Resources and Sustainable

Development

EESC UN2100 Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Climate System

EESC UN2200 Earth's Environmental Systems:
The Solid Earth System

PHYS V1201 General Physics I
Human Science Systems
Select one of the following courses:

ANTH UN1002 The Interpretation of Culture
ECON UN1105 Principles of Economics
POLS V1501
POLS UN1601 Introduction to International

Politics
SDEV W2000
SDEV W3400 Human Populations and

Sustainable Development
SOCI UN1000 The Social World

Analysis and Solutions to Complex Problems
Select two of the following courses:
CIEE E3260 Engineering for developing

communities
EAEE W4304 Closing the carbon cycle
ECIA W4100 Management and development of

water systems
EESC BC3032 Agricultural and Urban Land Use:

Human-Environment Interactions
EESC BC3045 Responding to Climate Change
EESC GU4600 Earth Resources and Sustainable

Development
PLAN A4579 Introduction to Environmental

Planning
PUBH W3100 Fundamentals of Global Health
SDEV W3330 Ecological and Social Systems for

Sustainable Development
SDEV W3355
SDEV W3360 Disasters and Development
SDEV W3366 Energy Law
SDEV W3410 Urbanization and Sustainable

Development
SOCI BC3932 Climate Change, Global Migration,

and Human Rights in the
Anthropocene

URBS UN3565 Cities in Developing Countries:
Problems and Prospects

The Summer Ecosystem Experiences for Undergraduates
(SEE-U) *

Skills/Actions
Select one of the following courses:
EAEE E4257 Environmental data analysis and

modeling
EESC GU4050 Global Assessment and Monitoring

Using Remote Sensing
SCNC W3010 Science, technology and society
SDEV W2320 Economic and Financial Methods

for Sustainable Development
SDEV W3390
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SDEV W3450
SDEV W4015 Complexity Science
SOCI UN3010 Methods for Social Research
SUMA K4100

The Summer Ecosystem Experiences for Undergraduates
(SEE-U) *

Practicum
Select one of the following courses:
SDEV W3998
INAF U4420 Oil, Rights and Development
SUMA K4310
SUMA K4734 Earth Institute Practicum
Capstone Workshop
SDEV UN3280 Workshop in Sustainable

Development

* The Summer Ecosystem Experiences for Undergraduates
(SEE-U): Please note that students in the major or the special
concentration who take SEE-U as a 6-point course can use
3 points towards the Complex Problems requirement and 3
points towards the Skills/Action requirement. If SEE-U is
taken for 3 points, it can only count as one Complex Problems
class.

Courses
SDEV UN1900 Introduction to Sustainable Development
Seminar. 1 Point.
Open to prospective sustainable development majors and
concentrators only.

The course is designed to be a free flowing discussion of the
principals of sustainable development and the scope of this
emerging discipline. This course will also serve to introduce the
students to the requirements of the undergraduate program in
sustainable development and the content of the required courses
in both the special concentration and the major. The focus will be
on the breadth of subject matter, the multidisciplinary nature of
the scholarship and familiarity with the other key courses in the
program. Offered in the Fall and Spring.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Fall 2016 001 70489 Jason Smerdon M 11:40am -
12:55pm
825 Seeley W.
Mudd Building

Spring 2017 001 83099 Jason Smerdon M 11:40am -
12:55pm
834 Seeley W.
Mudd Building

SDEV UN2000 Introduction to Environmental Law. 3 Points.
The course provides an overview of environmental law for
students without a legal background. It examines U.S. statutes and
regulations regarding air, water, hazardous and toxic materials,
land use, climate change, endangered species, and the like, as
well as international environmental issues. After completing
the course students should be equipped to understand how the
environmental laws operate, the role of the courts, international

treaties and government agencies in implementing environmental
protection, and techniques used in addressing these issues.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Spring 2017 001 87798 Philip Weinberg M W 10:10am -
11:25am
307 Pupin
Laboratories

SDEV UN2300 Challenges of Sustainable Development. 3
Points.
This course provides an introduction to the interdisciplinary
field of sustainable development, drawing on the most recent
developments in social and physical sciences. The course
describes the interactions between physical ecology and economic
development, and it stresses the ways in which they impact
each other. Ecological constraints (climate, disease ecology,
physical resources such as soils and energy sources, topography
and transport conditions) significantly shape the patterns of
economic development, demography, and wealth and poverty.
At the same time, anthropogenic activities (farming, resource
depletion, demographic stresses, and energy use) change the
physical environment. The course offers a rigorous treatment
of the field and aims to provide students with an understanding
of economic development and its relation to nature's processes.
Offered in the Spring.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Spring 2017 001 91097 Jason Chun Yu
Wong

T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
Ren Kraft
Center

SDEV W2320 Economic and Financial Methods for
Sustainable Development. 3 Points.
Prerequisites: Principles of Economics and one semester of
calculus.
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the skills
and methods necessary to understand and evaluate the economic
and financial aspects of sustainable development. Throughout
the course, students will compare competing objectives and
policies through the prism of economic & financial reasoning.
Environmental economics and finance are broad areas covering all
the multi-faceted and complex interactions between the economic
system and the natural environment. Financial markets are the
primary source of signals used to direct economic activity in
a capitalist global economy. Economic activity is the primary
determinant of the quality and sustainability of the natural
environment. Students interested in sustainable development who
are unfamiliar with economics and who do not develop a facility
with economic and financial concepts are severely handicapped in
their efforts to increase the level of environmental responsibility
embedded in economic activity. This course is intended to
provide students with a flying introduction to key analytical
concepts required to understand topics in environmental
economics and finance and to introduce them to selected topics
within the field. The first part of the course (the Analytical
Toolbox) is designed to provide a set of portable skills for two sets
of students: a) those who will work in fields specifically devoted
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to sustainable development who, as part of their work, will need
to engage with sources of economic & financial information and
with discourses where sustainable development is not a focus; and
b) students who may end up following careers in organizations
where sustainability is not the primary objective. The topics and
readings in the second part of the course were chosen to facilitate
a critical engagement with the broad intellectual framework
underlying sustainable development from the perspective of
economics and finance. The topics are intended to create a
community of intellectual discourse on sustainable development
that will spill over beyond the classroom to the conversations of
students and alumni that will far outlive graduation. Offered in
the Fall.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Fall 2016 001 16037 Satyajit Bose T Th 2:40pm -
3:55pm
327 Seeley W.
Mudd Building

SDEV W3200 Global Food Systems. 3 Points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Concerns about food shortages, land use, climate change and
biodiversity have created an urgent need for interdisciplinary
researchers, practitioners and policy-makers focused on
agriculture. Developing sound solutions that improve agricultural
production systems in a sustainable way demands in-depth
knowledge of key disciplines underpinning tropical agricultural
production systems as well as a good understanding of the broader
biophysical, economic and socio-cultural context. Focusing on
agricultural science, including biophysical and socioeconomic
factors, farming systems, technology, crop and soil management,
and current policy issues in agriculture and food production, with
a focus on the tropics and subtropics, this course will give key
insights into how to improve environmental quality, nutrition
and farmers' incomes through sustainable agricultural practices in
developing countries.

SDEV UN3280 Workshop in Sustainable Development. 4
Points.
Open to sustainable development seniors only.

The upper level undergraduate Sustainable Development
Workshop will be modeled on client based graduate-level
workshops, but with more time devoted to methods of applied
policy analysis and issues in Sustainable Development.  The
heart of the course is the group project on an issue of sustainable
development with a faculty advisor providing guidance and
ultimately grading student performance. Students would receive
instruction on methodology, group work, communication and
the context of policy analysis. Much of the reading in the course
would be project-specific and identified by the student research
teams. Offered in Fall and Spring. For registration issues contact
Jessica Sotomayor (jsotomayor@ei.columbia.edu).

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Fall 2016 001 27661 Stuart Gaffin T Th 12:10pm -
2:00pm

201d Philosophy
Hall

Fall 2016 002 16732 Radley Horton M W 10:10am -
12:00pm
4c Kraft Center

Spring 2017 001 13698 Stuart Gaffin T Th 12:10pm -
2:00pm
104 Knox Hall

Spring 2017 002 16500 Radley Horton M W 10:10am -
12:00pm
507 Philosophy
Hall

SDEV UN3310 Ethics of Sustainable Development. 3 Points.
Aiming to improve human conditions within many diverse
environments, sustainable development seeks to create, increase
and perpetuate benefit and to cease, rectify and reverse harm.
Sustainable development is consequently inextricable from the
fabric of ethics, woven with determinations of benefit and harm
to the existence and well-being of both humans and nonhumans.
Underlying such determinations are those of self- and other-
regarding motivation and behavior; and underlying these are
still others, of sensitivity and rationality in decision-making,
whether individual, social or public. Sustainable development is
interlaced with and contingent upon all these determinations,
at once prescriptive and judgmental, which can be called the
ethics of sustainable development. This course is divided into
four main sections, of which two are intended to show the ethical
fallacies of unsustainable development, and two, the ethical
pathways of sustainable development. The first section focuses
upon ethically problematic basic assumptions, including human
(species) hegemony, happy (hedonic) materialism, and selective
(data) denial. The second focuses upon ethically problematic
ensuing rationalizations, including those pertaining to damages,
victims, consequences and situations of climatic, chemical,
biological and ecological harm. The third section responds to
these rationalizations with ethically vital considerations of earth
justice, environmental justice, culturally-based ethics, and sector-
based ethics (water, food, place and climate ethics). Finally, the
fourth section responds to the initial, longstanding problematic
assumptions with a newly emergent ethical paradigm, comprising
biotic wholeness, environmental integrity and the deliberative
zero-goal. Tying all sections together is the central theme: to
be sustainable, development must be ethical. Reflecting the
collaborative quality of the field of sustainable development,
the course extends to readings whose authors have all pursued
their work at intersections of science and ethics, environment
and ethics, policy and ethics, business and ethics, and sustainable
development and ethics.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Spring 2017 001 17597 Adela Gondek T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
834 Seeley W.
Mudd Building
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SDEV W3330 Ecological and Social Systems for Sustainable
Development. 3 Points.
Prerequisites: SDEV W2300 Challenges of Sustainable
Development; EESC W2330 Science for Sustainable
Development.
The course provides an overview of the complex relationships
between ecological and social systems. The course focuses on
basic principles in understanding these relationships. After the
students are introduced to these basic concepts, the course will
focus on three current topics central to Sustainable Development
for in-depth study. The emphasis is on the multiple perspectives
- environmental, social and economic - required to understand
and develop solutions to problems in sustainable development.
The three topics are: conservation of biodiversity, payments
for ecosystem services, and the ecology of food production. We
expect these topics to vary from year to year to keep pace with
current topics. The following areas will be covered.: -What is an
ecosystem? How are social and ecological systems linked through
the flow of energy and materials? -What are the characteristics of
coupled human-natural systems? How do these systems function?
-What are the current topics in sustainable development that
require understanding of social and ecological systems? -For each
topic (protection of biodiversity, ecosystem services, ecology of
food production), what are the environmental, economic, and
social perspectives important for sustainable solutions? How can
critical thinking be applied to balance these perspectives to derive
sustainable solution? -Data analysis and approaches to analyze
ecosystems and options for sustainable development. Offered in
the Fall.

SDEV UN3355 Climate Change and Law. 3 Points.
Enrollment limited to 15.

The purpose of this course is to provide students with a broad
introduction to the field of climate law in the United States
and at the international level. The course begins with an
overview of the causes and effects of global climate change
and the methods available to control and adapt to it. We then
examine the negotiation, implementation and current status
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, the Kyoto Protocol, and the Copenhagen Accord. The
focus then turns to the past and proposed actions of the U.S.
Congress, the executive branch and the courts, as well as regional,
state and municipal efforts. The Clean Air Act, the National
Environmental Policy Act and the Endangered Species Act will
receive special attention. We evaluate the various legal tools that
are available to address climate change, including cap-and-trade
schemes; carbon taxation; command-and-control regulation;
litigation; securities disclosures; and voluntary action. The roles
of energy efficiency, renewable energy sources, carbon capture
and sequestration, and forestry and agriculture each receive
close attention. Implications for international human rights,
international trade, environmental justice, and international and
intergenerational equity are discussed. The course concludes with
examination of the special challenges posed by China; proposals
for adaptation and geoengineering; and business opportunities and
the role of lawyers. Offered in the Spring.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Spring 2017 001 86596 Michael Gerrard T Th 9:10am -
10:30am
107 Jerome L
Greene Hall

SDEV W3360 Disasters and Development. 3 Points.
Prerequisites: EESC 2330; SDEV W2300.
Human welfare status is very unevenly distributed throughout
the globe – some of us live very comfortable lives, others remain
in desperate poverty showing little progress away from their
condition. Between are countries that are rapidly developing
and converging toward the welfare of the richest. At all levels of
economic development human activities place significant pressure
on the environment and threatens all of Earth’s vital functions
and support systems for human life. This challenge requires
timely responses based on solid understanding of the human/
environment interface, technological and economic approaches
to mitigate adverse effects on the environment, and routes to
understanding the complex dynamics of the coupled human/
natural systems that can chart a pathway to improvement in
the lives of the poorest and continued well-being for those who
have achieved prosperity without forcing natural systems into
decline or massive fluctuation. This course offers undergraduate
students, for the first time, a comprehensive course on the link
between natural disaster events and human development at all
levels of welfare. It explores the role that natural disasters might
have and have had in modulating development prospects. Any
student seriously interested in sustainable development, especially
in light of climate change, must study the nature of extreme
events - their causes, global distribution and likelihood of future
change. This course will cover not only the nature of extreme
events, including earthquakes, hurricanes, floods and droughts but
also their transformation into disaster through social processes.
It will ultimately help students to understand the link between
such extreme events, the economic/social shock they represent
and development outcomes. The course will combine careful
analysis of the natural and social systems dynamics that give rise
to disasters and examine through group learning case studies from
the many disasters that have occurred in the first decade of the
21st century. Offered in the Spring (odd years only).

SDEV W3366 Energy Law. 3 Points.
This course concerns the regulation of energy, energy resources,
and energy facilities. Among the topics will be the regulation
of rates and services; the roles of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and the state public utility commissions; and the
interaction with environmental law. Attention will be devoted
to energy resources (such as oil, natural gas and coal) and to
generating, transmission and distribution facilities. The current
and future roles of renewable energy, energy efficiency, and
nuclear energy will receive special attention, as will the regulation
and deregulation of electricity.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Fall 2016 001 66872 Michael Gerrard T 4:20pm -
6:10pm
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102a Green Hall
Law Building

SDEV UN3390 GIS for Sustainable Development. 3 Points.
Priority given to sustainable development senior and juniors.

This course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive
overview of theoretical concepts underlying GIS systems and
to give students a strong set of practical skills to use GIS for
sustainable development research. Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) are a system of computer software, data and
analysis methods used to create, store, manage, digital information
that allow us to create maps and dynamic models to analyze the
physical and social processes of the world. Through a mixture of
lectures, readings, focused discussions, and hands-on exercises,
students will acquire an understanding of the variety and structure
of spatial data and databases, gain knowledge of the principles
behind raster and vector based spatial analysis, and learn basic
cartographic principles for producing maps that effectively
communicate a message. Student will also learn to use newly
emerging web based mapping tools such as Google Earth, Google
Maps and similar tools to develop on-line interactive maps and
graphics. The use of other geospatial technologies such as the
Global Positioning System will also be explored in this class.
Case studies examined in class will draw examples from a wide
ranges of GIS applications developed to assist in the development,
implementation and evaluation of sustainable development
projects and programs. On completion of the course, students
will: 1. use a variety of GIS software programs to create maps
and reports; 2. develop a sound knowledge of methods to search,
obtain, and evaluate a wide variety of spatial data resources; 3.
develop skills needed to determine best practices for managing
spatial data resources; 4. use GIS to analyze the economic, social
and environmental processes underlying the concept of building a
sustainable world; 5. Gain an understanding of the limits of these
technologies and make assessments of uncertainty associated with
spatial data and spatial analysis models. Offered in the fall and
spring.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Spring 2017 001 95797 Dara Mendeloff W 1:40pm -
3:55pm
252 Engineering
Terrace

Spring 2017 001 95797 Dara Mendeloff M 2:40pm -
3:55pm
252 Engineering
Terrace

SDEV W3400 Human Populations and Sustainable
Development. 3 Points.
Population processes and their outcomes in terms of population
size and distribution have a fundamental role in sustainable
development and also broad policy implications. This course will
introduce students to the scientific study of human populations
as a contribution toward understanding social structure, relations,
and dynamics, as well as society-nature interactions. The aim
is to offer a basic introduction to the main theories, concepts,
measures, and uses of demography. The course will cover the
issues of population size, distribution and composition, and

consumption, at different scales from global to regional to
local, as well as the implications for population-environment
relationships. It will also address the fundamental demographic
processes of mortality, fertility and migration, including their
trends and transitions, We will consider these topics in the context
of economic development, sustainability and cultural change.
The course will also include an overview of basic demographic
techniques and tools used for identifying, managing, analyzing
and interpreting population data, and an introduction to
population projections. Lab sessions will supplement readings and
lectures by enabling students to explore data sources, calculate
rates, and graphically represent demographic data. Offered in the
Fall (even years).

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Fall 2016 001 81762 Susana Adamo T Th 1:10pm -
2:25pm
337 Seeley W.
Mudd Building

SDEV W3410 Urbanization and Sustainable Development. 3
Points.
The first decade of the 21st century marked the first time in
human history when more of world’s population  lived in urban
as distinct from rural places. It is impossible to achieve sustainable
development in a physical, social or economic manner absent an
understanding of the powerful and interdependent relationship
between these concepts of sustainability and urbanization.
This course explores this vital nexus. Students will gain a more
detailed understanding of the ways in which urban life provides
opportunities and challenges for addressing climate change, access
to water and energy efficiency, among other topics. The intention
is to provide students majoring in Sustainable Development with
an historic and contemporary understanding of the connections
between the process of urbanization that now dominates the
world and the range of ways in which that process, directly and
indirectly, shapes the challenge of sustainable development.
Offered in the Fall (even years).

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Fall 2016 001 78499 Elliott Sclar W 2:10pm -
4:00pm
413 Hamilton
Hall

SDEV UN3450 Spatial Analysis and Modeling for Sustainable
Development. 3 Points.
Priority given to sustainable development senior and juniors.

This is an intermediate course in spatial modeling developed
specifically for students in the undergraduate Sustainable
Development program. This course will provide a foundation
for understanding a variety of issues related to spatial analysis
and modeling.  Students will explore the concepts, tools, and
techniques of GIS modeling and review and critique modeling
applications used for environmental planning and policy
development. The course will also offer students the opportunity
to design, build and evaluate their own spatial analysis models.
The course will cover both vector and raster based methods of
analysis with a strong focus on raster-based modeling.  We will
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draw examples from a wide range of applications in such areas
as modeling Land Use and Land Cover for biodiversity and
conservation, hydrological modeling, and site suitability modeling.
The course will consist of lectures, reading assignments, lab
assignments, and a final project. Offered in the fall and spring.
Students must register for required lab: SDEV W3452.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Spring 2017 001 73337 Giovani Graziosi T 1:10pm -
2:25pm
252 Engineering
Terrace

Spring 2017 001 73337 Giovani Graziosi Th 1:10pm -
3:35pm
252 Engineering
Terrace

SDEV W3550 Bangladesh: Life on a Tectonically Active Delta.
3 Points.
Open to sustainable development seniors only.

This course will explore the interaction of riverine processes, water
and hydrology, sedimentary processes, tectonics, land subsidence
and sea level rise, environmental issues, cultural setting, and
sustainable development in the world's largest delta. The course
will explore both the hazards and resources for life in this dynamic
environment through lectures, a field trip to Bangladesh during
Spring Break and guest lecturers in earth and social sciences.
Offered in Spring.

SDEV UN3998 Sustainable Development Independent Study.
1-3 Points.
Sustainable development majors and special concentrators must
register for this independent study to use internship hours for
the practicum credit. Students must consult with their program
adviser and department before registering. Offered fall, spring and
summer.

Term Section Call Number Instructor Times/Location

Fall 2016 001 71689 Ruth DeFries  
Spring 2017 001 19713 Ruth DeFries  

SDEV W4015 Complexity Science. 3 Points.
The Complexity Course is a survey of techniques, applications,
and implications of complexity science and complex systems. This
course aims to be both an introduction for students from other
fields, and a forum for continued discussion within the complexity
community. Topics include systems dynamics, chaos, scaling,
fattailed distributions, fractals, information theory, emergence,
criticality, agentbased models, graph theory, and social networks.

Of Related Interest
Anthropology
ANTH V3924 Anthropology and Disaster
Civil Engineering and Engineering Mechanics
CIEE E3250 Hydrosystems engineering
CIEE E4163 Sustainable Water Treatment and

Reuse
Earth and Environmental Engineering (SEAS)

EAEE E3103 Energy, minerals and materials
systems

EAEE E4001 Industrial ecology of earth resources
EAEE E4009 Geographic information systems

(GIS) for resource, environmental
and infrastructure management

EAEE E4160 Solid and hazardous waste
management

EAEE E4350 Planning and management of urban
hydrologic systems

ECIA W4100 Management and development of
water systems

Earth and Environmental Sciences
EESC GU4008 Introduction to Atmospheric

Science
EESC GU4400 Dynamics of Climate Variability

and Climate Change
EESC GU4917 Earth/Human Interactions
Economics
ECON W2257
ECON UN3211 Intermediate Microeconomics
ECON GU4301 Economic Growth and

Development
ECON GU4321 Economic Development
ECON GU4370 Political Economy
ECON GU4500 International Trade
ECON G4527 Economic Organization and

Development of China
ECON W4625 Economics of the Environment
Economics (Barnard)
ECON BC3029 Empirical Development Economics
Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology
EEEB W3087
EEEB W4122 Fundamentals of Ecology and

Evolution
EEEB GU4321 Human Nature: DNA, Race

Identity
EEEB W4700
History
HIST W4400 Americans and the Natural World,

1800 to the Present
Sociology
SOCI V2230 Food and the Social Order
SOCI W3290 Environmental Sociology
SOCI W3960
Urban Studies
URBS UN3200 Spatial Analysis: GIS Methods and

Urban Case Studies
URBS UN3550 Community Building and

Economic Development
URBS UN3565 Cities in Developing Countries:

Problems and Prospects
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Urban Studies
Urban Studies at Columbia (http://urban.barnard.edu)

Columbia Adviser:  Prof. Kathryn Yatrakis;
kby1@columbia.edu; 212-854-3705

503 Milbank Hall  
212-854-4073
Department Assistant: Coretta Grant

Mission
The Barnard–Columbia Urban Studies program enables students
to explore and understand the urban experience in all of its
richness and complexity. It recognizes the city as an amalgam of
diverse peoples and their social, political, economic, and cultural
interactions within a distinctive built environment. Students
study the evolution and variety of urban forms and governance
structures, which create opportunities for, as well as constrain,
the exercise of human agency, individual and collective. They
explore the place of the city in different historical and comparative
contexts, as well as in the human imagination.

Majors build an intellectual foundation that combines
interdisciplinary coursework and a concentration of study within
a single field. Through the two-semester junior colloquium,
students study urban history and contemporary issues, and at the
same time hone their interdisciplinary, analytical and research
skills. This shared experience prepares them for their independent
research project in their senior year. We encourage our majors to
use New York City as a laboratory, and many courses draw on the
vast resources of the city and include an off-campus experience.

Student Learning Outcomes
Having successfully completed the major in Urban Studies, the
student will be able to:

• Apply concepts or methods from more than one social science
or adjacent discipline to analyze an urban issue or problem.

• Describe the distinctive social, cultural, and spatial features of
cities and illustrate their impacts on the urban experience.

• Apply basic skills of empirical reasoning to an urban problem.
• Explain how the idea of the city varies in different historical

and comparative contexts.
• Demonstrate familiarity with a particular disciplinary

approach to the city as an object of study.
• Demonstrate understanding of the history and variety of urban

forms and governance structures.
• Articulate a well-defined research question, conduct

independent research using primary sources and a variety
of theoretical and methodological approaches, and write a
substantive research paper.

• Communicate ideas effectively in written or oral form.
• Organize and present group research projects.

Faculty
Director: Kimberley S. Johnson (Associate Professor, Political
Science and Urban Studies)

Columbia College Advisor: Kathryn Yatrakis (Dean of Academic
Affairs, Columbia College)

Professors: Liz Abzug (Adjunct)
Assistant Professors: Gergely Baics (History and Urban
Studies), Deborah Becher (Sociology), Susan Fine
(Adjunct), Cindy Gorn (Adjunct), Thomas Kamber
(Adjunct), Meredith Linn (Term, Urban Studies), Aaron Passell
(Term, Urban Studies), Tom Waters (Adjunct), Şevin Yildiz
(Term, Urban Studies)

This program is supervised by the Committee on Urban Studies:

Director: Kimberley S. Johnson (Associate Professor, Political
Science)
Professor of Professional Practice: Karen Fairbanks (Chair,
Architecture)
Columbia College Advisor: Kathryn Yatrakis (Dean of Academic
Affairs, Columbia College)
Professors: Ester Fuchs (International and Public Affairs, CU),
Kenneth T. Jackson (History), Jose Moya (History), Elliot
Sclar (Urban Planning and Public Policy), Sudhir Venkatesh
(Sociology), David Weiman (Economics)
Associate Professor: Randall Reback
(Economics), Samuel Roberts (History and Sociomedical
Sciences).
Assistant Professors: Gergely Baics (History), Deborah Becher
(Sociology), Catherine Fennell (Anthropology), Meredith Linn
(Term, Urban Studies), Maria Rivera Maulucci (Education)

Requirements
Major in Urban Studies
The major in urban studies is comprised of six curricular
requirements:

Requirement A: Urban-Related Social
Sciences (3 courses)
One course dealing primarily with urban subject matter from each
of three of the following disciplines: Anthropology, Economics,
History, Political Science, Sociology.

Many courses offered through Urban Studies may count towards
Requirement A. For example, URBS V3420 Introduction to
Urban Sociology counts as a Sociology course, URBS UN3550
Community Building and Economic Development counts as a
Political Science course, etc. Students must complete at least two
of the Requirement A courses before taking the Junior Colloquia
(see Requirement E, below). It is recommended that majors fulfill
this requirement before their junior year.
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Requirement B: Urban-Related Non-Social
Science (1 course)
One course dealing primarily with urban subject matter from
a discipline not listed above (such as Architecture, Art History,
English, Environmental Science, etc.)

Requirement C: Methods of Analysis (1
course)
One course in methods of analysis, such as URBS UN3200
Spatial Analysis: GIS Methods and Urban Case Studies.

Requirement D: Specialization (5 courses)
Five or more courses in a specialization from one of the
participating departments. Barnard College students can double-
count one A, B, or C course toward this requirement (only
one of five), with the approval of the Director; Columbia
College and General Studies students cannot double-count
courses. Barnard majors also have specific requirements for each
specialization, which are outlined in detail on the program's
website, urban.barnard.edu (http://urban.barnard.edu).

Requirement E: Junior Colloquia (2 courses)
URBS UN3545 Junior Colloquium: The Shaping of

the Modern City
4

URBS UN3546 Junior Colloquium: Contemporary
Urban Issues

4

Requirement F: Senior Seminar (2 courses)
A senior thesis written in conjunction with a two-semester
research seminar, chosen from the following four options:

URBS UN3992
 - URBS V3993

Senior Seminar: The Built
Environment
and Senior Seminar: The Built
Environment

8

URBS UN3994
 - URBS V3995

Senior Seminar: New York Field
Research
and Senior Seminar: New York
Field Research

8

URBS UN3996
 - URBS V3997

Senior Seminar: International
Topics in Urban Studies
and Senior Seminar: International
Topics in Urban Studies

8

A research seminar in the department of specialization. This
option must be approved by the Program Director.

A complete list and courses that fulfill requirements A–E can
be found on the program's website, urban.barnard.edu (http://
urban.barnard.edu).

Appropriate substitutions may be made for courses listed above
with the approval of the Program Director.

There is no concentration in urban studies.

Courses
URBS UN1515 Introduction to Urban Studies. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC II).

This course is intended to be both an interdisciplinary
introduction to the city and to the field of Urban Studies. As
an introduction to the city, the course will address a variety of
questions: What is a city? How did cities develop? How do cities
function socially, politically, and economically? Why do people
live in cities? What are some of the major issues facing cities in the
early twenty-first century, and how can cities address these issues?
As an introduction to the interdisciplinary field of Urban Studies,
the course will present models of how scholars approach cities
from a variety of disciplinary viewpoints, including architecture,
planning, law, sociology, history, archaeology, anthropology,
political science, public policy, and geography. Students will learn
some of the major concepts in the field of Urban Studies, and will
study the works of leading scholars in the field. Students in the
course will approach cities from a number of disciplines, not only
through the reading, but also through assignments that take place
in different locations throughout New York City.

Fall 2016: URBS UN1515

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 1515 001/02074 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
304 Barnard Hall

Aaron
Passell

3 105

URBS UN2200 Introduction to GIS. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative
and Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: Must attend first class for instructor permission.
This course does not fulfill the C requirement for Urban Studies
majors.
Due to the high demand for our limited-enrollment spatial
analysis course (URBS V3200) the Urban Studies program is
offering an introductory course to the fundamentals of GIS
(Geographic Informational Systems), specifically for non-
majors.Students create maps using ArcGIS software, analyze the
physical and social processes presented in the digital model, and
use the data to solve specific spatial analysis problems. Note: this
course does not fulfill the C requirement in Urban Studies.

Fall 2016: URBS UN2200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 2200 001/09245 M W 6:10pm -
8:00pm
Qlab Sulzberger Hall

Kazuki
Sakamoto

3 22/24

Spring 2017: URBS UN2200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 2200 001/03078 T 6:10pm - 7:25pm
Room TBA

Benjamin
Huff

3 22

URBS 2200 001/03078 Th 6:10pm -
7:25pm

Benjamin
Huff

3 22
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Qlab Sulzberger Hall

URBS UN3200 Spatial Analysis: GIS Methods and Urban
Case Studies. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Quantitative
and Deductive Reasoning (QUA).

Prerequisites: Must attend first class for instructor permission.
Preference to Urban Studies majors. Only 24 admitted.
Introduction to spatial analysis using state of-the-art GIS
(Geographic Information Systems) mapping and analysis software
to apply quantitative analytical methods to real-world urban
issues. Will include basic coverage of applied statistics. Case
studies will focus on subjects like environmental justice, voting
patterns, transportation systems, segregation, public health,
redevelopment trends, and socio-economic geography.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3200 001/04700 T Th 10:10am -
11:25am
Qlab Sulzberger Hall

Maria
Doneliza
Joaquin

4 20/24

URBS 3200 001/04700 T 12:00pm -
1:50pm
Qlab Sulzberger Hall

Maria
Doneliza
Joaquin

4 20/24

Spring 2017: URBS UN3200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3200 001/04254 W 10:10am -
12:00pm
Qlab Sulzberger Hall

Dara
Mendeloff

4 20

URBS 3200 001/04254 M W 6:10pm -
7:25pm
Qlab Sulzberger Hall

Dara
Mendeloff

4 20

URBS V3308 Introduction to Urban Ethnographies. 3 points.
Prerequisites: Students must attend first class.
This course explores how scholars from different social science
disciplines have used ethnography to understand how immigrants
and rural migrants experience as well as affect cities. Community,
work, and health, in cities within and outside the US, are used
as lenses. Students will also perform their own ethnographic
research.

URBS V3315 Metropolitics of Race and Place. 3 points.
Prerequisites: Students must attend first class.
Course explores how the central cities and suburbs that make
up American metropolitan areas are increasingly shaped by
race/ethnicity. Class discussion and readings will trace the role
of social scientists, foundations, urban planners, government
actors, and private economic interests in this transformation
of metropolitan American. The current consequences of the
conflation of race/ethnicity and space on the regional landscape,
such as gentrification, suburban sprawl, the mortgage foreclosure
crisis, etc. will be the focus of student research and class projects.

URBS UN3420 Introduction to Urban Sociology. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I)., BC: Fulfillment of General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC II).

Prerequisites: Students must attend first class.
Examines the diverse ways in which sociology has defined and
studied cities, focusing on the people who live and work in the
city, and the transformations U.S. cities are undergoing today.
Sociological methods, including ethnography, survey research,
quantitative studies, and participant observation will provide
perspectives on key urban questions such as street life, race,
immigration, globalization, conflict, and redevelopment.

Spring 2017: URBS UN3420

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3420 001/08891 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
323 Milbank Hall

Aaron
Passell

3 40/50

URBS V3427 Imagining and Narrating the Urban. 3 points.
This course will explore the experience of urban space by
examining how it is described in fine- grained, ethnographic
accounts and in the thought experiments undertaken by science
fiction writers. The purpose of the course is to focus on the
evocation of the urban experience - how do we record or preserve
what the city feels like as a physical place. Privileging the
experience of space in this context is an attempt to complement
conventional urban research that examines the dynamics of
urban social life often without locating it in relation to the built
environment of the city. Incorporating speculative or science
fiction adds an experimental dimension (what would the city be
like if...?) and emphasizes narrative, arguing that how exactly we
describe and reproduce our experience is significant. Further, it
raises an epistemological question about how we come to know
what we know: can fiction "teach" us about the empirical world?
How?

URBS UN3464 Urban Ecologies and Grand Infrastructure:
Metropolitan Planning Issues. 3 points.
This lecture course is designed around different issues of
metropolitan regions around the worlds that govern and
plan urbanized, risky and vulnerable ecological systems and
consequently large-scale urban interventions that change the
landscapes of the regions. The reality of an age of drastic climate
change and increasing number of natural disasters in urbanized
regions raises issues of resilience and ecological governance.
Metropolitan regions and the planning politics that lie beneath
the regional plans and strategic initiatives are critical in the
mitigation of some of these risks and in the understanding of
regional politics. Historical and contemporary case studies will
prepare the students to conduct their own critical analysis and
reading of a case where several themes discussed in class will be
further explored.

Spring 2017: URBS UN3464

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3464 001/08799 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
325 Milbank Hall

Sevin Yildiz 3 25/35



Columbia College Bulletin 2016-2017 03/31/17

765

URBS UN3530 Urban Development: A Rubik's Cube of
Policy Choices. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Must attend first class for instructor permission.
Preference to Urban Studies majors. Only 16 admitted.
Using case studies, examines the rationale for urban development,
the players involved and how decisions are made about the
distribution of public and private resources. Studies the specific
components of the development process and the myriad policy
questions that large-scale development is meant to address.
Examines the disconnect among stakeholders' objectives - the
developer, the financial institution that pays for the project, the
government and the community.

Spring 2017: URBS UN3530

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3530 001/02776 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
405 Barnard Hall

Susan Fine 4 14

URBS UN3545 Junior Colloquium: The Shaping of the
Modern City. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Non-majors admitted by permission of instructor.
Students must attend first class. Enrollment limited to 16 students
per section. General Education Requirement: Historical Studies.
Introduction to the historical process and social consequences of
urban growth, from the middle of the nineteenth century to the
present.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3545

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3545 001/01098 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
502 Diana Center

Meredith
Linn

4 8/16

URBS 3545 002/09802 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
227 Milbank Hall

Aaron
Passell

4 13/16

URBS 3545 003/03273 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
501 Milbank Hall

Gergely
Baics

4 15/16

URBS 3545 004/01372 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
102 Sulzberger
Annex

Kimberley
Johnson

4 8/16

URBS UN3546 Junior Colloquium: Contemporary Urban
Issues. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Non-majors admitted by permission of instructor.
Students must attend first class. Enrollment limited to 16 students
per section.
Evaluation of current political, economic, social, cultural and
physical forces that are shaping urban areas.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3546

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3546 001/09945 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
309 Hamilton Hall

Kathryn
Yatrakis

4 9/16

Spring 2017: URBS UN3546

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3546 001/09660 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
227 Milbank Hall

Kimberley
Johnson

4 13

URBS 3546 002/05052 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm Sevin Yildiz 4 16

318 Milbank Hall

URBS UN3550 Community Building and Economic
Development. 4 points.
Prerequisites: Must attend first class for instructor permission.
Preference to Urban Studies majors.
Community building has emerged as an important approach to
creating an economic base, reducing poverty and improving the
quality of life in urban neighborhoods. In this course, students
examine the methods, strategies, and impact of community
building on the economic, social, and political development of
urban neighborhoods.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3550

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3550 001/00185 W 11:00am -
12:50pm
501 Diana Center

Liz Abzug 4 19

Spring 2017: URBS UN3550

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3550 001/04866 W 11:00am -
12:50pm
214 Milbank Hall

Liz Abzug 4 18/20

URBS V3562 The City in Beta: Public Participation in the
Design Process. 4 points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: Must attend first class for instructor permission.
Preference is given to Urban Studies majors. Only 20 admitted.
Examines local urban planning issues through the use of new
technologies to facilitate multi-user, participatory planning and
design. Examines the history and theory of the planning process
and uses learned techniques to evaluate a live case scenario for
which the students prepare recommendations using the Betaville
software package.

URBS UN3565 Cities in Developing Countries: Problems and
Prospects. 3 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Cultures in
Comparison (CUL).

Prerequisites: Must attend first class for instructor permission.
Preference to Urban Studies majors.
Examination of cities in developing countries, with a focus on
environment, employment, and housing. Four cases will be
studied: Sao Paulo, Brazil; Johannesburg, South Africa; Bombay,
India; and Shanghai, China. We will consider urbanization
patterns and the attendant issues, the impact of global economic
trends, and governmental and non-governmental responses.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3565

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3565 001/02941 M W 1:10pm -
2:25pm
323 Milbank Hall

Sevin Yildiz 3 59/70
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URBS V3725 New York City's Gilded Ages: Coming of Age,
Past and Present. 4 points.
A lecture class + digital laboratory on New York City's two Gilded
Ages. Student learn basics of digital photography and web design
to develop a virtual exhibit on seminar's theme of "Coming of
Age." In addition to class sessions held at Barnard, students will
have at least 3 class sessions at NYHS with curators; and at least
3 class sessions at ICP. Digital fellows will augment instruction
in digital tools necessary to complete the project. In addition to
training in digital techniques studenst will also analyze and discuss
selected readings on the history, politics and economics of the
NYC's two Gilded Ages; urban space, culture and consumption;
the ethcs of ethnographic field research; and virtual exhibition and
design.

URBS V3830 Eminent Domain and Neighborhood Change. 4
points.
Not offered during 2016-17 academic year.

Prerequisites: Intro to Urban Sociology or equivalent or
permission of the instructor. Students must attend first class for
instructor permission.
An examination of how the politics of eminent domain, as a
government strategy for neighborhood change, plays out in the
courts, city councils, administrative agencies, media, and the
street. Readings drawn from law, history, planning, politics,
economics, sociology, and primary sources. Emphasis on the U.S.,
with some international comparisons. This course will count
toward Requirement A of the Urban Studies curriculum as a
Sociology course.

URBS UN3833 New York City: Politics and Governing. 4
points.
This course will examine through readings, class discussions,
and in class debate, the complex politics and governing of New
York City- the key political institutions, and who holds urban
political power, voting and elections, and the changing roles of
the electorate will be covered.  We will examine the structure or
New York City government and how the New York City Budget
is developed and adopted; the interplay between Mayoral and
City council powers, the city charter, the process of governing
and the role of political parties, special interest groups, lobbyists
and labor unions. We will look back in the City’s political history
and consider that time in the mid 1970’s when New York City
suffered a major fiscal crisis and was close to financial bankruptcy.
  In this context, New York City’s relationships with the state and
federal governments will also be covered.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3833

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3833 001/04567 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
308 Diana Center

Liz Abzug 4 16

Spring 2017: URBS UN3833

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3833 001/05158 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
501 Diana Center

Liz Abzug 4 19/20

URBS UN3920 Social Entrepreneurship. 4 points.
BC: Fulfillment of General Education Requirement: Social
Analysis (SOC I).

Prerequisites: Must attend first class for instructor permission.
Preference to Urban Studies majors. General Education
Requirement: Social Analysis (SOC). Only 16 admitted.
Introduction to the main concepts and processes associated with
the creation of new social enterprises, policies, programs, and
organizations; criteria for assessing business ventures sponsored
by non-profits and socially responsible initiatives undertaken
by corporations; specific case studies using New York City as a
laboratory. To be offered Fall 2011.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3920

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3920 001/04844 M 6:10pm - 8:00pm
323 Milbank Hall

Thomas
Kamber

4 17

URBS UN3992 Senior Seminar: The Built Environment. 4
points.
(year-long course, 4 points per term)

Prerequisites: Senior standing. Admission by application only
(available at http://urban.barnard.edu/forms-and-resources). Year-
long course; participation is for two consecutive terms. No new
students admitted for spring.
Emphasizes the study of the built environment of cities and
suburbs, and the related debates. Readings, class presentations,
and written work culminate in major individual projects, under
the supervision of faculty trained in architecture, urban design, or
urban planning.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3992

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3992 001/06518 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
404 Barnard Hall

Aaron
Passell

4 14

URBS UN3993 Senior Seminar: The Built Environment. 4
points.
(year-long course, 4 points per term)

Prerequisites: Senior standing. Admission by application only
(available at http://urban.barnard.edu/forms-and-resources). Year-
long course; participation is for two consecutive terms. No new
students admitted for spring.
Emphasizes the study of the built environment of cities and
suburbs, and the related debates. Readings, class presentations,
and written work culminate in major individual projects, under
the supervision of faculty trained in architecture, urban design, or
urban planning.

Spring 2017: URBS UN3993

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3993 001/00823 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
117 Barnard Hall

Aaron
Passell

4 12
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URBS UN3994 Senior Seminar: New York Field Research. 4
points.
(year-long course, 4 points per term)

Prerequisites: Senior standing. Admission by application only
(available at http://urban.barnard.edu/forms-and-resources). Year-
long course; participation is for two consecutive terms. No new
students admitted for spring.
Using New York City as a research laboratory, under the guidance
of the faculty coordinator, students clarify basic theoretical issues
related to their chosen research problem; find ways of making
a series of empirical questions operational; collect evidence to
test hypotheses; analyze the data using a variety of social science
techniques; and produce reports of basic findings.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3994

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3994 001/08706 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
207 Milbank Hall

Meredith
Linn

4 16

URBS UN3995 Senior Seminar: New York Field Research. 4
points.
(year-long course, 4 points per term)

Prerequisites: Senior standing. Admission by application only
(available at http://urban.barnard.edu/forms-and-resources). Year-
long course; participation is for two consecutive terms. No new
students admitted for spring.
Using New York City as a research laboratory, under the guidance
of the faculty coordinator, students clarify basic theoretical issues
related to their chosen research problem; find ways of making
a series of empirical questions operational; collect evidence to
test hypotheses; analyze the data using a variety of social science
techniques; and produce reports of basic findings.

Spring 2017: URBS UN3995

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3995 001/09801 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
102 Sulzberger
Annex

Meredith
Linn

4 15

URBS UN3996 Senior Seminar: International Topics in
Urban Studies. 4 points.
(year-long course, 4 points per term)

Prerequisites: Senior standing. Admission by application only
(available at http://urban.barnard.edu/forms-and-resources). Year-
long course; participation is for two consecutive terms. No new
students admitted for spring.
A year-long research seminar for students who wish to conduct a
senior thesis project that focuses on cities outside of the United
States. Topics relating to the rapid urbanization of Latin America,
Africa, and Asia are particularly welcome. Seminar meetings will
include discussion of relevant readings, as well as occasional class
presentations and peer-editing assignments.

Fall 2016: URBS UN3996

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3996 001/05401 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
502 Diana Center

Sevin Yildiz 4 15

URBS UN3997 Senior Seminar: International Topics in
Urban Studies. 4 points.
(year-long course, 4 points per term)

Prerequisites: Senior standing. Admission by application only
(available at http://urban.barnard.edu/forms-and-resources). Year-
long course; participation is for two consecutive terms. No new
students admitted for spring.
A year-long research seminar for students who wish to conduct a
senior thesis project that focuses on cities outside of the United
States. Topics relating to the rapid urbanization of Latin America,
Africa, and Asia are particularly welcome. Seminar meetings will
include discussion of relevant readings, as well as occasional class
presentations and peer-editing assignments.

Spring 2017: URBS UN3997

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

URBS 3997 001/00350 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
308 Diana Center

Sevin Yildiz 4 14

Cross-Listed Courses
There are currently no cross-listed courses for your department.
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Visual Arts
Departmental Office: 310 Dodge; 212-854-4065
http://arts.columbia.edu/visual-arts

Director of Undergraduate Studies: Prof. Nicola López;
ngl1@columbia.edu

Director of Academic Administration: Carrie Gundersdorf;
cg2817@columbia.edu

Visual Arts Program Assistant: Alexander
Barnett; ab3961@columbia.edu

The Visual Arts Program in the School of the Arts offers studio art
classes as a component of a liberal arts education and as a means to
an art major, concentration, and joint major with the Art History
and Archaeology Department.

Registration
Visual Arts courses are open for on-line registration. If a Visual
Arts class is full, visit arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-
program.

Declaring a Major in Visual
Arts
The Visual Arts Undergraduate Program requires a departmental
signature when declaring a major. After meeting with their college
academic adviser, students should set up a meeting to consult
with the director of undergraduate studies, Professor Nicola
López. Please email Alex Barnett (ab3961@columbia.edu) for the
current Requirements Worksheet for the Visual Arts Major, Art
History and Visual Arts Interdepartmental Major or Visual Arts
Concentration.

Faculty
Professors

• Gregory Amenoff
• Jon Kessler
• Thomas Roma
• Sarah Sze
• Rirkrit Tiravanija
• Tomas Vu-Daniel

Associate Professors
• Sanford Biggers
• Matthew Buckingham (Chair)
• Shelly Silver

Assistant Professors
• Nicola López (Director of Undergraduate Studies)
• Leeza Meksin

• Aliza Nisenbaum (Director of Graduate Studies)

Requirements
Guidelines for all Visual Arts
Majors, Concentrators, and
Interdepartmental Majors
A maximum of 12 credits from other degree-granting institutions
may be counted toward the major, only with the approval of the
director of undergraduate studies.

Major in Visual Arts
A total of 35 points are required as follows:

Visual Arts (32 points)
VIAR UN1000 Basic Drawing (formerly

VIAR R1001)
VIAR UN2300 Sculpture I
Five additional VIAR 3-point studio courses (15 points)
VIAR UN3800 Seminar in Contemporary Art

Practice
Senior Thesis consists of the following four courses:
VIAR UN3900
 - VIAR UN3910

Senior Thesis I
and Visiting Critic I (formerly
VIAR R3901 and VIAR R3921)

VIAR Q3901
 - VIAR UN3911

Senior Thesis II
and Visiting Critic II (formerly
VIAR R3902 and VIAR R3922)

Art History (3 points)
One 20th-century Art History 3-point course or equivalent,
such as:
AHIS W2405 (formerly AHIS W3650)

Senior Thesis
Before taking the Senior Thesis, majors are advised to complete
18 points of required Visual Arts courses. Senior Thesis consists
of four 2-point courses taken over two semesters: VIAR UN3900
Senior Thesis I-VIAR Q3901 Senior Thesis II (4 points) and
VIAR UN3910 Visiting Critic I-VIAR UN3911 Visiting Critic II
(4 points). (Senior Thesis I and Visiting Critic I run concurrently
and Senior Thesis II and Visiting Critic II run concurrently).

Visual arts majors must sign up for a portfolio review to enroll in
Senior Thesis. Portfolio reviews are scheduled in April preceding
the semester for which students seek entry. Portfolios are evaluated
by the director of undergraduate studies and a faculty committee.
After each semester of Senior Thesis, a faculty committee evaluates
the work and performance completed.

Major in Art History and
Visual Arts
A total of 46 points are required as follows:
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Art History (25 points)
AHIS UN3000 Majors' Colloquium: the Literature

and Methods of Art History
(formerly VIAR W3895)

Seven additional art history (AHIS) 3-point lecture courses: *

At least one course in three of four historical periods, as
listed below
An additional two courses drawn from at least two different
world regions, as listed below
Two additional lectures of the student's choice

Visual Arts (21 points)
VIAR UN1000 Basic Drawing (formerly

VIAR R1001)
VIAR UN2300 Sculpture I (formerly VIAR R3330)
Five additional VIAR 3-point studio courses (15 points)

* Up to two of the seven 3-point courses in art history may be
replaced by a specifically related course in another department
with approval of the adviser.

Students electing the combined major should consult with the
director of undergraduate studies in Visual Arts, as well as with
the undergraduate program coordinator in the Art History and
Archaeology Department.

It is recommended that students interested in this major begin the
requirements in their sophomore year. In the senior year, students
undertake either a seminar in the Department of Art History and
Archaeology or a Senior Thesis in Visual Arts (pending approval
by the Visual Arts Department).

NOTE: Chronological divisions are approximate. In case of
ambiguities about course eligibility to fill the requirement,
consult the director of undergraduate studies in Art History and
Archaeology.

Historical Periods
• Ancient (up to 400 CE/AD)
• 400 - 1400
• 1400 - 1700
• 1700 - present

World Regions
• Africa
• Asia
• Europe, North America, Australia
• Latin America
• Middle East

Concentration in Visual Arts
A total of 21 points are required as follows:

Visual Arts (18 points)
VIAR UN1000 Basic Drawing (formerly

VIAR R1001)

VIAR UN2300 Sculpture I (formerly VIAR R3330)
Four additional VIAR 3-point studio courses (12 points)
Art History (3 points)
One 20th-century Art History 3-point course or equivalent,
such as:
AHIS W2405 (formerly AHIS W3650)

Courses
Drawing 
VIAR UN1000 Basic Drawing. 3 points.
(Formerly R1001) The fundamentals of visual vocabulary.
Students work from observation using still-life objects and the
human figure. The relationship of lines and forms to each other
and to the picture format is emphasized. Materials used: vine
charcoal, compressed charcoal, pencil, pen, ink, and brushes.
Class assignments are accompanied by discussions and critiques.
Portfolio required at the end. If the class is full, please visit http://
arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN1000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 1000 001/11669 M W 9:30am -
12:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Ioana
Manolache

3 16/19

VIAR 1000 002/25338 M W 1:00pm -
3:30pm
501 Dodge Building

Kristina Lee 3 18/19

VIAR 1000 003/17108 T Th 9:30am -
12:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Christopher
Jehly

3 17/19

Spring 2017: VIAR UN1000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 1000 001/74905 M W 9:30am -
12:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Aurelien
Couput

3 17/19

VIAR 1000 002/28203 M W 1:00pm -
3:30pm
501 Dodge Building

Guy Ben-
Ari

3 18/19

VIAR 1000 003/19457 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Lisa Cobbe 3 15/19

VIAR 1000 004/61811 Th 10:00am -
4:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Diana
Cooper

3 15/19

VIAR UN2001 Drawing II. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1000.
Examines the potential of drawing as an expressive tool
elaborating on the concepts and techniques presented in VIAR
R1001. Studio practice emphasizes individual attitudes toward
drawing while acquiring knowledge and skills from historical and
cultural precedents. Portfolio required at the end.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2001 001/19051 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Celia
Gerard

3 16/19

Spring 2017: VIAR UN2001
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2001 001/17984 T 10:00am - 4:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Nicola
Lopez

3 17/19

VIAR UN3010 Collage: Mixed Media. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1000.
(Formerly R3515) This course approaches drawing as an
experimental and expressive tool. Students will explore the
boundaries between drawing and sculpture and will be encouraged
to push the parameters of drawing. Collage, assemblage and
photomontage will be used in combination with more traditional
approaches to drawing. The class will explore the role of the
imagination, improvisation, 3-dimensional forms, observation,
memory, language, mapping, and text. Field trips to artists’
studios as well as critiques will play an important role in the
course. The course will culminate in a final project in which each
student will choose one or more of the themes explored during
the semester and create a series of artworks. This course is often
taught under the nomenclature Drawing II - Mixed Media.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3010

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3010 001/62194 T 4:00pm -
10:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Diana
Cooper

3 14/16

VIAR UN3011 Problems in Drawing. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1000.
(Formerly R4005) Students will connect with the very heart of
the Western Art tradition, engaging in this critical activity that
was the pillar of draftsmanship training from the Renaissance
on through the early Modern Era. This pursuit is the common
thread that links artists from Michelangelo and Rubens to Van
Gogh and Picasso. Rigorous studies will be executed from plaster
casts of antique sculptures, and pedagogical engravings. Students
will confront foundational issues of academic training; assessing
proportion and tonal value, structure and form. Hours will
be spent on a single drawing pushing to the highest degree of
accuracy in order develop a means for looking at nature. There is
a focus on precision and gaining a thorough understanding of the
interaction between light and a surface. This approach emphasizes
drawing by understanding the subject and the physical world that
defines it. While this training has allowed great representational
artists of the past to unlock the poetry from the world around
them and continues to inspire a surging new realist movement,
it can also serve as a new way of seeing and a launching point
for achieving creative goals. If the class is full, please visit http://
arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3011

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3011 001/66293 T 5:00pm - 9:00pm
501 Dodge Building

Edward
Minoff

3 14/14

Painting
VIAR UN2100 Painting I. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1000.
(Formerly R3201) Introduction of the fundamental skills and
concepts involved in painting. Problems are structured to
provide students with a knowledge of visual language along
with a development of expressive content. Individual and group
critiques. Portfolio required at end. If the class is full, please
visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2100

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2100 001/76310 M 10:00am -
4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Dana Lok 3 13/16

VIAR 2100 002/72823 Th 10:00am -
4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Lauren Silva 3 9/16

Spring 2017: VIAR UN2100

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2100 001/14933 M 10:00am -
4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Jomar
Statkun

3 13/16

VIAR 2100 002/67286 T 10:00am - 4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Caitlin
Cherry

3 14/16

VIAR UN3101 Painting II. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1000, and VIAR R2100.
(Formerly R3202) Painting II: Extension of VIAR R2100
with greater emphasis on notions of meaning and context in
work, as well as more speculative aspects of image-making and
structure (again using historical precedents as examples) and an
increased range of personal choice and expression in the execution
of classroom assignments. Individual and group critiques.
Portfolio required at end. If the class is full, please visit http://
arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3101

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3101 001/66201 T 10:00am - 4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Gregory
Amenoff

3 9/16

VIAR UN3102 Painting III. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1000 and VIAR R2100
Painting III: Seminar. This course will be an advanced exploration
of the practice of painting and will consist of individual visits,
group discussions of assigned reading, and presentations and
critiques of your studio work. Students will be given a series of
guidelines for projects in which they will set their own parameters.
Students will be encouraged to work serially, with the intention
of creating a coherent body of work. We will focus on speaking
and writing about our work as essential aspects of our practice.
Through in-class presentations and museum visits we will discuss
historical and contemporary painting. Active participation in
group critiques and discussions will be required.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3102
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3102 001/75678 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Van Hanos 3 12/16

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3102

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3102 001/23173 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Patricia
Treib

3 12/16

VIAR UN3120 Figure Painting. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1000 and VIAR R2100.
(Formerly R3210) Course provides the experience of employing a
wide range of figurative applications that serve as useful tools for
the contemporary artist. Non-Western applications, icon painting,
and the European/American traditions are presented. Individual
and group critiques.Portfolio required at end. If the class is full,
please visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-
program.

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3120

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3120 001/63080 Th 10:00am -
4:00pm
401 Dodge Building

Anna
Glantz

3 13/16

Photography
VIAR UN1700 Photography: Photo I. 3 points.
(Formerly R3701) An introductory course in black-and-white
photography, Photography I is required for admission to all other
photo classes. Students are initially instructed in proper camera
use and basic film exposure and development. Then the twice
weekly meetings are divided into lab days where students learn
and master the fundamental tools and techniques of traditional
darkroom work used in 8x10 print production and classroom
days where students present their work and through the language
of photo criticism gain an understanding of photography as a
medium of expression. Admitted students must obtain a manually
focusing 35mm camera with adjustable f/stops and shutter speeds.
No prior photography experience is required. Due to the necessity
of placing a cap on the number of students who can register for
our photography courses, the department provides a wait list to
identify and give priority to students interested in openings that
become available on the first day of class. If the class is full, sign
up for the wait list at http://arts.columbia.edu/photolist.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN1700

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 1700 001/11614 M W 10:30am -
1:00pm
212 Dodge Building

Thomas
Roma

3 22/25

VIAR 1700 002/67527 M W 2:30pm -
5:00pm
212 Dodge Building

Thomas
Roma

3 21/25

VIAR 1700 003/24179 T Th 9:30am -
12:00pm
212 Dodge Building

Kim
Hoeckele

3 16/20

Spring 2017: VIAR UN1700

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 1700 001/21946 M W 10:30am -
1:00pm
212 Dodge Building

Thomas
Roma

3 28/25

VIAR 1700 002/26899 M W 2:30pm -
5:00pm
212 Dodge Building

Patrice
Helmar

3 13/20

VIAR 1700 003/27297 T Th 9:30am -
12:00pm
212 Dodge Building

Kim
Hoeckele

3 17/20

VIAR UN2701 Photography: Photo II. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1700.
(Formerly R3702) This course expands on concerns first
encountered in Photography I and addresses aspects of creative
photography through project development and advanced camera
and lab techniques. Over the course of the semester students
are introduced to color photography, the use of medium format
cameras, pinhole cameras, flash and studio lighting in addition
to emphasizing the refinement of black-and-white printing:
contrast control, burning and dodging, and the production of
larger prints. Note: Due to the necessity of placing a cap on the
number of students who can register for our photography courses,
the department provides a wait list to identify and give priority to
students interested in openings that become available on the first
day of class. If the class is full, sign up for the wait list at http://
arts.columbia.edu/photolist.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2701

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2701 001/28541 T Th 1:00pm -
3:30pm
212 Dodge Building

Kai
McBride

3 16/20

VIAR UN3710 Digital Documentary Photography. 3 points.
(Formerly R4702) The goal of the course is for each student to
create small-scale documentary projects using photography and
writing with an eye towards web publishing. Taking advantage of
the ease and speed of image production and distribution, students
will propose and workshop projects that can be quickly completed
and uploaded to a class website. Assignments, readings and
discussions will focus on the role of the documentary tradition in
the history of photographic art practice. Students must provide
their own laptop and digital camera. If the class is full, sign up for
the wait list at http://arts.columbia.edu/photolist.

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3710

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3710 001/75054 T 1:00pm - 3:30pm
212 Dodge Building

Kai
McBride

3 19/20

VIAR 3710 001/75054 Th 1:00pm -
3:30pm
109 Watson Hall

Kai
McBride

3 19/20

VIAR GU4702 Photography: Advanced Photo III Seminar. 3
points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1700.
(Formerly R4710) The photo book as a central medium of
contemporary photographic practice is explored in this course.
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Students are exposed to a variety of approaches and viewpoints
through presentations by guest photographers, curators, critics,
editors, graphic designers, etc... Students will cooperatively shoot
8mm movie films to explore issues of narrative and timing. Each
student will propose, develop, and produce a maquette of their
work as a final project. Note: Due to the necessity of placing a cap
on the number of students who can register for our photography
courses, the department provides a wait list to identify and give
priority to students interested in openings that become available
on the first day of class. If the class is full, sign up for the wait list
at http://arts.columbia.edu/photolist.

Spring 2017: VIAR GU4702

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 4702 001/70275 M W 2:30pm -
5:00pm
109 Watson Hall

Thomas
Roma

3 31/30

Printmaking
VIAR UN1400 Introduction To Printmaking. 3 points.
Fee: Course Fee - 125

(Formerly R1400). Fundamentals of printmaking techniques
introduced to individuals who have little or no prior experience.
Individual and group critiques; portfolio required at end. If the
class is full, please visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-
visual-arts-program.

Spring 2017: VIAR UN1400

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 1400 001/61494 M W 6:00pm -
9:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Carolyn
Hulbert

3 18/14

VIAR UN2420 Printmaking I: Intaglio. 3 points.
(Formerly R3401) Enables the student to realize concepts and
visual ideas in a printed form. Basic techniques are introduced
and utilized: the history and development of the intaglio process;
demonstrations and instruction in line etching, relief, and dry
point. Individual and group critiques. Portfolio required at
end. If the class is full, please visit http://arts.columbia.edu/
undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2420

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2420 001/24998 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Daria
Shishkin

3 10/14

Spring 2017: VIAR UN2420

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2420 001/26541 M W 9:30am -
12:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Tomas Vu
Daniel

3 12/10

VIAR UN2430 Printmaking I: Relief. 3 points.
(Formerly R3411) Printmaking I: Relief introduces woodcut
and other relief techniques. Given the direct quality of the
process, the class focuses on the student's personal vision through

experimentation with this print medium. Individual and group
critiques. Portfolio required at end. If the class is full, please visit
http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2430

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2430 001/68964 M W 9:30am -
12:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Nathan
Catlin

3 13/14

VIAR UN2440 Printmaking I: Silkscreen. 3 points.
(Formerly R3413) Printmaking I: Silkscreen introduces silkscreen
and other silkscreen techniques. Given the direct quality of the
process, the class focuses on the student's personal vision through
experimentation with this print medium. Individual and group
critiques. Portfolio required at end. If the class is full, please
visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2440

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2440 001/93347 T 10:00am - 4:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Tomas Vu
Daniel

3 14/14

VIAR UN3410 Printmaking I: Photogravure. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R1400, VIAR R2420, or VIAR R1700.
(Formerly R3417) A concise study and application of the
copper plate photogravure process. Usage of current available
resources substituting for materials that are no longer available for
photogravure. This is a 19th century obsolete photomechanical
reproduction process that is constantly challenging the ingenuity
of it's practitioners to keep it alive and a viable technique in
the 21st century.  The course objectives are understanding and
demonstrating proficiency in the photogravure process and
creation of finished printed images from the process learned.
It is important for the future of this process that the students
understand not only the "how", but the "why" of going through
all of these procedures. If the class is full, please visit http://
arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3410

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3410 001/27209 Th 10:00am -
4:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Craig
Zammiello

3 4/14

VIAR UN3412 Printmaking: Drawing Into Print. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R2420, or VIAR R2430. (Formerly R3420)
The objective of the course is to provide students with an
interdisciplinary link between drawing, photography and
printmaking through an integrated studio project. Students will
use drawing, printmaking and collage to create a body of work to
be presented in a folio format. In the course, students develop and
refine their drawing sensibility, and are encouraged to experiment
with various forms of non-traditional printmaking. If the class is
full, please visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-
arts-program.

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3412
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3412 001/62549 M W 2:30pm -
5:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Tomas Vu
Daniel

3 13/14

VIAR UN3421 Printmaking II: Intaglio. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R2420.
(Formerly R3402) Continues instruction and demonstration
of further techniques in intaglio. Encourages students to think
visually more in the character of the medium, and personal
development is stressed. Individual and group critiques.
Portfolio required at end. If the class is full, please visit http://
arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3421

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3421 001/23043 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Daria
Shishkin

3 2/14

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3421

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3421 001/15016 M W 9:30am -
12:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Tomas Vu
Daniel

3 3/4

VIAR UN3431 Printmaking II: Relief. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R2430.
(Formerly R3412) Printmaking II: Relief continues instruction
and demonstration of further techniques in woodcut. Encourages
students to think visually more in the character of the medium,
and personal development is stressed. Individual and group
critiques. Portfolio required at end. If the class is full, please
visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3431

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3431 001/77201 M W 9:30am -
12:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Nathan
Catlin

3 1/14

VIAR GU4400 Advanced Printmaking. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R2420, or VIAR R2430.
(Formerly R3415) Designed for students who have already
taken one semester of a printmaking course and are interested in
continuing on an upper level. Students are encouraged to work in
all areas, separate or combined, using their own vocabulary and
imagery to create a body of work by the end of the semester. If the
class is full, please visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-
visual-arts-program.

Spring 2017: VIAR GU4400

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 4400 001/66771 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
210 Dodge Building

Sarah Sze 3 10/14

Sculpture/New Genre
VIAR UN2200 Ceramics I. 3 points.
(Formerly R3130) This studio course will provide the students
with a foundation in the ceramic process, its history, and its
relevance to contemporary art making. The course is structured
in two parts. The first centers on the fundamental and technical
aspects of the material. Students will learn construction
techniques, glazing and finishing methods, and particulars about
firing procedures. This part of the course will move quickly in
order to expose the students to a variety of ceramic processes.
Weekly assignments, demonstrations, and lectures will be given.
The second centers on the issue of how to integrate ceramics
into the students' current practice. Asking the question of why
we use ceramics as a material and, further, why we choose the
materials we do to make art. Rigorous group and individual
critiques focusing on the above questions will be held. The goal
of this course is to supply the students with the knowledge and
skill necessary to work in ceramics and enough proficiency and
understanding of the material to enable them to successfully
incorporate it into their practice. If the class is full, please
visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2200 001/23679 Th 10:00am -
4:00pm
315 Prentis Hall

Leah Wolff 3 5/9

Spring 2017: VIAR UN2200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2200 001/13805 Th 10:00am -
4:00pm
315 Prentis Hall

Leah Wolff 3 4/9

VIAR UN2300 Sculpture I. 3 points.
(Formerly R3330) The fundamentals of sculpture are investigated
through a series of conceptual and technical projects. Three
material processes are introduced, including wood, metal, and
paster casting. Issues pertinent to contemporary sculpture are
introduced through lectures, group critiques, discussions, and field
trips that accompany class assignments. If the class is full, please
visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN2300

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2300 001/22595 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
315 Prentis Hall

Jon Kessler 3 13/16

VIAR 2300 002/17542 T 10:00am - 4:00pm
315 Prentis Hall

Stephen
Jackson

3 12/16

Spring 2017: VIAR UN2300

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 2300 001/72832 F 10:00am - 4:00pm
315 Prentis Hall

Jon Kessler 3 13/16

VIAR 2300 002/62487 M 10:00am -
4:00pm
315 Prentis Hall

Pooneh
Maghazehe

3 8/16
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VIAR Q3301 Sculpture II. 3 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R2300 or the instructor's permission.
(Formerly R3331) Continuation of VIAR R2300. The objective
of the class is to engage in in-depth research and hands on studio
projects related to a specific theme to be determined by each
student. Each student is expected to complete class with four fully
realized and thematically linked works. Wood, metal, and plaster
will be provided for this class but video, sound, performance
and various mixed media approaches are highly encouraged. In
addition, lecture and field trips will be part of the course. If the
class is full, please visit http://arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-
visual-arts-program.

Moving Image
VIAR UN3500 Beginning Video. 3 points.
Beginning Video is an introductory class on the production
and editing of digital video. Designed as an intensive hands-
on production/post-production workshop, the apprehension of
technical and aesthetic skills in shooting, sound and editing will
be emphasized. Assignments are developed to allow students to
deepen their familiarity with the language of the moving image
medium. Over the course of the term, the class will explore the
language and syntax of the moving image, including fiction,
documentary and experimental approaches. Importance will be
placed on the decision making behind the production of a work;
why it was conceived of, shot, and edited in a certain way. Class
time will be divided between technical workshops, viewing and
discussing films and videos by independent producers/artists
and discussing and critiquing students projects. Readings will be
assigned on technical, aesthetic and theoretical issues. Only one
section offered per semester. If the class is full, please visit http://
arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3500

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3500 001/75018 T 10:00am - 1:00pm
558 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Shelly Silver 3 7/12

VIAR 3500 001/75018 T 1:00pm - 4:00pm
101 Prentis Hall

Shelly Silver 3 7/12

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3500

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3500 001/62145 T 10:00am - 1:00pm
101 Prentis Hall

Shelly Silver 3 12/12

VIAR 3500 001/62145 T 1:10pm - 4:00pm
558 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Shelly Silver 3 12/12

VIAR GU4501 Advanced Video. 3 points.
Advanced Video is a full day class 10:00am- 4:00pm.

Prerequisites: VIAR UN3500 Beginning Video or prior experience
in video or film production.
Advanced Video is an advanced, intensive project-based class
on the production of digital video. The class is designed for
advanced students to develop an ambitious project or series
of projects during the course of the semester. Through this

production, students will fine-tune shooting and editing skills as
well as become more sophisticated in terms of their aesthetic and
theoretical approach to the moving image. The class will follow
each student through proposal, dailies, rough-cut and fine cut
stage. The course is organized for knowledge to be shared and
accumulated, so that each student will learn both from her/his
own process, as well as the processes of all the other students.
Additional screenings and readings will be organized around the
history of video art and the problematics of the moving image in
general, as well as particular issues that are raised by individual
student projects. NOTE: There is only one section offered per
semester. If the class is full, please visit http://arts.columbia.edu/
undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Spring 2017: VIAR GU4501

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 4501 001/18523 F 10:00am - 1:00pm
101 Prentis Hall

Cecilia
Dougherty

3 7/12

VIAR 4501 001/18523 F 1:10pm - 4:00pm
558 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Cecilia
Dougherty

3 7/12

Visual Arts Major
Requirements
VIAR UN3800 Seminar in Contemporary Art Practice. 3
points.
(Formerly R4601) Offered Spring 2017, Not Fall 2016.
New York City is the most abundant visual arts resource in the
world. Visits to museums, galleries, and studios on a weekly
basis. Students encounter a broad cross-section of art and are
encouraged to develop ideas about what is seen. The seminar is
led by a practicing artist and utilizes this perspective. Columbia
College and General Studies Visual Arts Majors must take this
class during their junior year. If the class is full, please visit http://
arts.columbia.edu/undergraduate-visual-arts-program.

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3800

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3800 001/14969 Th 1:00pm -
4:00pm
106 Watson Hall

Elizaveta
Meksin

3 17/16

VIAR UN3900 Senior Thesis I. 2 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. See requirements for
a major in visual arts. VIAR R3900 is the prerequisite for VIAR
Q3901.
Corequisites: VIAR R3910.
(Formerly R3901) Students must enroll in both semesters of the
course (VIAR R3900 and VIAR Q3901). The student is required
to produce a significant body of work in which the ideas, method
of investigation, and execution are determined by the student.
A plan is developed in consultation with the faculty. Seminars;
presentations. At the end, an exhibition or other public venue is
presented for evaluation. Studio space is provided.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3900
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Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3900 001/77079 W 5:00pm -
10:00pm
106 Watson Hall

Nicola
Lopez

2 14/15

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3900

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3900 001/24711 W 5:00pm -
10:00pm
106 Watson Hall

Gregory
Amenoff

2 2/15

VIAR Q3901 Senior Thesis II. 2 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R3900 and the instructor's permission. See
requirements for a major in visual arts.
Corequisites: VIAR R3911.
(Formerly R3902) Students must enroll in both semesters of the
course (VIAR R3900 and VIAR Q3901). The student is required
to produce a significant body of work in which the ideas, method
of investigation, and execution are determined by the student.
A plan is developed in consultation with the faculty. Seminars;
presentations. At the end, an exhibition or other public venue is
presented for evaluation. Studio space is provided.

VIAR UN3910 Visiting Critic I. 2 points.
Prerequisites: the instructor's permission. See requirements for
a major in visual arts. VIAR R3910 is the prerequisite for VIAR
R3911.
Corequisites: VIAR R3900.
(Formerly R3921) Students are required to enroll in both
semesters (VIAR R3910 and VIAR R3911). A second opinion is
provided to the senior students regarding the development of their
senior project. Critics consist of distinguished visitors and faculty.
Issues regarding the premise, methodology, or presentation of the
student's ideas are discussed and evaluated on an ongoing basis.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3910

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3910 001/17915 W 5:00pm -
10:00pm
106 Watson Hall

Emily
Henretta

2 14/15

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3910

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3910 001/15375 W 5:00pm -
10:00pm
106 Watson Hall

Emily
Henretta

2 2/15

VIAR UN3911 Visiting Critic II. 2 points.
Prerequisites: VIAR R3910 and the instructor's permission. See
requirements for a major in visual arts.
Corequisites: VIAR Q3901.
(Formerly R3922) Students are required to enroll in both
semesters (VIAR R3910 and VIAR R3911). A second opinion is
provided to the senior students regarding the development of their
senior project. Critics consist of distinguished visitors and faculty.
Issues regarding the premise, methodology, or presentation of the
student's ideas are discussed and evaluated on an ongoing basis.

Fall 2016: VIAR UN3911

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3911 001/76318 W 5:00pm -
10:00pm
106 Watson Hall

Emily
Henretta

2 1/15

Spring 2017: VIAR UN3911

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

VIAR 3911 001/10823 W 5:00pm -
10:00pm
106 Watson Hall

Emily
Henretta

2 12/15
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Women's and Gender
Studies
Program Office: 763 Schermerhorn Extension; 212-854-3277;
212-854-7466 (fax)
http://irwgs.columbia.edu/

Director of Undergraduate Studies: Prof. Katherine Biers, 408b
Philosophy Hall; 212-854-2490; klb2134@columbia.edu

Located within the Institute for Research on Women, Gender,
and Sexuality and taught in cooperation with Barnard College’s
Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies, the
program in women's and gender studies provides students
with a culturally and historically situated, theoretically diverse
understanding of feminist scholarship and its contributions to the
disciplines. The program introduces students to feminist discourse
on the cultural and historical representation of nature, power, and
the social construction of difference. It encourages students to
engage in the debates regarding the ethical and political issues of
equality and justice that emerge in such discussion, and links the
questions of gender and sexuality to those of racial, ethnic, and
other kinds of hierarchical difference.

Through sequentially organized courses in women’s, gender, and
sexuality studies, as well as required discipline-based courses in the
humanities and social sciences, the major provides a thoroughly
interdisciplinary framework, methodological training, and
substantive guidance in specialized areas of research. Small classes
and mentored thesis-writing give students an education that is
both comprehensive and tailored to individual needs. The major
culminates in a thesis-writing class, in which students undertake
original research and produce advanced scholarship.

Graduates leave the program well prepared for future scholarly
work in women’s, gender, and sexuality studies, as well as for
careers and future training in law, public policy, social work,
community organizing, journalism, and professions in which there
is a need for critical and creative interdisciplinary thought.

Requirements
Major in Women’s and Gender
Studies
The requirements for this program were modified on September 22,
2014. Students who declared this program before this date should
contact the director of undergraduate studies for the department in
order to confirm their correct course of study.

Students should plan their course of study with the undergraduate
director as early in their academic careers as possible. The
requirements for the major are:

WMST UN1001 Introduction to Women's and
Gender Studies

or WMST V3125 Introduction to Sexuality Studies

WMST UN3311 Colloquium in Feminist Theory
WMST UN3514 Historical Approaches to Feminist

Questions
WMST UN3521 Senior Seminar I
WMST UN3915 Gender and Power in Transnational

Perspective
Six approved Elective Courses on women, gender, and/or
sexuality in consultation with the director of undergraduate
studies.*

* Electives will be selected in coordination with the director
of undergraduate studies to best suit students' specific
interests and to provide them with the appropriate range of
courses, whether their focus is ethnic studies, pre-med, pre-
law, sociology, public healthy, queer studies, visual culture,
literature, or another area of interest. Students are encouraged
to take a broad interdisciplinary approach. The director
of undergraduate studies will help students fine-tune their
academic program in conjunction with IRWGS courses, cross-
listed courses, and other courses offered at Columbia.

Concentration in Women’s
and Gender Studies
The requirements for this program were modified on September 22,
2014. Students who declared this program before this date should
contact the director of undergraduate studies for the department in
order to confirm their correct course of study.

The same requirements as for the major, with the exception
of WMST UN3521 Senior Seminar I.

Special Concentration for
Those Majoring in Another
Department
The requirements for this program were modified on September 22,
2014. Students who declared this program before this date should
contact the director of undergraduate studies for the department in
order to confirm their correct course of study.

WMST UN1001 Introduction to Women's and Gender Studies;
plus four additional approved elective courses on gender.

Courses
Fall 2016
WMST UN3514 Historical Approaches to Feminist Questions.
4 points.
This class is an introduction to the debates on women that
played a dominant role in both the philosophical and literary
traditions of the European/Atlantic world from the classical period
through the seventeenth-century. Beginning with the works of
ancient political theory that actively debated women’s political,
social, and ethical position in society (chiefly Aristotle, Plato,
and Plutarch), the course will address the pan-European books of
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“Good Women” that served as exemplary case studies, the querelle
des femmes (or debate on women) that dominated political and
humanist discourse of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
and the crucial importance of the political analogies between the
household and the state and the marital and social contracts in the
premodern world (and, indeed, in our own).  We will study works
from ancient Greece and Rome and medieval and early modern
Italy, Spain, France, England, Ethiopia and Mexico, and topics
ranging from domestic violence and political resistance theory to
transvestitism and lesbianism.

Fall 2016: WMST UN3514

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3514

001/22193 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Julie
Crawford

4 17/25

Spring 2017: WMST UN3514

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3514

001/24623 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Julie
Crawford

4 16/20

WMST UN3521 Senior Seminar I. 4 points.
The Senior Seminar in Women's Studies offers you the
opportunity to develop a capstone research paper by the end
of the first semester of your senior year. Senior seminar essays
take the form of a 25-page paper based on original research
and characterized by an interdisciplinary approach to the study
of women, sexuality, and/or gender. You must work with an
individual advisor who has expertise in the area of your thesis and
who can advise you on the specifics of method and content. Your
grade for the semester with be determined by IRWGS's Director
of Undergraduate Studies in consultation with your advisor.
Students receiving a grade of "B+" of higher in Senior Seminar
I will be invited to complete Senior Seminar II in Spring 2015.
Senior Seminar II students will complete a senior thesis of 40-60
pages in a course facilitated by the IRWGS Director.

Fall 2016: WMST UN3521

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3521

001/76412 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Katherine
Biers

4 4/20

WMST UN3525 Senior Seminar: Knowledge, Practice, Power.
4 points.
Prerequisites: Permission of instructor. Enrollment limited to
senior majors.
The Senior Seminar in WGSS offers you the opportunity to
develop a capstone research project during the first semester of
your senior year. The capstone project may be freestanding, or,
with permission of the instructor, may be continued during the
spring semester as a Senior Thesis.  The capstone project must
be based on original research and involve an interdisciplinary
approach to the study of women, sexuality, and/or gender. You
must work with an individual advisor who has expertise in the

area of your project and who can advise you on the specifics
of method and content. Your grade for the semester with be
determined by the Senior Seminar instructor in consultation with
your advisor.

Fall 2016: WMST UN3525

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3525

001/08939 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
805 Altschul Hall

Janet
Jakobsen

4 14

WMST UN3200 Queer Theory. 4 points.
This class will ask you to read a set of novels, theoretical essays
and social science studies in order to think deeply about sexuality,
identity, desire, race, objects, relationality, being, knowing and
becoming. We will consider sexuality, desire and gender not as
a discrete set of bodily articulations, nor as natural expressions
of coherent identities so much as part off the formulation of self
that Avery Gordon names “complex personhood.” Beginning with
a recent film from the UK that rereads queerness back through
a history or labor and ending with a recent film made entirely
on the iPhone and that stages queerness as part of an alternative
articulation of Hollywood, we will explore new and old theories of
queer desire.

Through the readings, discussions, and assignments, you
will develop critical analytical skills to consider social change
movements with particular attention to how sex, gender, race,
class, sexuality, sexual orientation, and other systems of power
shape people’s everyday lives. We will trace the intersection of
histories of labor, medicine, representation and activism and we
will ask difficult questions about assimilation, mainstreaming,
globalization and pink capitalism.

Fall 2016: WMST UN3200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3200

001/80943 M 2:10pm - 4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Jack
Halberstam

4 22/25

WMST UN3600 THE POLITICS OF FOOD. 4 points.
Who is food for? The simple answer is that food is for everyone,
yet a close look at the stories we tell reveals that, actually, food
is not for everyone. In our novels, nonfiction, films and even in
our manifestoes, some people eat and some provide food; some
appetites must be unleashed and others, regulated and controlled;
and some people—some people are food. Instead of a benign
arena for the imagination and enactment of universal rights, food
thus exposes “universal” “human” and “rights” as crucial and
deeply contested terrains of raced and

gendered power. This economy of exchange, of consumption
and deprivation, of the satiation of some bodies through
devourment of others, of the invisibility of some hungers and the
criminalization of some appetites, are all aspects of our founding
narrative. These relations define the past and have also come to
define our time. In this seminar, will explore the ways that we
imagine food and narrate acts of feeding and eating as a means
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of examining both the historical enactments and contemporary
mechanisms of power.

Fall 2016: WMST UN3600

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3600

001/23336 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Myisha
Priest

4 23/25

WMST UN3900 Reading and Writing (on) the Body in the
Francophone Middle Ages. 3 points.
  In this course, we consider the body both as a site for textual
production—the animal skin used to make medieval parchment
—and as an object of representation in medieval francophone
literature. How does the choice of literary genre inflect the
presentation of gender? What characterized the corporeality of
the medieval hero? How did writers depict themselves and the
objects of their desire? When genitalia “speak for themselves,” as
in some the medieval fabliaux we will read, what do they say and
whose desire do they express? Which bodies are clearly gendered
and why? How does bodily metamorphosis intersect with sexual
transgression and other kinds of gender trouble?

Fall 2016: WMST UN3900

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3900

001/78697 T 2:10pm - 4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Eliza
Zingesser

3 7/25

WMST UN3915 Gender and Power in Transnational
Perspective. 4 points.
Enrollment limited to 15.

Prerequisites: Critical Approaches or the instructor's permission.
Considers formations of gender, sexuality, and power as they
circulate transnationally, as well as transnational feminist
movements that have emerged to address contemporary gendered
inequalities. Topics include political economy, global care chains,
sexuality, sex work and trafficking, feminist politics, and human
rights.

Fall 2016: WMST UN3915

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3915

001/02432 W 4:10pm - 6:00pm
102 Sulzberger
Annex

Elizabeth
Bernstein

4 17/25

WMST GU4000 Genealogies of Feminism. 4 points.
Please contact the Department for course description for this
seminar
Fall 2016: WMST GU4000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
4000

001/22096 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Lila Abu-
Lughod

4 12/20

Spring 2017: WMST GU4000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
4000

001/72270 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Marianne
Hirsch

4 18/20

WMST GU4200 Temporality and Sexuality. 4 points.
If queerness, as José Muñoz put it, “exists for us as an ideality
that can be distilled from the past and used to imagine a future,”
we can ask about what comes next, what comes after the future?
What queer understandings of time and place enliven the field
of queer studies now? Where are we going, where have we been,
what time is it and when will we get there? Temporality has
become a major concern in studies of sexuality and gender in the
last decade and this class sets out to explore why and with what
impact? How do concerns about time and temporality rest upon
assumptions about space and spatiality? How does a focus on
time and temporality allow for or foreclose upon post-colonial
questions of mimicry, authenticity, sequence and procession?
What can a study of queer temporalities reveal about orientations,
speed, embodiment, becoming, being, doing,touching, feeling,
unbecoming? Finally, what does the focus on temporality allow
us to think, say, see or imagine about the multiple points of
intersection between race and sexuality in a global frame?

Fall 2016: WMST GU4200

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
4200

001/94693 W 12:10pm -
2:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Jack
Halberstam

4 17/25

Spring 2017
WMST UN1001 Introduction to Women's and Gender
Studies. 3 points.
An interdisciplinary introduction to key concepts and analytical
categories in women's and gender studies. This course grapples
with gender in its complex intersection with other systems of
power and inequality, including: sexuality, race and ethnicity,
class and nation. Topics include: feminisms, feminist and queer
theory, commodity culture, violence, science and technology,
visual cultures, work, and family.

Spring 2017: WMST UN1001

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
1001

001/63865 T Th 11:40am -
12:55pm
405 Milbank Hall

Laura
Ciolkowski,
Alexander
Pittman

3 64/91

WMST UN3514 Historical Approaches to Feminist Questions.
4 points.
This class is an introduction to the debates on women that
played a dominant role in both the philosophical and literary
traditions of the European/Atlantic world from the classical period
through the seventeenth-century. Beginning with the works of
ancient political theory that actively debated women’s political,
social, and ethical position in society (chiefly Aristotle, Plato,
and Plutarch), the course will address the pan-European books of
“Good Women” that served as exemplary case studies, the querelle
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des femmes (or debate on women) that dominated political and
humanist discourse of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
and the crucial importance of the political analogies between the
household and the state and the marital and social contracts in the
premodern world (and, indeed, in our own).  We will study works
from ancient Greece and Rome and medieval and early modern
Italy, Spain, France, England, Ethiopia and Mexico, and topics
ranging from domestic violence and political resistance theory to
transvestitism and lesbianism.

Fall 2016: WMST UN3514

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3514

001/22193 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Julie
Crawford

4 17/25

Spring 2017: WMST UN3514

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3514

001/24623 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Julie
Crawford

4 16/20

WMST UN3522 Senior Seminar II. 4 points.
Individual research in Women's Studies conducted in consultation
with the instructor. The result of each research project is
submitted in the form of the senior essay and presented to the
seminar.

Spring 2017: WMST UN3522

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3522

001/74854 W 8:00am -
10:00am
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Patricia
Dailey

4 2/20

WMST GU4000 Genealogies of Feminism. 4 points.
Please contact the Department for course description for this
seminar
Fall 2016: WMST GU4000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
4000

001/22096 W 2:10pm - 4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Lila Abu-
Lughod

4 12/20

Spring 2017: WMST GU4000

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
4000

001/72270 T 4:10pm - 6:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Marianne
Hirsch

4 18/20

WMST UN3800 Feminist Listening. 3 points.
Feminist Listening: Critical and Intersectional Approaches to
Popular Music develops modes of feminist listening to a variety
of examples in popular music including hip-hop, pop, rock,
R&B, country music, and crossover/experimental music. By
examining the sonic, texted, and visual components of popular
music in relation to gender, sexuality, the body, race, ethnicity,
economics, and nation, students will develop a critical vocabulary

for discussing and analyzing the effects and meanings of popular
music as filtered by twenty-first century listeners. Through close
listening, discussion of assigned readings and pieces, and analytical
writing on recorded and live performances, the course will
encourage students to examine a wide repertory of popular music
by using a variety of intersectional analytical “sieves,” refining and
enriching their experience of popular music as critically astute
listeners and writers. This course is designed for students who
are interested in sharpening their listening practices but does not
assume previous formal study of music. The course 1) introduces
the fundamental of music through exercises in listening and
writing, 2) focuses on a selection of current literature on listening,
theoretical approaches to music analysis, and feminist/queer
criticism; 3) attunes students to the various indices of musical
structure (melody, form, harmony, rhythm & meter, words,
flow & groove, performance); 4) brings together these parts of
music into feminist/queer, alternative hearings of specific works.
COURSE

Spring 2017: WMST UN3800

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3800

001/78530 Th 2:10pm -
4:00pm
754 Ext
Schermerhorn Hall

Ellie
Hisama

3 12/20

WMST UN3311 Colloquium in Feminist Theory. 4 points.
Prerequisites: LIMITED TO 20 BY INSTRUC PERM;
ATTEND FIRST CLASS
An exploration of the relationship between new feminist theory
and feminist practice, both within the academy and in the realm
of political organizing.

Spring 2017: WMST UN3311

Course
Number

Section/Call
Number

Times/Location Instructor Points Enrollment

WMST
3311

001/03612 T 10:10am -
12:00pm
404 Barnard Hall

Tina Campt 4 26
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